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[The Assembly met at 10:00.] 

  

[Prayers] 

 

The Speaker: — I’m advised that Her Honour is here for 

prorogation. 

 

PROROGATION 

 

[At 10:02 Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor entered the 

Chamber and took her seat upon the Throne. Her Honour was 

then pleased to deliver the following speech.] 

 

Her Honour: — Pray be seated. 

 

Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislative Assembly, people of 

Saskatchewan. 

 

Nearly one year ago I delivered to you my government’s vision 

for the second session of the twenty-seventh legislature of the 

province of Saskatchewan. As this session draws to a close, I 

can confidently say that my government continues to move 

forward with “Planning for Growth,” the title of the 2012 

Speech from the Throne. 

 

The growth Saskatchewan has seen over the last several years is 

unprecedented. Last month we learned that Saskatchewan has 

grown to over 1.1 million people for the first time in our 

province’s history. That represents an increase of over 100,000 

people since 2007 — the year that my government took office. 

Our children are staying in Saskatchewan, our expatriates are 

returning, and people from across the country and around the 

world are flocking here to share our success. 

 

Saskatchewan now has the lowest unemployment rate and our 

wages are growing at one of the fastest rates in Canada. Our 

exports put food on tables and energy in communities around 

the world. Last year Saskatchewan surpassed British Columbia 

to become the fourth largest exporter in the country. It seems 

that Regina’s mighty shores are eclipsing even the port of 

Vancouver. 

 

The hard work, resilience, and dedication of Saskatchewan 

people have allowed our economy to lead the nation. In fact, 15 

per cent of workers in Saskatchewan are self-employed 

compared to 9.5 per cent nationally. The entrepreneurial spirit 

and determination in our province means the best is yet to 

come.  

 

Last year my government released The Saskatchewan Plan for 

Growth: Vision 2020 and Beyond. It is a plan that outlines my 

government’s goal of a Saskatchewan with 1.2 million people 

by 2020. It is a plan that seeks to balance economic growth with 

social progress, a plan that will ensure an improved quality of 

life for all Saskatchewan residents. 

 

Our goals are bold. My government believes that Saskatchewan 

can: 

 

 Lead the country in grade 12 graduation rates by 2020;  

 Eliminate wait times in emergency wait rooms by 2017; 

 Invest $2.5 billion in infrastructure over the remaining 

course of this term; and, 

 Cut the provincial debt in half from its 2007 levels by 

2017. 

 

Over the past year, much has happened in our Assembly that 

will help these goals come to fruition. On March 20, my 

government tabled its sixth consecutive balanced budget. One 

of the biggest challenges of a growing economy is providing the 

necessary infrastructure so that our growth is not impeded. 

 

To this end, my government is investing $847 million in 

infrastructure projects this year, including: 

 

 $119.6 million in capital funding to advance a number of 

school projects. 

 $164 million for health care facilities, including the Moose 

Jaw Hospital and continued work on long-term care 

facilities in 11 communities. 

 $576 million to improve our province’s highway network. 

 

My government does not believe in growth solely for the sake 

of growth. My government believes in growth so that 

Saskatchewan will be the best place to live, work, start a 

business, and raise a family. In order for our province to be all 

of those things, we need to make sure that we take care of our 

most vulnerable citizens.  

 

This year my government increased support benefits for the 

Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability program and the 

Seniors’ Income Plan. More than 10,000 people will receive 

increased monthly benefits through the Saskatchewan Assured 

Income for Disability program. And by 2015, people with 

disabilities will receive $4,200 more per year through the SAID 

program. 

 

The Seniors’ Income Plan benefit is now $250 a month, up 

$160 a month or 178 per cent since 2008. Caring for those who 

have helped grow our magnificent province with dignity and 

respect is a priority of my government. This is why my 

government has invested $2 million in an innovative home care 

pilot project in Regina to allow our seniors, the people who 

built this province, to live in their own homes for as long as 

possible with the dignity that they deserve. My government has 

also provided $800,000 in funding for a new transition house in 

Melfort – the first of its kind built in Saskatchewan since 1989 

– and the expansion of women’s shelters in Regina and Prince 

Albert. 

 

The future of our province is dependent on the success of our 

youngest generation. This is why my government has increased 

overall education funding by 6.7 per cent from 2012-13, 

including the first ever mid-year enrolment increase of $17 

million to help school divisions address the challenges of 

growth. 

 

During this session, my government made some important 

legislative and regulatory changes including: 

 

 The Saskatchewan Employment Act – a comprehensive 

bill that protects workers, promotes growth, increases 

accountability, and indexes the minimum wage; 



3600 Saskatchewan Hansard October 23, 2013 

 The Information Services Corporation Act – which 

allowed for a successful share offering where 45 per 

cent of Saskatchewan residents and over 275 

employees now own shares in this profitable 

corporation; 

 The Traffic Safety Act – which tripled the fines for those 

speeding in construction zones and enabled law 

enforcement to utilize photo radar in construction 

zones, increasing the safety of our highway 

construction zones; and, 

 The Alcohol and Gaming Regulation Amendment Act – 

which modernized 70 different liquor regulations in 

the province, many of which hadn’t undergone a 

comprehensive review for decades. 

 

These are just a few of the many highlights of the past 

legislative session.  

 

Members of the Legislative Assembly, it is my duty to 

discharge you from further attendance of the second session of 

the twenty-seventh legislature. Saskatchewan farmers start 

planning for seeding the moment the harvest is in the bin. Let 

the end of this session be the start of your work for the coming 

session. 

 

In relieving you of your duties, I also wish to congratulate you 

on the work you have completed over the past year and to 

commend you for the diligent and empathetic manner in which 

you have approached your duties. 

 

Hon. Mr. Elhard: — Mr. Speaker and members of the 

Legislative Assembly, it is the will and pleasure of Her Honour 

the Lieutenant Governor that this Legislative Assembly be 

prorogued until later today, the 23rd day of October, 2013 at 2 

p.m. The Legislative Assembly is accordingly prorogued. 

 

[Her Honour retired from the Chamber at 10:11.] 
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