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[The Assembly met at 10:00.]

Clerk: — 1 wish to inform the Assembly that | have received a
communication from the private secretary to His Honour the
Lieutenant Governor stating that His Honour will open the first
session of the twenty-sixth legislature at 10 a.m. this 10th day
of December 2007.

[His Honour the Lieutenant Governor entered the Chamber at
10:01]

Hon. Mr. Elhard: — | am commanded by His Honour the
Lieutenant Governor to inform you that he does not see fit to
declare the causes of the summoning of the present legislature
until later today when the Legislative Assembly shall have
elected a Speaker according to law.

[His Honour retired from the Chamber at 10:02.]
ELECTION OF SPEAKER

Clerk: — Members of the Legislative Assembly, it is my duty
to inform you that only one candidate has declared his intention
to stand for the election of Speaker — Mr. Don Toth, the hon.
member of the Legislative Assembly for the constituency of
Moosomin.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — Members of the Legislative Assembly, | wish
to express my grateful thanks and humble acknowledgement of
the high honour the Assembly has conferred on me.

While I leave the floor of this Assembly to take the Speaker’s
Chair, I leave behind all political partisan biases in order that |
may discharge with impartiality to all and to the best of my
ability the various and important duties pertaining to the office
of Speaker.

It will be my aim and duty to uphold the principles and
traditions of the Assembly and secure for each member the right
to express his or her opinions within the limits necessary to
preserve decorum; to recognize the rights and privileges of the
hon. members, the political groups, and the Assembly itself; to
facilitate the transaction of public business in an orderly
manner; and above all to seek to be fair and impartial in the
decisions you entrust to me.

It has been my pleasure to serve in this Assembly for the past
21 years. During this time | have gained a greater respect for
our system of parliamentary democracy and all that it
represents. This parliamentary democracy gives us the legal
framework and stability necessary to allow us the opportunity
of continuing to build this fine province.

When | was first elected as a member of this Legislative
Assembly, | felt my duty was that of a servant. It was my
responsibility to ensure that the voice of my constituents was
heard and that their interests were represented in this Assembly.
As | leave the floor of the Assembly to assume the role of
Speaker, | accept that not only do I serve my constituents; | now
become your servant.

It will be my responsibility as your servant to ensure that the
rules and customs of this Legislative Assembly, which have
been refined by members past and present, are observed. | will
endeavour to the best of my ability to ensure that, as members
of this Assembly, you have optimum and equal opportunity to
be the voice for your constituents and to represent them with
integrity and honour.

| pray that | will be able to serve this Assembly well as your
Speaker and that during my term the work of the members of
this Assembly will make your constituents proud.

I close by acknowledging the most important people in my life.
It is because of their support and encouragement that | stand
before you today. | am joined today by my wife Lois, son
Byron, and daughter Stephanie. They are seated in the
Speaker’s gallery and I ask them to stand and be recognized.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — 1 thank you once again for entrusting your
confidence in me. | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It falls
to me to have the great honour and privilege of being the first of
a number of members, I’m sure, who will take the opportunity
to congratulate you on your election as Speaker of this House.

John Diefenbaker commented on the role of parliament, saying
that “Parliament is more than procedure; it is the custodian of
the nation’s freedom.” It is the role of the Speaker of course to
ensure that all of us as elected members are living up to those
duties that are ensuring that this House plays its role in living
up to those duties.

Your job, the one you’re about to embark on, is obviously very
important. It’s probably also one of the more thankless tasks
that are a fact of life at the Legislative Assembly. The
challenges | think we all know about — those members who
have been here certainly before, and new members will find this
to be true — the challenges of what can be at times what I’ve
witnessed to be some raucous behaviour. Never participated
myself, Mr. Speaker, but | have seen some raucous behaviour in
this Assembly. And of course it’s your job to strike that proper
balance between the need for lively debate and proper
exchanges and also proper behaviour and decorum.

And | want you to know, Mr. Speaker, that we have a lot of
faith in your ability to do just that. You, sir, are up to the task
that lays before you because of the fairness that you have
exhibited as a member of this Legislative Assembly for 21
years, because of your disposition, because of the personality
you have, because of your temperament, because of the honesty
that you live on a daily basis.

I noted with interest that during the election campaign when
there were some articles, | think 20 questions sorts of articles
asked of various combatants or contestants in the election
campaign, we were asked, some of us, about people in the
Assembly that we knew — who to be perhaps the friendliest or
the easiest to get along with. And | noted that those of us who
were asked the question cited the same people, and you were on
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that list. You have that respect from both sides of the House.

And you have the experience to do this job. You have been in
this Assembly for all of these years. You have participated in
debate. And we all know on our side of the House — and |
think it’s probably true to say of members opposite — that you
understand the procedures. You have the experience to get this
job done and to do the task very well.

After all, Mr. Speaker, you’ve been here a long time in this
Assembly. It’s a testament, I think, not only to the support that
you have built in your constituency but also your own
endurance, your own interest in public life and being a Member
of the Legislative Assembly. For example, Mr. Speaker, when
you were first elected, when you took your seat here, | was in
third year university at the time. That’s how long ago it was.

I’ve done a little bit of checking this morning on the Internet.
The Ticats won the Grey Cup. They beat the Eskimos the first
year that you were elected. Top Gun was the top grossing movie
at the charts, and “Walk Like An Egyptian” was one of the most
popular songs. That is a long time ago, Mr. Speaker.

But it highlights for us the reality that you have the experience.
You have the knowledge of this place, and as I’ve said earlier,
you have the disposition and the grace and the personality to do
this House proud. And we commit on this side of the House,
and I’'m sure members do, to commit to work with you in
ensuring that the work of this institution continues and that we
can build respect for the institution while we build the province.
We say to you, Mr. Speaker, today, a heartfelt congratulations
on your election as Speaker of the Saskatchewan Legislative
Assembly.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Leader of Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | want to join with
the Premier and with I’m sure all members, with those who are
guests in the Assembly today, and I’'m sure with the people of
Saskatchewan in congratulating you, sir, on your acclamation as
our Speaker. It’s one thing to win an election. It’s another thing
to win an acclamation. In fact many of us wish we could have
done that.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues want me to say to you our thanks
for the approach that you have already made to the opposition
caucus. We congratulate you on opening your door immediately
to all members of this House. As the Premier has pointed out,
your long experience in this House and wisdom gained will
serve you well and will serve this House well.

And | am caused to be reminded, when the Premier talks about
that survey that was conducted during the election when we
were asked as leaders to discuss members of this House, he is
absolutely correct. You appeared, | think, on all of our lists,
along with Peter Prebble. I'm not sure what else you share in
common with Peter but clearly this — the respect of members.
And that will serve you, sir, and will serve this House well.

[10:15]

I wish you well not only in the challenging role of overseeing
the proceedings of this House but in sometimes the equally
challenging role of administrator of this Legislative Assembly
and all that goes with that. We know that is a very significant
role and a very significant task if not accompanied by the same
level of public awareness.

We also wish you well and know that your demeanour and your
experience will serve us well in terms of representing this
legislature, and by representing the legislature, the province and
the people of Saskatchewan both nationally and internationally.
You will often receive the visits of foreign delegations. You
will often represent this House and this legislature beyond our
borders, and we wish you well in those endeavours.

And finally if I may say, you follow in the path of two former
Speakers who have proven to be activist Speakers through the
establishment of the social studies institute, the engagement of
the Speaker’s office in the classrooms, the internship program,
the mace runner and cushion. And | would encourage you, sir,
to continue that role of activism for you represent not just a
legislature and a province, but you represent the fundamental
principles of democracy in our province. And part of your work
can be, and I'm sure will be, to extend that understanding and
knowledge of democracy beyond this Chamber.

It was a former clerk of this Chamber, who now serves in
another office, who put together a little booklet about our
Chamber and talked about the only true enemy of democracy
being indifference. You, sir, have an opportunity to combat that
indifference and in doing that work, we wish you well.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — 1 personally would like to say thank you to
the Premier and the Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition
for the kind words you’ve expressed on my behalf, and I will do
my utmost to serve you well.

This House now will recess until 2 p.m. later today when His
Honour the Lieutenant Governor will present the Speech from
the Throne.

[The Assembly recessed until 14:00.]
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