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[The Assembly met at 10:00.]

[Prayers]
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
PRESENTING PETITIONS
The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Moosomin.

Mr. Toth: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, it’s my
pleasure this morning to present a petition regarding the
highways in the province of Saskatchewan and, more
specifically, Highway No. 27. | read the prayer:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to upgrade Highway No. 27.

And as in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray.

Mr. Speaker, the petition | present today is signed by the good
folks from the communities of Prud’homme and Vonda and
Saskatoon. | so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Cypress
Hills.

Mr. Elhard: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to present
a petition concerning the condition of highways outside of the
Cypress Hills constituency. The prayer reads as follows:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to
resurface and properly maintain Highway No. 3 from
Fairholme to Turtleford, and the Livelong access road to
No. 795.

As in duty bound your petitioners will ever pray.

Mr. Speaker, these two pages of petitions come from people
living in the community of Livelong, Fairholme, and
Thunderchild. I so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Cannington.

Mr. D’Autremont: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | also have
petitions today to present on behalf of the people and highways
of Saskatchewan:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to upgrade and widen Highway No. 5
from Humboldt to Saskatoon.

As in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

These petitions, Mr. Speaker, come from the good communities
of Preeceville and Humboldt. I so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Rosetown-Elrose.

Mr. Hermanson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have a petition
to maintain full service at the SaskPower office at Rosetown.
Mr. Speaker, the signatures on this petition express a concern
that SaskPower has announced a March 31, 2007, closure of the
customer service office in Rosetown. And the prayer of the
petition reads:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to keep the SaskPower office in
Rosetown open and to provide full service to the
community and surrounding areas.

And as in duty bound, your petitioners ever pray.

Mr. Speaker, the signatures on this petition come from the
communities of Rosetown, Sovereign, Zealandia, and Harris,
and I’'m pleased to present it on their behalf.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Melville-Saltcoats.

Mr. Bjornerud: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, |
also have a petition today to present on behalf of Saskatchewan
people to do with the sad state of highways in Saskatchewan.
The prayer reads:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to upgrade and widen Highway No. 5
from Humboldt to Saskatoon.

Mr. Speaker, the signators are from the communities of
Saskatoon, Bruno, Canora, and Humboldt. | so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Humboldt.
Ms. Harpauer: — Mr. Speaker, | too have a number of

petitions with citizens concerned with the safety of Highway
No. 5 and the prayer reads as follows:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to upgrade and widen Highway No. 5
from Humboldt to Saskatoon.

And the signatures, Mr. Speaker, are from Pilger, Leroy,

Humboldt, Muenster, St. Gregor, Bruno, Saskatoon, and
Regina. | so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Estevan.

Ms. Eagles: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this
morning | too have a petition regarding the condition of
Highway 18. The people in that area are very concerned about
the condition of it. And the prayer reads:
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Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to invest the needed money to repair
and maintain Highway 18 so it can return to being a safe
and economical route for Saskatchewan families and
business.

And as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

And, Mr. Speaker, this is signed by folks from Estevan and
Macoun. | so present. Thank you.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Biggar.

Mr. Weekes: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure today
to rise to present a petition from citizens who live near and
drive on the Murray Point highway north of Emma Lake. The
prayer reads:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary action to repair the Murray Point highway
north of Emma Lake off of Highway 263 and to clearly
communicate to the area residents the timeline for the
necessary repairs.

As in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

This petition, literally | have hundreds, hundreds, and hundreds
of signatures. And they come from the citizens of Christopher
Lake; Prince Albert; Saskatoon; Sunnyside; Dalmeny; Hague;
Birch Hills; Innisfail, Alberta — it goes on and on, Mr. Speaker
— of course the people at Murray Point; Swift Current; and Red
Deer, Alberta; and many, many hundreds of other people that
have signed this petition. I so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Rosthern-Shellbrook.

Mr. Allchurch: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to bring forth a petition signed by citizens of
Saskatchewan that are concerned with our shape of our
highways in the province. And the prayer reads as follows:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to
resurface and properly maintain Highway No. 3 from
Fairholme to Turtleford and the Livelong access road to
No. 795.

And as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

Mr. Speaker, signatures of this petition are from Shell Lake,
Turtleford, Livelong, and Biggar. | so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Batoche.

Mr. Kirsch: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
bring forward a petition on Highway No. 368:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take

immediate action and make necessary repairs to Highway
368 in order to address safety and economic concerns.

And as duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

And, Mr. Speaker, it is signed by the good people of Muenster,
Annaheim, Humboldt, St. Benedict, and of course Middle Lake.
| so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Arm
River-Watrous.

Mr. Brkich: — Mr. Speaker, | have a petition, citizens calling
on the Government of Saskatchewan to retain the Department
of Highways section shop in Watrous:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
the necessary steps to ensure that the Department of
Highways section shop in Watrous remain open so as to
ensure the safety of all motorists and Saskatchewan
Highway employees who would be affected by such
possible closure.

As in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

This particular petition is signed by the good citizens from
Watrous and Nokomis. | so present.

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Saskatoon Northwest.

Mr. Merriman: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | too
rise today with a petition on Highway 368, that the condition of
Highway 368, starting four miles south of Lake Lenore to four
miles south of St. Brieux, has seriously declined over the last
number of years and that the condition of this highway
endangers the safety of drivers and harms economic growth in
the area. The prayer reads:

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that your Hon.
Assembly may be pleased to cause the government to take
immediate action to make the necessary repairs to
Highway 368 in order to address safety and economic
concerns.

And as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.

Signed by the good people of Muenster, Humboldt, and Lake
Lenore. | so present, Mr. Speaker.

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — According to
order the following petitions at the last sitting have been
reviewed and pursuant to rule 15(7) are hereby read and
received.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

The Speaker: — The Chair of the special committee on
intergovernment and infrastructure is recognized.



March 8, 2007

Saskatchewan Hansard 751

Standing Committee on Intergovernmental
Affairs and Infrastructure

Mr. Harper: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the
Standing Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and
Infrastructure has instructed me to report Bill No. 20, The
Gunshot and Stab Wounds Mandatory Reporting Act with
amendment.

The Speaker: — When shall this Bill be considered in
Committee of the Whole? The Chair recognizes the Minister of
Justice.

Hon. Mr. Quennell: — I request leave to waive consideration
in Committee of the Whole of this Bill.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave to waive
consideration of Committee of the Whole on this Bill. Is leave
granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Leave has been granted. When shall the
amendments be read a first time? The Chair recognizes the
minister.

FIRST AND SECOND READINGS OF AMENDMENTS

Bill No. 20 — The Gunshot and Stab Wounds
Mandatory Reporting Act

Hon. Mr. Quennell: — | move that the amendments be now
read a first and second time.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the minister that the
amendments be now read a first and second time. Is it the
pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Motion is carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — First and second
reading of the amendments.

The Speaker: — When shall the Bill be read a third time? The
Chair recognizes the minister.

THIRD READINGS

Bill No. 20 — The Gunshot and Stab Wounds
Mandatory Reporting Act

Hon. Mr. Quennell: — By leave | move that this Bill be now
read a third time and passed under its title.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave for this Bill
to be read a third time. At this time, is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Leave has been granted. It has been moved by
the minister that this Bill be now read a third time and passed

under its title. Is the Assembly ready for the question?
Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Motion is carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Third reading of
this Bill.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Chair of the Committee on
Intergovernmental Affairs and Infrastructure.

Standing Committee on Intergovernmental
Affairs and Infrastructure

Mr. Harper: — Mr. Speaker, the Standing Committee on
Intergovernmental Affairs and Infrastructure has instructed me
to report Bill No. 12, The Planning and Development Act, 2006
without amendment.

The Speaker: — And when shall this Bill be considered in
Committee of the Whole? The Chair recognizes the Minister of
Government Relations.

Hon. Mr. Van Mulligen: — Mr. Speaker, | request leave to
waive consideration in Committee of the Whole of this Bill.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave to waive
consideration of Committee of the Whole. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Leave has been granted. When shall this Bill
be read a third time?

THIRD READINGS
Bill No. 12 — The Planning and Development Act, 2006

Hon. Mr. Van Mulligen: — Mr. Speaker, | move this Bill now
be read a third time and passed under its title.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the Minister of
Government Relations that Bill No. 12 be now read a third time
and passed under its title. Is the Assembly ready for the
question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Motion is carried.
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Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Third reading of
this Bill.

[10:15]
NOTICES OF MOTIONS AND QUESTIONS

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Saskatoon Silver Springs.

Mr. Cheveldayoff: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | give notice
that | shall on day no. 32 ask the government the following
question:

To the Minister of Finance: how many harassment-related
complaints were filed in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions, Mr. Speaker, for 2001-2002,
2002-2003, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following questions:

To the Minister of Finance: of the harassment complaints
filed in 2000-2001 fiscal year, how many were verified?

I have similar questions for the years 2001-2002, 2002-2003,
2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following questions:

To the Minister of Finance: how many government
employees were charged with harassment for the fiscal
year 2000-2001?

And | have similar questions for years from 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of Finance: how many government
employee harassment cases resulted in convictions,
disciplinary action, or firings in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years from 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of Finance: how much money was paid
out as a result of firings related to government employee
harassment in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions, Mr. Speaker, for the years 2001
through to 2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of Labour: how many harassment-related

complaints were filed in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of Labour: of the harassment complaints
filed in 2000-2001 fiscal year, how many were verified?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007, Mr. Speaker.

I give notice that | shall on day no. 32 ask the government the
following question:

To the Minister of Labour: how many government
employees were charged with harassment for the fiscal
year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years from 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of Labour: how many government
employee harassment cases resulted in convictions,
disciplinary action, or firings in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of Labour: how much money was paid out
as a result of firings related to government employee
harassment in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that | shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following questions:

To the Minister of the Environment: how many
harassment related complaints were filed in the fiscal year
2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of the Environment: of the harassment
complaints filed in 2000-2001 fiscal year, how many were
verified?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.
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Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of the Environment: how many
government employees were charged with harassment for
the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice that I shall on day no. 32 ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of the Environment: how many
government employee harassment cases resulted in
convictions, disciplinary action, or firings in the fiscal year
2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Mr. Speaker, | shall give notice on day no. 32 to ask the
government the following question:

To the Minister of the Environment: how much money
was paid out as a result of firings related to government
employee harassment in the fiscal year 2000-2001?

I have similar questions for the years 2001 through to
2006-2007.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Regina
Qu’Appelle.

Hon. Mr. Wartman: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to ask leave of the House for an extended
introduction of our crop reporters who are celebrating 25 years
recognition today.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave for an
extended introductions. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Leave has been granted.

Hon. Mr. Wartman: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker,
and members. | would like to introduce to you, and it is a
privilege to introduce to you and through you to the Assembly,
five of Saskatchewan’s nearly 300 volunteer crop reporters.
These crop reporters are recognized today by Saskatchewan
Agriculture and Food for 25 years of volunteer service to
Saskatchewan’s agriculture industry.

For the past 25 years these crop reporters have volunteered their
personal time during the crop season to collect information
about crop development and precipitation in their rural

municipalities. And every Sunday afternoon or evening, for at
least 30 weeks of those 25 years, these reporters submitted their
information to the department to meet the weekly crop reporting
deadline.

Mr. Speaker, the information provided by Saskatchewan’s crop
reporters helps to provide a timely and accurate crop report
about the development of Saskatchewan crops to all farmers
and rural municipalities in the province and to the general
public.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize the crop reporters here today for
their commitment and dedication to the Saskatchewan crop
reporting service. | would ask the crop reporters and their
spouses to stand as | introduce them. Don Payak of the RM
[rural municipality] of Weyburn No. 67 and his wife, Charlotte;
Allan Hardy of the RM of Wolseley No. 155 and his wife,
Marion; Edward Datchko of the RM of Ituna Bon Accord No.
246 and his wife, Charlotte; Emile Robin, RM of Leask No. 464
and his wife, Marie.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately two crop reporters who are
celebrating the 25th anniversary and their wives were not able
to join us here today. They are Percy Schiele of the RM of
Meadow Lake No. 588 and his wife, Anniliese; and Jim
Hornford of the RM of Elfros No. 307 and his wife, Sharon.

Mr. Speaker, | would also like to introduce a crop reporter
whose long service from 1980 to 2004 was recognized in 2005,
but who was unable to attend the recognition event in Regina in
2005. He and his wife are able to join us here today. He is Larry
Kuntz of Battleford — who represented the RM of Prairie No.
408 prior to amalgamation and who now represents the RM of
Buffalo No. 409 — and his wife, Rita.

Would the members of the Legislative Assembly please join
with me in recognizing these crop reporters who have
volunteered their time and effort for the good of the province
during these past 25 years. Thank you very much.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Melville-Saltcoats.

Mr. Bjornerud: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to join with the Minister of Agriculture in
welcoming our crop reporters here today, thanking them for the
time they put in in volunteering for the province of
Saskatchewan, and congratulating them on their 25 years of
service to the province of Saskatchewan. So on behalf of the
official opposition | want to congratulate them and thank them
for the work they have done in the past and look forward to the
work they’ll do in the future.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Moosomin.

Mr. Toth: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A special welcome to
Al and Marion Hardy from Grenfell, excellent agriculture
producers in our area, and also to Edward and Charlotte.
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Charlotte’s sister, Delsy, happens to be the administrator for the
RM of Willowdale. A special welcome to them this morning.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Regina
Lakeview.

Hon. Mr. Nilson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure
to introduce to you and to all members of the legislature 26
grade 10 students from Sheldon-Williams Collegiate, who are
seated in the west gallery. They’re accompanied by their
teacher, Ms. Delaine Anderson. And they’re here to observe the
legislature which happens to be in their neighbourhood.

I’d also like to congratulate the teams from Sheldon-Williams
Collegiate who will be playing in the city basketball final
tonight, the senior teams. The junior girls’ team got the silver
medal two nights ago for the city, and | congratulate them as
well.

I look forward to meeting with them a little later and I ask all
members to welcome the students from Sheldon-Williams
Collegiate.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Regina
South.

Hon. Mr. Thomson: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. |
too am pleased to be joined by a couple of students who are in
your gallery today. Janelle and Apolline Lusyk are students at
Dr. Martin LeBoldus High School in Regina. They’re actually
headed off to Ottawa in the next month to participate in two
very important programs that are offered in our country to help
young people get a better understanding of parliamentary
democracy and of the institutions of government in this country.

Apolline is going to be participating in the Forum for Young
Canadians, which is a great program. It’s one | participated
myself a few years ago, and one in which I’m sure she’ll find a
great opportunity to debate and to talk with people from across
this country about issues of national unity and things that are
important to this country.

Janelle is also headed off to Ottawa to attend Historica
Encounters. This is a week-long program that brings together
young people from different regions in the country to talk about
the things that are happening in the nation today, the institutions
that we use to govern ourselves with, and to focus on not only
Canadian issues but also international affairs. So | would ask all
members of the Assembly to join me in welcoming these two
sisters to our legislature and wish them well in their trip to
Ottawa. Thank you very much.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Regina
Rosemont.

International Women’s Day

Ms. Crofford: — Well thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Today is International Women’s Day and today we celebrate
progress made in advancing the cause of equality for women.
And as we’ve seen around the world, Mr. Speaker, this can’t be
taken for granted. Today we consider all the challenges still
facing women and what steps can be taken to bring about
equality — full equality — for all women in all their diversity.

This year’s International Women’s Day theme is: Ending
Violence Against Women: Action for Real Results. And the
theme highlights the need to put noble words into meaningful
action — or walk the talk, so to speak, Mr. Speaker. And I can
think of no more fitting action than having the federal
government reverse its ill-conceived decision to slash the
budget for the federal Status of Women office, the national
daycare plan, and literacy programs.

Mr. Speaker, it is a disturbing disregard for some of the most
vulnerable and voiceless members of Canadian society —
low-income, disadvantaged women and especially single
mothers. And these actions, | believe, reduce productivity in
Canada and they lack compassion and thereby hurt all of
Canada.

Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased to be able to say that the
Saskatchewan Status of Women office remains committed to
working with all people of goodwill across our province. And |
plan to celebrate tonight by hearing the great, young, all-woman
band, the Cracker Cats, as they pump up the volume on
women’s equality.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Estevan.

Ms. Eagles: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, today,
March 8, is International Women’s Day. International Women’s
Day has been celebrated around the world since the early 1900s.
It is a day where we take stock of the successes of women
across the globe, where we celebrate their many achievements
in a variety of fields, and where we remember the many
challenges women have overcome.

International Women’s Day is also a day that commemorates a
number of historic events, including the devastating Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York City on March 25, 1911,
which caused the death of more than 140 female garment
workers. The tragedy ultimately led to legislation to provide for
better safety standards in factories.

I would like to take this opportunity on International Women’s
Day to recognize the many women in Saskatchewan who are
not necessarily in the spotlight but who have contributed and
continue to contribute to who we are as a province. They
include our first female settlers, war brides, immigrant women,
farm wives, working women, professional women, mothers,
homemakers, and more.

[10:30]
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On a personal basis, Mr. Speaker, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank a woman who has always been an
inspiration to me. That’s my mother, Alma Vickary, who lives
in Estevan. | grew up in a family of eight children. Of course
Dad was the sole breadwinner in our family, and that left Mom
in charge of the daily routine at home. Mom claims her
paycheque was being able to see all her children grow up to be
successful. Thanks, Mom, for your love and support.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all members to join me in recognizing
International Women’s Day.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Martensville.

Government’s Approach to Workplace
Harassment of Women

Ms. Heppner: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | think the women
of Saskatchewan, particularly women working under this NDP
[New Democratic Party] government in the public service, may
find it difficult to take seriously what this government says
about women on International Women’s Day.

While this NDP government says it cares about women,
especially working women, what about the nine women who
made complaints about Murdoch Carriere and accused him of
sexual harassment? These women were paid $15,000 each, a
paltry sum in comparison to the more than $300,000 given to
Murdoch Carriere. Not only is the amount Mr. Carriere received
insulting to these women, it also amounts to revictimizing these
women and minimizing what happened to them.

It’s a shame that the NDP government continually says it
respects working women but does not respect these nine women
enough to let them speak freely about the harassment they
suffered in the workplace.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for Regina
Wascana Plains.

Telemiracle 31

Ms. Hamilton: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Kinsmen
Foundation has been doing its extraordinary brand of good
work in this province since 1971. This volunteer-driven
organization is dedicated to providing special equipment and
access to medical assistance to the people of Saskatchewan
while at the same time improving their quality of life and
independence.

In 1977 the Kinsmen held their first-ever telethon to help fund
the Kinsmen Foundation. Since that time, Telemiracle has
raised nearly $74 million. This year, Mr. Speaker, Telemiracle
31 smashed the old donation record set in 2004. The official
total for 2007 was $5,604,682.

This speaks loudly of the hard work of the volunteers from
Saskatchewan’s Kinsmen and Kinette Clubs. It requires some

1,200 volunteers to enable Telemiracle to be on air for 20 hours,
and as Chair of the Premier’s voluntary sector initiative |
particularly want to acknowledge their efforts.

Last year | was particularly proud to present, on behalf of the
Minister of Healthy Living Services, the Centennial Medal to
Bob McGrath for his contributions and commitment to this
event.

In addition to thanking the organizers and participants of this
year’s Telemiracle, | also want to thank all of those who made
donations and made Telemiracle 31 such an overwhelming
success, allowing the Kinsmen Foundation to make miracles by
helping people every day.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Rosetown-Elrose.

Community Fundraising for Breast Cancer Research

Mr. Hermanson: — Mr. Speaker, on February 5, 2007 the
Prairie Women on Snowmobiles stopped at Rosetown to raise
money for breast cancer research. A supper was held, hosted by
the St. Theresa’s Catholic Women’s League of Rosetown to
raise money for their cause.

In total 140 people from Rosetown and area turned up to enjoy
an evening of good food and moving speeches by each of the
women involved with Prairie Women on Snowmobiles. The
dinner was supported by Rosetown’s four financial institutions
and Shop Easy Foods grocery store. Their support covered the
cost of the dinner and in total $1,000 was raised.

Dorothy Rollheiser, a Rosetown resident, presented the cheque
from St. Theresa’s Catholic Women’s League. Armella
Rollheiser presented a cheque of $430 from pledge sheets from
the Canadian Cancer Society, and Bobbie Crossman presented a
cheque for $100 on behalf of the Preceptor lota Chapter of Beta
Sigma Phi. Elaine Stang of Rosetown served as a local rider
who led the core group from Milden to Rosetown and raised a
total of $290.

Other locals who participated as lead riders and helped raise
funds were Diane Ahrens, Greg Hannay, Dave Foursha, and
Patrick Pappenfoot. In all the community-wide event that was
held by Rosetown residents was a great success in support of
breast cancer research.

And | might add, Mr. Speaker, that the member from Humboldt
just informed me that her constituency assistant, Susan Dunne,
also of the Prairie Women on Snowmobiles, raised a whopping
total of $6,000 for this cause.

Mr. Speaker, on this international day recognizing women, let’s
offer congratulations to all the people involved for their hard
work in helping raise funds for such a worthy cause right here
in Saskatchewan.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
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Saskatoon-Eastview.

Business and Professional Women Celebrate
International Women’s Day

Ms. Junor: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’m a proud member of
the Business and Professional Women’s Association of
Saskatoon, also known as BPW. Every year for the past seven
years the BPW has celebrated International Women’s Day with
a special evening event. This year’s celebration was held
Tuesday night, and | was very happy to attend with my
colleague from Nutana.

Mr. Speaker, International Women’s Day is a day to reflect on
the issues of significance to women and to bring those issues to
the attention of others. It’s a day to appreciate the achievements
of women, that women have made in their pursuit of equality.
And that’s exactly what the evening was about. Janice
MacKinnon was the keynote speaker and gave an excellent talk
on celebrating women’s success and facing our challenges.

Every year BPW of Saskatoon awards an educational bursary to
a mature woman advancing her career through post-secondary
education. This year’s recipient was Terriann Walling who told
a moving and inspiring tale of how she got where she is today.

The BPW also sponsors an International Women’s Day
essay-writing competition on the topic, what International
Women’s Day means to me. This year’s winner was Tori-lynn
Wanotch whose essay was so eloquent she had the audience in
tears. As well, Mr. Speaker, Marla Adams was recognized as
the 2006 recipient of the BPW Athena Award.

Mr. Speaker, | want thank the organizers of the seventh annual
Business and Professional Women’s International Women’s
Day celebration and congratulate Ms. Walling, Ms. Wanotch,
and Ms. Adams on their awards. Thank you.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — The Chair recognizes the member for
Moosomin.

Provincial High School Curling Championships

Mr. Toth: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend the high school staff and students of Kipling and
Whitewood hosted the provincial senior boys’ and girls’ high
school provincial curling championships. Despite inclement
weather and driving conditions, 16 senior boys’ rinks from
across the province arrived in Kipling while 16 senior girls’
rinks travelled to Whitewood.

Competitions for both provincial championships began on
Thu