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[The Assembly met at 13:30.]
[Prayers]
STATEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
Ruling on a Point of Order

Speaker Goudy: — So just a ruling on the point of order.
Yesterday there, May 13th, 2025 the Government House Leader
rose on a point of order stating that the member from Regina
Walsh Acres made inaccurate and untrue statements, misquoted
a member, and challenged a ruling of the Chair. In her response,
the Deputy Opposition Leader asked that | review the record
before making a decision. I’ve done so and I’'m prepared to make
my ruling.

I'll first review the member from Regina Walsh Acres’
comments during question period before addressing the three
issues the Government House Leader brought forward in the
point of order. During question period yesterday, the member
from Regina Walsh Acres said on page 993 of Hansard:

Now yesterday the Minister of Government Relations
would not answer any of my questions in committee on Bill
21. Now you can look this up in Hansard on page 109, Mr.
Speaker, but apparently he is “absolutely unqualified” to
answer them.

In his first point, the Government House Leader stated that it is
untrue that the Minister of Government Relations refused to
answer questions because it was the Chair who called the
question out of order, though it is a matter of debate and not a
matter of order.

Secondly, in regard to the allegation that the member for Regina
Walsh Acres misquoted the minister, page 109 of the May 12th,
2025 committee Hansard indicates that it was indeed the
committee Chair in response to a question posed by the member
for Regina Walsh Acres who stated, “That’s a question that the
minister is absolutely unqualified to answer.”

However during the question period yesterday, while the member
for Regina Walsh Acres noted the place in Hansard where the
comment was made, he did not attribute, | believe, the comment
to any specific person. As he did not misquote the minister, and
therefore this point is not well taken.

Finally the Government House Leader alleged that the member
for Regina Walsh Acres challenged a ruling of the Chair. In the
context of a point of order arising from question period in this
Assembly, it is unclear as to whether the Government House
Leader was referring to the challenge to the Speaker, as the Chair
of' this Assembly, or to the committee Chair in the previous day’s
proceedings. It is similarly unclear as to what ruling the member
might have been challenging, as the member for Regina Walsh
Acres made no reference to any Chair or any ruling. Therefore |
also find this final point to be not well taken.

As areminder I would also like to call members’ attention to rule
125 of the Rules and Procedures of the Legislative Assembly of
Saskatchewan. It states, in regard to standing committees:

The Chair shall maintain order and decide all questions of
order subject to an appeal to the committee. Disorder in a
standing committee shall be censured only by the Assembly,
upon receiving a report.

It is not the place of the Speaker or this Assembly to address
matters that occur during committee proceedings unless
expressly requested to do so by the committee in the form of a
substantive report.

Thank you all. That is my first time making a judgment. Thank
you for your patience. And let’s go on to introduction of guests.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Parks, Culture
and Sport.

Hon. Alana Ross: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leave
for an extended introduction.

Speaker Goudy: — The minister has requested leave for an
extended introduction. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Hon. Alana Ross: — Mr. Speaker, to you and through you, it is
my great pleasure to introduce five guests seated way up in the
top row of the west gallery. Joining us here today is Miriam
Johnson, CEO [chief executive officer] with Women
Entrepreneurs Saskatchewan or WESK as it’s more commonly
known, and some of her team members: Michael Betteridge,
Jessica Pegg, Tally Dufour, and Brittany Eberle.

Our government is proud to once again partner with WESK to
officially proclaim May 11th to 17th as Women Entrepreneurs
Week in Saskatchewan. For nearly 30 years WESK has been
supporting women in business by offering financing, mentorship,
networking, business advice, and training opportunities.
Congratulations to the whole team at WESK for a very successful
30 years and many, many more to come. | ask all members,
please join me in welcoming Miriam, Michael, Jessica, Tally,
and Brittany to their Legislative Assembly. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina South
Albert.

Aleana Young: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s an
absolute pleasure to join with the minister opposite and welcome
these champions of entrepreneurship to their legislature. It’s so
wonderful to see you sitting up there. All members in this House
agree the work that WESK does in this province and across
communities is absolutely outstanding.

I want to give a special shout-out in particular to Miriam who, in
addition to being like just radically involved hockey mom, which
I’ve only come to appreciate the dedication involved in that and
so proud of the accomplishments of her son, has really taken
women entrepreneurs | think in just a remarkable direction. This
has been, as the minister noted, an organization that’s done
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extraordinary work for 30 years. But in particular the work that
Miriam and her whole team have done in stewarding business
development and entrepreneurship through their branches and
through their meetups in rural Saskatchewan in particular has
been absolutely extraordinary.

I’'m so grateful that you’ve chosen to call Regina home, and for
the work that your whole crew does on behalf of entrepreneurship
across this province. So on behalf of the official opposition, I'm
just so proud to be able to welcome you here to this, your
Legislative Assembly.

Thanks, Mr. Speaker, and my apologies. While I'm on my feet,
hopefully not to pop up again, | have one other guest that | would
like to welcome who is seated in the east gallery who | believe is
here for his very first question period in person, and that’s Mr.
Kai Poulin. He’s a resident of Regina Rochdale. He’s a second
year poli-sci student at the U of R [University of Regina],
coaches high school soccer at Luther. He refs youth hockey. He
was recently elected as VP [vice-president] for UR POLIS
[University of Regina Politics and International Studies
Students’ Association] and is a member of InspirED Sask, a non-
profit group dedicated to promoting growth in the community
through education.

His friend Eric Horbal asked that I note he’s overall a nerd, but a
very bright young man who’s active in his community. He
watches question period regularly. And his interest in politics
grew in his last couple years of high school and was really
catalyzed by having somebody knock on his door and talk to him
about the impact that the province had in his life. And I’m really
proud to be able to welcome you to your first, but hopefully not
last, question period in person. | hope it lives up to your
expectations. And with that, Mr. Speaker, I’d like to ask all
members to join me in welcoming this bright young man to this,
his Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Weyburn-
Bengough.

Michael Weger: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you, it’s my pleasure to introduce Darin and Dawn
Gutzke seated up in your gallery today, Mr. Speaker. Dawn
Gutzke is the executive director for The Family Place in
Weyburn. I’ve previously done a member’s statement on The
Family Place, but again they service over 100 families a day
through this location.

And | know Dawn does just an absolutely fabulous job as the
executive director. And it’s not just me that thinks this, Mr.
Speaker. Recently the Weyburn Chamber of Commerce Weybex
Awards recognized Dawn with the Leadership Excellence in
business award as well.

And so | would just ask all members to congratulate Dawn on her
award and also recognize that May is the 30th anniversary of The
Family Place as well, Mr. Speaker. So also welcome them both
to their Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Rochdale.

Joan Pratchler: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well can you

believe it? There’s two weeks . . . three weeks of celebration this
week. It’s early childhood education week, and it’s early
childhood educators’ day today. And I also would like to
welcome some more guests that we have from early childhood
educators. I can’t imagine a better way than welcoming them
today.

We have people from here in Regina — Melanie, Lesley, and
Nicole — and they represent a child care providing service for
over 40 years. We have Chantara and Jammie. We have Rachelle
and Courtney. And when | combined all the years of service it is,
it comes to 134 years of child care service in Regina. And they
are responsible for 563 child care spaces here in Regina. Thank
you for all your work.

While I'm on my feet I'd also like to celebrate Nursing Week
again. Today I’d like to introduce Cindy Kuster-Orban. She’s
seated in your gallery as well. She has had a stellar 42 years of
nursing. She holds a Bachelor of Nursing degree, a Master of
Nursing degree, and she served as a faculty member in the
SCBScN [Saskatchewan Collaborative Bachelor of Science in
Nursing] program, the nursing program here in Regina. Her
42-year nursing career has seen her practise in north central
Regina for 40 years, and she has taught nursing students for 26
years. Cindy is a force, not just in nursing but in kindness and
empathy for all she serves.

Please join with me in welcoming these wonderful people here
to this, their Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Everett Hindley: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If | could
just briefly join with the member opposite in welcoming the early
childhood educators working in our child care sector here in
Saskatchewan.

Thank you for being here today and all the years of experience
that you are bringing to your profession and to communities right
across this province, including right around here. And as the
member opposite pointed out, it is indeed ... May is Early
Childhood Education Month. And today is the day where we
recognize — May 14th — where we recognize early childhood
educators. And I think we’ll be hearing a little bit more about that
coming up a little bit later this afternoon.

So I’d ask all members to join with me in welcoming these people
to their Legislative Assembly. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
University-Sutherland.

Tajinder Grewal: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you | would like to welcome many people who came
from Saskatoon, Prince Albert, and Regina sitting in the east
gallery and the west gallery.

These people came here to share their concerns regarding their
immigration status. For many of them, their work permit is
expiring in a few days or a few weeks. My office receives many
calls from small businesses and medium-sized businesses that
share in their same concern. They’re saying that they have to
reduce their working hours or shut their doors. And these small
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businesses are the backbone of our economy.

And | request the Sask Party government to work with the federal
government to resolve this issue as soon as possible. I will ask all
the members to join me to welcome these members in the
legislature.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Justice.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. To
you and through you, it’s my pleasure to introduce and welcome
to this Assembly two former members. First of all in your gallery,
Mr. Speaker, we have my predecessor, Warren Michelson, who
honourably served Moose Jaw North for 13 years, Mr. Speaker.
And he did a fine job representing the people of Moose Jaw
North, certainly better than the guy that followed him.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Tim McLeod: — You feel the love in the room, Mr.
Speaker.

I would note that Warren Michelson actually, if I’m not mistaken,
holds the record in this Assembly for the number of times a
government member has asked an opposition member, what are
you talking about? And | would say to Mr. Michelson, in many
respects we’re still waiting for an answer to that question, Mr.
Speaker.

Also joining us here today, seated behind me is my good friend
Marv Friesen, of course the former member from Regina . . .

An Hon. Member: — Saskatoon.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Riversdale is still in Saskatoon, Mr.
Speaker. And | would say, Mr. Speaker, we all know that Marv
left politics for health reasons, and he’s returned to us today
healthy and wearing the battle scars. We’re so glad that he’s here
because any time Marv Friesen is here, it’s a great day in the
legislature, Mr. Speaker.

I would ask all members please join me in welcoming back to
their Legislative Assembly, Warren Michelson and Marv
Friesen.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leave for an
extended introduction.

Speaker Goudy: — The member has requested leave for an
extended introduction. Is leave granted?

[13:45]
Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to join in with
the minister opposite in welcoming a number of former MLAs
[Member of the Legislative Assembly] back to their Legislative
Assembly. I'd like to welcome Warren Michelson as well as
Marv Friesen, seated in the Speaker’s gallery and behind the bar
on the government side, respectively.

And I'd like to, Mr. Speaker, turn your attention to another
former MLA seated on this side behind the bar, and that is one
Judy Bradley.

Mr. Speaker, Judy was first elected in 1991 as the member for
Bengough-Milestone. I think I’ve said it before in this Assembly,
but that was the first election — a few days after my birthday —
in which | was able to mark a ballot, Mr. Speaker. She was re-
elected to the constituency of Weyburn-Big Muddy in 1995. She
served as the Highways minister very ably in this province, Mr.
Speaker.

She is someone who has dedicated her life to public service, not
only in this Assembly but as a teacher and a principal. And after
serving in the Assembly she continued to advocate and work on
behalf of not only students but public education, serving as well
as a trustee with Prairie Valley School Division up until the most
recent elections.

She’s been an advocate for many things in addition to education.
She’s a great advocate and knowledgeable about shortline
railways, education, public policy. But mostly she’s an advocate
for the people of this province and the people of rural
Saskatchewan.

Proud mom to Holly, Jesse, and Paula. Proud grandmom to — |
should have the number, but I don’t — a number of grandkids
who she follows right across this country in so many sports, ball
and skiing.

My life and my time in politics, I’ve had the opportunity for our
paths to cross in many different ways. Judy and my dad graduated
from Milestone high school in the same class and Judy’s eldest
daughter, Holly, and | graduated from the same class a number
of years later, Mr. Speaker.

And her term as the president of the Saskatchewan NDP [New
Democratic Party] has largely mirrored my time as leader of the
party. And for all of her work, her wisdom, her mentorship, but
mostly her service to the people of this province, Mr. Speaker, |
am incredibly grateful. And | invite all members to join me in
welcoming these members and particularly Judy Bradley to this,
her Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Moose Jaw
Wakamow.

Megan Patterson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my honour,
to you and through you, to introduce Lisa Peters. Lisa Peters —
just give us a wave — she is an incredible leader in our province
with a heart for public service.

Lisa is a producer and host of Talk of the Town with Lisa Peters
and the LeaderIlmpact podcast. She also served as a councillor
for the RM [rural municipality] of Edenwold. In 2022 she was
awarded the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for volunteer service. Please
join me in welcoming the wonderful Lisa Peters to this, her
Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Elphinstone-Centre.

Meara Conway: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to join



1002

Saskatchewan Hansard

May 14, 2025

with the member opposite in welcoming Lisa Peters to her
Legislative Assembly. Many people know Lisa from her role as
community producer and host of Talk of the Town. She’s also
known to attend and emcee many an event around town. She’s
an avid volunteer, a former councillor of Edenwold, known to
moderate the odd political debate as well. And I just didn’t want
it to go by without welcoming her to the Legislative Assembly.

On behalf of the official opposition, Lisa, it’s lovely to see you
in the gallery. Welcome.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Kindersley-
Biggar.

Kim Gartner: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and through
you, | wish to introduce an individual seated in your gallery,
Isaac Lammers. Isaac is a grade 12 student from Outlook High
School and he is completing a work placement within the offices
of three government MLAs.

The Deputy Premier, the MLA from Dakota-Arm River, and
myself want to thank Isaac for attending our constituency offices
to learn the duties of a constituency assistant and attend functions
with us. Thank you for speaking at your high school about your
experience, Isaac. Your personality and your desire to succeed is
matched only by the size of your belt buckle and your collection
of Lincoln Town Cars.

Isaac, it has been a pleasure to have you with us, and we wish
you all the best at whatever your future holds. | would ask all
members to join me in welcoming Isaac to this, his Legislative
Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Eastview.

Matt Love: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and through you,
I’d like to briefly introduce two fine individuals seated in the east

gallery.

I’ve got Avery Beaudin and Alastair Nicholson here. Avery has
recently moved to Saskatoon. She’s a resident of Saskatoon
Centre, and after an incredible run working for the member from
Regina Elphinstone-Centre she’s come to work in my office to
help cover a maternity leave for a brief period of time, as | sure
do need a lot of help. And she’s the one who shows up, often
knows what I need before I know what I needed. She’s incredibly
thoughtful in her approach to the work and I’m so thankful to
have her expertise helping me out in Saskatoon Eastview.

And seated next to her is a young man who | got to know several
years ago when | was his teacher in grade 9. And after graduating
high school, he went on, received a full scholarship to attend the
Sauder School of Business at the University of British Columbia.
He’s got a little bit more time left there, but he spent this past
semester studying abroad in France. And | think the day after he
returned back to Canada, he joined me in my office. And he’s
going to work part-time helping me out with a number of tasks
in Saskatoon Eastview, primarily outreach to constituents and
seniors’ residences, and so much of that work that many of us do
throughout the summer.

So, Mr. Speaker, I’d like to ask all members of the Assembly to

join me in welcoming Avery and Alastair to their Legislative
Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Finance.

Hon. Jim Reiter: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you to this Assembly, it’s my pleasure to introduce in the
west gallery, Mr. Speaker, from the Rosetown-Delisle
constituency, 14 grade 9 students who are accompanied by their
teacher Casey McQuaker from Swanson Christian School. Mr.
Speaker, they have made this an annual event these last number
of years. It’s great to see them and I look forward to speaking to
them after question period. I’d ask all members to please give
them a warm welcome to their Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from White City-
Qu’Appelle.

Brad Crassweller: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you, seated in the east gallery here, I'd like to introduce

. We have 22 grade 5 students from Fort Qu’Appelle
Elementary Community School. You guys can give us a wave up
there. They’re here with their teacher Julie Buium, and parent
chaperones Greg Hugo, Melissa Getz, Shannen Cawthorne, and
Eriko Parker. And I’m looking forward to getting together with
them for some snacks and some good questions after question
period.

And I would also be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge that there’s
been some great things said about Ms. Lisa Peters up here, and
she is from the great constituency of White City-Qu’Appelle. So
I’d ask everybody to welcome these young students here, as well
as Lisa Peters, to their Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Dakota-Arm
River.

Barret Kropf: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Up in your gallery is
my constituency assistant, the legendary Lavonne Lyke, who was
passed on to me from Dana Skoropad whose seat | have replaced.
And I’m honoured to have her as my CA [constituency assistant].

And if there was such a thing as having a hall of fame for CAs,
Lavonne would be inducted into that. And so maybe one day in
this hallowed hall, we would see a banner with initials L.L. on it.
And so Lavonne, thank you for all that you do to make my life
much simpler and efficient and for doing all you do for the people
of our province. So thanks for being here, and | ask everyone to
welcome her to her Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Trade and
Export.

Hon. Warren Kaeding: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would
like to join previous members to acknowledge and support the
great work that WESK does for the province, certainly for our
women entrepreneurs and to say that I’'m looking forward to
attending the WESK gala this Saturday.

But, Mr. Speaker, to you and through you, I’d also like to
introduce a constituent of mine who is seated in the west gallery,
Bruce Seu. And Bruce has moved from Alberta and owns a
number of businesses in the Langenburg and Esterhazy area, and
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certainly appreciate his confidence in the Saskatchewan  Albert]. | do so present.
economy.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon

And seated with him is the almost legendary constituency
assistant, Tim Ziola. So | would certainly like all members to
welcome Bruce and Tim to their Legislative Assembly.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Highways.

Hon. David Marit: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you, I’d like to introduce in the west gallery, from the
community of Vanguard, 15 grade 10 students that are here along
with their teachers Cole Walsh and Cassandra Dyck. So I'd like
to welcome them all to their Legislative Assembly, and I look
forward to meeting them after question period and invite them up
to room 340. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — And | want to acknowledge the past MLAS
that are here today and welcome you to your Legislative
Assembly. And yet I want to mention one specific who’s come
through a surgery. And I think that is a touchpoint for all of us;
we have friends go through surgeries all the time and our hearts
are with them.

Just to acknowledge too the wisdom of some of our colleagues.
The Minister of Trade and Export saved me from a major
mistake. | was so happy to see him | came up behind; | was going
to give him a big bear hug and had not realized that that could
have been a very bad move. But, Marv, as much as the rest of us
would love to give you a big hug, welcome back to your
Legislative Assembly. We’re so glad the procedure went well
and we’re looking forward to a great life ahead.

So please welcome our past MLAS to their Legislative Assembly.
PRESENTING PETITIONS

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Coronation Park.

Noor Burki: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We, the undersigned
residents of the province of Saskatchewan, wish to bring to your
attention the following: that Saskatchewan has the highest
suicide rate among the provinces; that Indigenous people die by
suicide at a rate four times higher than non-Indigenous people in
Saskatchewan; that Saskatchewan continued to break its own
records in overdose deaths with 484 suspected or confirmed
overdose deaths in 2023; that one in four youth in Saskatchewan
have reported having engaged in self-harm at some point; one in
four youth reported having considered suicide in the past year
with 9.7 per cent having attempted; and that the child and youth
advocate, in her 2022 report, noted that long waiting times and
insufficient mental health and addictions services are leaving
many children and youth without access to care when they need
it.

We, in the prayer that reads as follows, respectfully request
the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan to call on the
Government of Saskatchewan to work with experts and
community leaders on evidence-based solutions to the
mental health and addictions crisis in Saskatchewan.

Mr. Speaker, the signatories of this petition reside in P.A. [Prince

University-Sutherland.

Tajinder Grewal: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise to present
a petition to renew the federal-provincial child care agreement.
The undersigned residents of the province of Saskatchewan wish
to bring to your attention the following. The federal government
renewed its $10-per-day child care agreement with 11 provinces
and territories until 2031. Child care operators and parents have
all voiced their concern. They know that affordable and
accessible child care is critical for families, our economy, for
jobs, and for our future. Without access to affordable and
accessible child care, families will be forced to leave the
workforce, which will have impacts on our economy and our
communities.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | will say the prayer that reads as follows:

Respectfully request the Legislative Assembly of
Saskatchewan call on the Government of Saskatchewan to
immediately renew the federal-provincial child care
agreement to save jobs, help families, and boost our
economy.

The petition has been signed by residents of Saskatoon and
Vonda. | do so present.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
University.

Sally Housser: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
present a petition calling for adequate and equitable SAID
[Saskatchewan assured income for disability] rates.

The undersigned residents wish to bring to your attention the
following: that the Saskatchewan assured income disability
program is a program for people with significant and enduring
disabilities; that current SAID rates mean that individuals who
rely on the program live in what is referred to as “deep poverty,”
defined as less than 75 per cent of the poverty line; that after the
implementation of the program in 2012, it took over seven years
for an increase to be made; that the increases are insufficient and
have led to an overall 20 per cent decrease in benefits when
adjusting for inflation.

That the Saskatchewan government engages in clawback policies
that have been found to be discriminatory and further
disadvantage people living with disability; and that SAID
disincentivizes employment by having a very low employment
exemption of $7,500 a year; and that the Saskatchewan people
with disabilities are struggling to make ends meet under
historical inflationary pressures.

[14:00]

We, in the prayer that reads as follows, respectfully request
the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan call on the
government to immediately increase the SAID rates to
account for inflation and the cost of living; respect the
constitutional rights of persons with disability in
Saskatchewan by halting discriminatory practices and
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aligning policies with the Charter of Rights and Freedoms;
index the SAID basic amount to inflation going forward;
and provide targeted relief to those in deepest poverty, such
as individuals paying market rent.

The undersigned reside in Asquith and Langham. | do so present.
Thank you.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Elphinstone-Centre.

Breakdown of International Law in Gaza

Meara Conway: — | rise in heartbreak and horror at events in
Palestine. Starving civilians as a method of war is a war crime
under international law, yet today over 1 million people in Gaza
face catastrophic hunger. UNICEF [United Nations Children’s
Fund] reports that 9,000 kids are acutely malnourished, many
have already died, and nearly half a million Palestinians now face
the most extreme level of food insecurity.

Since March 2nd the Israeli government has blocked
humanitarian aid into Gaza. This is not collateral damage; it is a
deliberate manufactured famine, a premeditated war crime.
Images of emaciated children haunt us, while kilometres away
Israeli citizens visit beaches, markets, restaurants. Benjamin
Netanyahu, now fully backed by Donald Trump, continues to
target civilians, journalists, hospitals, schools, international aid
convoys, and even aid workers.

A recent video released by The New York Times documents the
chilling murder of 15 aid workers in marked medical vehicles. In
his final moments, one asks his mother for forgiveness for
choosing a life of service. Their bodies found later in a mass
grave with crushed ambulances, one bearing the UN [United
Nations] logo. Satellite images show Israeli bulldozers on scene.

Not one Sask Party member has broken their silence on these
atrocities. Mr. Speaker, this must stop. Let aid in. Call for a
permanent ceasefire. Demand humanitarian access not be
weaponized. We are witnessing not only the systematic attempt
to erase a people but a total breakdown of the international code
of ethics and law we claim to uphold. The precedent is chilling,
and history will not be kind.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Agriculture.
Children’s Hospital Champion Child an Inspiration to All

Hon. Daryl Harrison: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Every year
hospital foundations across Canada identify a remarkable child
to serve as their champion. These champions represent thousands
of children who are treated at children’s hospitals each year.
Today | would like to recognize and thank Blaze Dunn of
Carlyle, the 2025 Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital Champion
Child.

Blaze is an 11-year-old who loves adventure, swimming, and
quadding with his dad. From the beginning of his life, he’s had
to overcome many physical challenges, including bilateral club
feet, strabismus, tethered spine, and a life-threatening bike

accident.

During his time in the hospital, Blaze became inspired to help
other kids like him. After one of the surgeries he asked about the
names all over the walls in the hospital. His mom explained that
they were people who gave money from their hearts so that kids
like him could get the best care ever. Blaze was inspired to do
that too.

Blaze has hosted countless lemonade stands and bottle drives,
raising over $75,000 for the children’s hospital. Blaze’s advice
to other kids is simple: never give up, never go down, and always
keep trying. He’s a huge inspiration not only to other children but
to all of us.

Thank you to Blaze for reminding us all to keep a positive
outlook no matter what we’re going through. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Stonebridge.

Access to Treatment for Rare Genetic Condition
Requires Support

Darcy Warrington: — Mr. Speaker, Emmett Doucette is a
joyful five-year-old in kindergarten at Chief Whitecap School
who loves cows, singing, and spending time with his mom,
Steph; his dad, Andre; and big sister Sophie.

He lives with mucopolysaccharidosis type Ill, or Sanfilippo
syndrome, a rare, fatal genetic condition described as childhood
Alzheimer’s. Sanfilippo slowly robs kids of their independence
and leads to neurological decline. Life expectancy with the
syndrome is typically early to mid-teens. Emmett is experiencing
hearing loss, is non-verbal, and cognitively around age two. Still
he speaks in his own beautiful way and has started to use an iPad
to communicate. He fills his days with laughs and love. And there
is hope.

UX111, a gene therapy, has been submitted to the US [United
States] FDA [Food and Drug Administration] for approval and
could be available on August 18th. But for Canadian families like
Emmett’s, access to treatment is uncertain. Approval here
could take years. We don’t have that time. On MPS
[mucopolysaccharidoses] Awareness Day we ask all members to
wear blue on May 15th and for leadership to help support
families in accessing treatment across the border, advocate for
fast access to rare disease therapies in Canada, and push for a
responsive national rare disease strategy.

Children like Emmett deserve every chance to hold on to their
childhood and their future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Cut Knife-
Turtleford.

Leader in Saskatchewan’s Pulse Industry
Recognized for Contributions

James Thorsteinson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This past
January, Vicki Dutton of Paynton was the recipient of the
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers’ Pulse Promoter Award. The Pulse
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Promoter Award recognizes individuals who have significantly
contributed to developing Saskatchewan’s strong and vibrant
pulse industry.

According to the Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, Vicki was
recognized for her transformative contributions to the pulse
sector and her enduring commitment to innovation and advocacy.
Vicki has played a pivotal role in shaping this industry’s success.

Dutton Farms, operated by Vicki and her family, was among the
first in Western Canada to incorporate pulse crops into its
rotation in the 1970s. Mr. Speaker, Vicki’s leadership extended
to her role as an owner of Western Grain, a processor and
exporter that has driven market development and fostered grain
trade connections on a global scale.

Dutton Farms exemplifies the critical role of pulses in sustainable
food solutions by focusing on advancing pea and fava bean
protein in a collaborative project for new meat alternative
products. Vicki’s response to the award win was that the award
is not hers to celebrate alone — it also belongs to her family,
many farmers, researchers, and industry partners who have
shared the journey with her.

I ask all members join with me in congratulating Vicki Dutton on
her recent pulse promotor win and thank her for her contributions
to the industry and our province. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina South
Albert.

Remembering Hansa Cintamani Ram

Aleana Young: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Today |
rise to recognize the life of Hansa Cintamani Ram, a woman
whose legacy is etched in compassion, spirituality, and
unwavering service. She was born June 13th, 1937 in Mombasa
in British Kenya, and Hansa’s journey led her across continents.
As a nurse for over 60 years, she served as a midwife and was a
pioneer in maternal care.

After completing her training at Radcliffe and meeting her
husband at Oxford University, she began her extensive nursing
career and nursed in England, Kenya, and Canada. Along with
her husband and two children, she moved from Oxford to Regina
in 1976, and how lucky are we.

Throughout her time in nursing, she was a dedicated public
health nurse and was instrumental in the creation of the maternity
visiting program for the then RQHR [Regina Qu’Appelle Health
Region]. She retired only at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
at age 83, a testament to her enduring commitment to others.

Hansa’s dedication extended beyond health care as a leader in the
community. She co-founded the Shri Shri Radha Krishna
Temple, the first Hindu temple on the Canadian prairies. Hansa
dedicated her career not just to bringing new life into the world
but also to supporting recovery and dignity through her work in
rehabilitation and various nursing roles.

As we honour her memory today, let us be guided by the
principles she lived by — service, compassion, and humility —
and strive to serve our communities with the same unwavering

dedication. Mr. Speaker, | ask all members to join me in
recognizing the service and celebrating the life of this remarkable
woman.

Speaker Goudy: — I recognize the member from Moose Jaw
Wakamow.

Moose Jaw to Host
Celebration of Midwest Shrine Association

Megan Patterson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Shriners
have been serving families for over 150 years, and the Canadian
Shriners Hospitals have been around for 100 years. Once a year,
the Midwest Shrine Association gathers. This year the Moose
Jaw Wa Wa Shriners were awarded the right to host that
gathering.

From August 20th to 23rd, the Midwest Shrine Association will
be celebrating Saskatchewan’s 120th birthday and also the 100th
anniversary of the Shriners Hospitals in Canada. It will bring
over 500 Shriners and their families from across North America
to Moose Jaw to celebrate the incredible philanthropy of the
Shriners and their commitment to raising funds for treatment and
travel costs of sick children and their families around the world.
Saskatchewan currently has 65 children who are receiving world-
class treatment thanks to the philanthropy of the Shriners.

The economic benefits to the city will be huge as there have
already been over 1,800 nights of hotels booked by this group
while they are here. | would like to say a special thank you to
Aaron Ruston who is the driving force behind securing this
opportunity for the city and the province, and who is an
incredible leader in the city of Moose Jaw. Please join me in
thanking Aaron and the Shriners for their work.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Dakota-Arm
River.

Early Childhood Educators Set Children Up for Success

Barret Kropf: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the
Government of Saskatchewan and the Saskatchewan Early
Childhood Association, we have the pleasure of once again
proclaiming May as Early Childhood Education Month and May
14th as Early Childhood Educator Appreciation Day.

Mr. Speaker, ensuring that every child gets the best start possible
in life is a priority for this government, and it’s fundamental to
our province’s continued commitment of being the best place in
Canada to live, work, and raise a family.

Whether in child care, pre-kindergarten, or other early years
programs, early childhood educators dedicate themselves to
making a long-lasting impact on children, families, and in the
communities. They provide high-quality experiences that
encourage children to explore and discover through play-based
learning, and their dedication gives thousands of children each
year the opportunity to start school with confidence.

Early childhood educators are foundational to growing regulated,
affordable child care here in the province. Mr. Speaker, this
month reminds us that early childhood education contributes to
the positive experiences and lifelong success of young children
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in Saskatchewan. | encourage all members of the Legislative
Assembly to join me in recognizing the contribution of skilled
ECEs [early childhood educator] in the early learning and child
care sector. Please take the time to thank them in your life today.
Thank you.

QUESTION PERIOD
Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.
National Unity and Referendum Legislation

Carla Beck: — Mr. Speaker, the spring sitting of this legislature
is due to end tomorrow as we face new uncertainty with the rising
threat of separatism. Again let’s be clear. Even the talk of
separatism, of Saskatchewan leaving Canada, can be devasting
to jobs, to investments, and even keeping head offices in our
province.

Now | have a bill before this House right now that would keep
Saskatchewan in Canada, and it would send an important signal
to those who wish to separate about the dire consequences of
doing so. Now the Premier has promised a free vote on this bill,
yet his House Leader has blocked attempts to bring it to a vote
four times. Mr. Speaker, what exactly is the Premier hiding from?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, it is very much the view of this party and the
Government of Saskatchewan that there is a path forward with
our federal government to ensure that Saskatchewan is a
contributing member to the economy, to society, Mr. Speaker, in
a strong, united nation of Canada. That’s the goal. That’s the
conversations that we’re having with the new administration and
new Prime Minister, the new cabinet, as well as the entirety of
the new government which includes, Mr. Speaker, in fairness,
one member that used to sit on the floor of this Assembly.

That is the direction of this government, Mr. Speaker. That is
what we have always been working for in the close to two
decades that we’ve had the honour to form and serve as the
Government of Saskatchewan, Mr. Speaker, is for Saskatchewan
to grow and prosper within a strong and united Canada.

[14:15]
Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Carla Beck: — Mr. Speaker, allowing a free vote would send
that clear message. But let’s recap. When this year began, that
Premier had the weakest response to Donald Trump hammering
our economy and threatening our very sovereignty. And now we
face even more threats in the form of a rising separatist
movement, but that Premier won’t raise a finger.

Mr. Speaker, I'm going to ask the question that’s on everyone’s
mind. Is the reason that the Premier won’t act, won’t speak out,
is because he isn’t actually that committed to keeping
Saskatchewan in Canada?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Scott Moe: — Oh, we’re pretty committed, Mr. Speaker,
to ensuring that this province and the people that live here most
certainly are a part of a strong, united, growing, and prosperous
Canada which we are contributing to.

And while we’re taking a moment to reflect and recap, Mr.
Speaker, you don’t have to go back that many decades to the last
time there was a referendum in this nation. The leader at the time,
the premier at the time — an NDP premier, Mr. Speaker — very
quickly called a secret separation committee to look at should we
follow; if one province leaves, should Saskatchewan actually
consider following, Mr. Speaker.

What we see today, what we see today, when there are rumblings
of the same question due to frustrations, Mr. Speaker, with
policies often supported by the members opposite over the last
10 years, we see those questions. We see that frustration in our
province and in other provinces, Mr. Speaker. We see an
opposition party that introduces a bill in the floor of this
Assembly to silence the voices and not even ask the question, Mr.
Speaker.

That’s what we see from the members opposite, is they eternally,
eternally have the wrong answer, Mr. Speaker, to the question.
And when they don’t like the question, they try to take
Saskatchewan people’s voice away.

Speaker Goudy: — I’'m just going to make a comment that
again, we can’t be insinuating that one or the other side are hiding
or taking voices away. | just would ask in the questions and the
answers that we stick to the business of government and not be
insinuating for either side.

I recognize the Leader of the Opposition.
Government Contract with American Firm

Carla Beck: — Mr. Speaker, he could clear this up today and
allow a free vote on the bill. But I’'m going to move on, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaking of Donald Trump, we were deeply alarmed to learn that
the Sask Party’s long-time lobbyist friends in the US at Nelson
Mullins Riley & Scarborough actually helped get Trump elected.
They took in public money that belongs to the people of this
province and poured it into Trump PACs [political action
committee] and into campaigns for JD Vance, Marco Rubio, and
more.

Will the Premier please explain to the people of Saskatchewan
why he’s allowing their money to go to the political campaigns
of Donald Trump and friends, at the same time that they’re
hammering our economy and threatening our very sovereignty?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Scott Moe: — Mr. Speaker when we see an environment
in the US with a Republican president, a Republican-controlled
senate, a Republican-controlled House, it should come as no
surprise that this province is engaging with a consultant that has
access into the Republican Party and the representatives there,
Mr. Speaker. And that’s exactly, Mr. Speaker, what we have
done, and done for over a decade and a half.
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And | would say this with respect to our consultant, our
representative in Washington, DC [District of Columbia]. We
have been as a province, the industries and people working here,
well represented by Nelson Mullins for over a decade and a half
in different administrations, whether they be Democrat
administrations, Mr. Speaker, or whether they be Republican
administrations. This is a national law firm of which we are one
client, Mr. Speaker. | would say a fairly satisfied client of over a
decade and a half, Mr. Speaker. One law firm that, yes, does have
access and does support Republican candidates. But 51 per cent,
Mr. Speaker, of the support that came from that firm actually
went to Democratic candidates across the nation.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Elphinstone-Centre.

Meara Conway: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Claiming that this
is just the price of doing business isn’t going to cut it anymore,
not when Donald Trump and his henchmen actively threaten our
very existence as a country. The Sask Party’s lobbying firm
donated to VP JD Vance . . .

Speaker Goudy: — I’'m going to remind us of what | had
mentioned before. Other government leaders, calling people
“henchmen,” I’m just going to ask that we tone down our
statements and rephrase the question.

Meara Conway: — Mr. Speaker, the Sask Party’s lobbying firm
donated to Vice-President JD Vance, who has openly gloated
about Trump’s devastating tariffs against Canada. He said in
March, “Canada won’t win a trade war with the United States.”
On another relevant topic to the individuals of this House he said,
“I got to be honest with you. I don’t really care what happens to
Ukraine one way or another.”

Does the Premier really think we should continue to flow public
dollars to JD Vance’s political campaigns while he actively
gloats about crushing our economy and fanboys over Putin?

Speaker Goudy: — | want to remind us that we need to stick to
the order of government business, and I don’t see the relevance
in that question. Please move on to another question, please.

Meara Conway: — Mr. Speaker, the Sask Party has a contract
with this firm. This firm donates to JD Vance. Does the Premier
really think that that is a good use of public money?

Speaker Goudy: — I’m going to ask again that you move on to
a ... We need to move on, please, to a relevant question, to a
relevant question of government business [inaudible
interjection] . . . Excuse me, but when the Speaker makes a call,
I would appreciate the respect of the members on that behalf.

Please move on.
Elphinstone-Centre.

I recognize the member from Regina

Meara Conway: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We have the
Government of Saskatchewan, according to a Premier’s order in
council, signed a 12-page contract with Nelson Mullins in the
amount of $450,000. We know this firm has paid millions and
millions and millions of dollars been paid by that government
dating back to 2011. Public contracts, Mr. Speaker.

We also know this firm lines the pockets of Trump and so many
others who have stood by his side while he threatened our
sovereignty. That includes Marco Rubio, another recipient of
Sask Party dollars, who said, “Canada would be better off as a
state.” Will the Premier tell his lobbying friends to immediately
stop funding MAGA [Make America Great Again] victory
PACs?

Speaker Goudy: — | am having a hard time understanding the
relevance to the connections that you’re making here, Member.
And | would ask that we move on to something concerning
government business, not about the ... Please move on to
something of a different line of questioning.

I recognize the member from Regina Elphinstone-Centre.

Meara Conway: — I'll state a different question. We’ll see, Mr.
Speaker, if you have an issue with this question.

Will, will ... [inaudible interjection] ... Not at all. Will the
Premier immediately commit to ending the 12-page contract that
his government signed with Nelson Mullins? Yes or no?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Trade and
Export.

Hon. Warren Kaeding: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The answer
will be no. Nelson Mullins has supported us very well since 2009
when we signed the first contract with them, Mr. Speaker. The
US is still our biggest, our single-largest trading partner, and
Nelson Mullins has provided us great service. During that time
we will remember we’ve had both Democrats and Republicans
leading the US, Mr. Speaker.

Nelson Mullins has also helped us navigate in this province
through a number of US issues. The USMCA [United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement] agreement, certainly one, when that
was first signed. Steel and aluminum tariffs; section 232 uranium
investigation; reduced border crossing hours; the Keystone XL
pipeline, Mr. Speaker; mandatory country of origin labelling and
critical minerals; and as well has supported multiple trips to
Washington, which the Premier and cabinet ministers on this side
have made in the various responses to the tariff threats.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Westview.

Addressing Homelessness
and Status of Social Housing Units

April ChiefCalf: — Mr. Speaker, it’s clear where their spending
priorities lie, and it’s not with the people of this province. Square
One Community in Moose Jaw released a new point-in-time
count. In 2023, there were 75 homeless people in the city of
Moose Jaw. In 2024, there were 150. The count has doubled in a
single year.

What is that minister’s plan to address homelessness in Moose
Jaw and help families keep a roof over their head?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Social Services.

Hon. Terry Jenson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And, Mr.
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Speaker, the work that Square One does in Moose Jaw is
incredibly valuable. We were fortunate enough to have
representatives from Square One in this legislature last week. My
officials were able to meet with them. And in the coming weeks,
I’'m going to be in Moose Jaw, you know, having additional
meetings with Square One, with some other CBOs [community-
based organization] in Moose Jaw.

I’ve also been having conversations with the members from
Moose Jaw North, Moose Jaw Wakamow. They’re on ground
level. They talk to the people in their communities pretty much
every day or every week on this issue. And this is work that’s
going to continue not just in Moose Jaw but also in other centres
around the province. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Westview.

April ChiefCalf: — That was a long answer, Mr. Speaker, so I’1l
sum it up — nothing. They have no plan.

What they do have is housing. As of March 2025, there were 63
vacant public housing units in Moose Jaw. Now that’s not
enough obviously, but it would be a start. However only five of
those units are listed as available, meaning 58 are in too bad a
condition to be rented out. And that government has only
budgeted to repair 285 units across the entire province, Mr.
Speaker.

To the minister: why did this government let 58 Moose Jaw
housing units become unlivable, and how many years will it be
until they’re fixed?

Speaker Goudy: — I recognize the Minister of Social Services.

Hon. Terry Jenson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
the Saskatchewan Housing Corporation works closely with
different housing authorities around the province. There’s about
240 housing authorities, and in Moose Jaw, the Moose Jaw
Housing Authority, they’re the ones that identify the units that
need renovation and repair.

Now | take issue with the number the member opposite is saying
— 285 units. Those are three major projects, Mr. Speaker, and
the work on those three major projects has already started in
Regina, as well as Prince Albert, and right in her own backyard
at Westview Place in Saskatoon, Mr. Speaker.

We have committed $88 million in this year’s budget to
renovation and repair, and part of that money will be going to
Moose Jaw to the Housing Authority so that they can repair and
renovate houses so we can get people housed. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
University.

Child Care Agreement with Federal Government

Joan Pratchler: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Families and child
care providers in this province have been patiently waiting for
this government to sign on to the child care deal, and some of
those providers now and families find themselves in a precarious

financial situation because of this dilly-dallying.

We’ve waited while the minister said he couldn’t sign the deal
during the federal election. Then after the federal election he
couldn’t sign on to it until the federal cabinet was sworn it. Well,
Mr. Speaker, that cabinet was sworn in yesterday. When can
families and care providers in this province get some peace of
mind and hear that this government has signed the deal?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Everett Hindley: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As | have
said before and reiterated this government’s interest in making
sure that we renegotiate a better deal for Saskatchewan families
and child care operators. Mr. Speaker, the member opposite is
correct that there was a federal cabinet sworn in yesterday.

I have reached out, sent a letter to the new Minister Responsible
for Jobs and Families as well, Mr. Speaker, also to the lone
Member of Parliament that is sitting on the government’s side of
the federal table — that’s Mr. Belanger — to request his
assistance as well.

In terms of advocating for Saskatchewan, Mr. Speaker, I’ve been
having a number of conversations with my officials this week
and will be doing so again later this afternoon as we work to
advance our negotiations with the federal government to get a
deal signed for Saskatchewan. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Rochdale.

Joan Pratchler: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to
the member opposite for moving on this.

Mr. Speaker, we’re joined today of course by early childhood
educators, and it’s early childhood educator day. They’re worried
about their future as educators and the future of the program and
the future of children because the government has still not yet
signed. This is unacceptable and reckless, and I'm glad they’re
moving on it.

[14:30]

While he’s waiting to sign, there’s lots that can be done right
now: (1) providing emergency funding for those centres who are
at risk of closing their doors now, (2) by coming up with an
equitable funding model so we don’t find ourself in this situation
ever again.

So | ask the minister, when will he get moving and act to get this
sector out of this emergent funding crisis?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Everett Hindley: — Mr. Speaker, the member opposite
and the entire party opposite have been advocating for months
now that we sign the exact same agreement that is currently in
place, Mr. Speaker, that has been identified to us as having a
number of issues.

By the way, Mr. Speaker, the members have been wrong in
saying that we are one of two provinces that have not signed.
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News flash, Mr. Speaker, the province of Ontario has also not
signed that agreement. CBC [Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation], April 25th, Ontario says they have not signed to
extend. And do you want to know why, Mr. Speaker? Because
the minister there in Ontario, who I’ve spoken to, has indicated
that without additional funding from the federal government and
some other changes, the province of Ontario would be
underfunded by the tune of $10 billion, Mr. Speaker.

That is part of the challenge that we’re facing; same thing here in
Saskatchewan. We want to ensure that this is a long-term,
sustainable program, Mr. Speaker, that creates more child care
spaces that is sustainable for families right across this province
not just for today, not just for tomorrow, but for years to come,
Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina Mount
Royal.

Supports for Agricultural Producers

Trent Wotherspoon: — Mr. Speaker, the minister seems a bit
worked up. But that Sask Party should get a deal on child care,
and they should also get a deal on improving AgriStability, Mr.
Speaker.

Now while canola prices have recovered, producers are still
facing damage, fallout, and risk from Chinese tariffs on canola,
peas, and pork — tariffs that need to be removed. The
Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatchewan have called
on this government to sign on to better AgriStability supports.
Nothing in the budget though, Mr. Speaker. And we have a united
livestock sector calling for needed improvements as well.

There’s a new federal Ag minister. When will the Sask Party
finally step up to ensure supports for producers to ensure they
have the backstop that they need and deserve?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Agriculture.

Hon. Daryl Harrison: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | can tell the
member opposite that Saskatchewan’s Sask Party government
has always been there for Saskatchewan producers.
Saskatchewan and other provinces advocated to extend the
AgriStability deadline for the existing program. We want to
ensure that producers have time to make business decisions for
their operations.

The federal government’s proposed changes to the program
haven’t been implemented. Once a federal Ag minister has been
appointed, negotiations will continue around program
enhancements. Mr. Speaker, | do have a meeting set up tomorrow
morning with the minister first thing. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Athabasca.

Funding for Education
and Conditions in Educational Facility

Leroy Laliberte: — The Sask Party can’t look after the finances.
They can’t look after the people of the North either, Mr. Speaker.
Just look at the school in Buffalo Narrows, for example, in my
constituency, something that I’'ve brought up before. It’s falling

apart, Mr. Speaker.

Half of the school doesn’t have running water, and now the roof
is leaking. And there’s nothing in the budget to help fix it or build
them a new one. Why won’t they build a new school for the kids
in Buffalo Narrows?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Everett Hindley: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This
government, as I’ve said multiple times before, has made record
investments to not just operating funding for school divisions
around this province but also for capital projects as well. Five
new schools announced in this year’s provincial budget, Mr.
Speaker, on top of the 21 major renovation or new builds that are
currently under way in Saskatchewan. Mr. Speaker, education’s
a shared priority. We work very closely with our school division
partners, school boards across this province who | meet with as
the minister.

And, Mr. Speaker, | have met both with Northern Lights School
Division and also most recently with Ile-a-la-Crosse School
Division as well to talk about some of the concerns that they have
in their particular divisions when it comes to whether it’s ongoing
capital projects or new projects that might be required, Mr.
Speaker. And we’ll take those in as part of the regular budget
process, and also look forward to working very closely with
school divisions if they have more pressing needs, Mr. Speaker.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Athabasca.

Leroy Laliberte: — Mr. Speaker, there’s no running water in
half of the school in Buffalo Narrows. And now they have a water
leak coming out of the roof, and some of the classrooms can’t be
utilized, Mr. Speaker.

This is what Kaelynn, a grade 9 student from Twin Lakes
Community School wrote to say about her school, and | quote:

A new school will be good for the students in my
community. It’ll be something to be proud of. It’s deeply
important to me because I can’t always focus and do my
work because how our school is right now. It’s important
that my voice as a northern Indigenous youth be heard
because we actually live in these conditions and experience
this every day, and everything that I’ve stated, for years.

What does the minister say to Kaelynn, to the parents, to the
community, to the representation of Buffalo Narrows with the
unacceptable state of their school?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Everett Hindley: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Through our
officials at the Ministry of Education, as I said previously, I’ve
had the opportunity to meet fairly recently with both northern
school divisions, Mr. Speaker. But through our officials at the
Ministry of Education, we can ensure that the lines of
communication remain open, that we’re in contact with school
divisions across this province — including in northern
Saskatchewan — to make sure that we are addressing any of the
current pressing needs that they may have in schools in their
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particular riding. And to work very closely with the school
divisions — through whether it’s ongoing capital projects, new
builds, the increase to preventative maintenance and renewal, a
funding that was increased in this year’s budget by $50 million,
Mr. Speaker — we will work closely with our school division
partners to address those needs. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Coronation Park.

Changes to Saskatchewan Immigrant Nominee Program

Noor Burki: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My office and |
received a lot of calls, emails across the province from businesses
on their frustration and uncertainty on SINP [Saskatchewan
immigrant nominee program] application returns. Also their
employees’ work permits are near to expire. People protested
again at the legislature against these changes. The protesters are
in the east gallery, in the west gallery, and in your gallery.

What is the plan of the minister to address this uncertainty of the
business community of Saskatchewan? And will the ministers
work with the new federal cabinet to fix this so the people can
build their businesses and their future here in this province?

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Finance.

Hon. Jim Reiter: — Mr. Speaker, it’s important to recognize on
the SINP program that the number of nominee spaces that we
have were unilaterally cut in half by the federal government, Mr.
Speaker. They went from approximately 7,200 to 3,600. And
then those 3,600 were further reduced, Mr. Speaker, that 75 per
cent of those or roughly 2,700 had to be filled with current
temporary residents, which only leaves a little over 900 spots for
international immigration spots.

So it’s very concerning. We’ve reached out to the federal
government in the past, Mr. Speaker. There’s a new minister was
appointed yesterday, Minister Diab. | will be reaching out to her
as soon possible. Our officials have also reached out at the
official level, Mr. Speaker. | would suggest the members
opposite could do the same. They could reach out to their former
colleague, Buckley Belanger, who | understand has recently been
appointed. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

ORDERS OF THE DAY

WRITTEN QUESTIONS
Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Government Whip.
Sean Wilson: — | wish to order questions no. 31 to 36.

Speaker Goudy: — Questions no. 31 to 36 are ordered. |
recognize the Government Whip.

Sean Wilson: — | wish to table question no. 37.

Speaker Goudy: — Question no. 37 is tabled. | recognize the
Government Whip.

Sean Wilson: — | wish to order question no. 38.

Speaker Goudy: — Question no. 38 is ordered. | recognize the
Government Whip.

Sean Wilson: — | wish to order question 39.

Speaker Goudy: — Question no. 39 is ordered. | recognize the
Government Whip.

Sean Wilson: — | wish to order questions no. 40 to 52.

Speaker Goudy: — 40 to 52 are ordered. | recognize the
Government House Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. |
request leave to move a motion regarding the reappointment of
the Conflict of Interest Commissioner and Registrar of
Lobbyists.

Speaker Goudy: — The Government House Leader has
requested leave. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Government House Leader.
MOTIONS

Reappointment of Conflict of Interest Commissioner
and Registrar of Lobbyists

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and
thank you to the Assembly. | would hereby move:

That pursuant to subsection 18(5) of The Members’ Conflict
of Interest Act, Maurice Herauf be reappointed for one
additional term of five years as the Conflict of Interest
Commissioner and Registrar of Lobbyists, effective July
1st, 2025.

| so move.

Speaker Goudy: — It has been moved by the Government
House Leader:

That pursuant to subsection 18(5) of The Members’ Conflict
of Interest Act, Maurice Herauf be reappointed for one
additional term of five years as the Conflict of Interest
Commissioner and Registrar of Lobbyists, effective July
1st, 2025.

Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | would seek leave to make an
introduction. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

Speaker Goudy: — Well, Mr. Herauf, we’ve appreciated your
work to serve us in the past and we’re looking forward to having
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you serve us in the future. I remember the first time | was in your
office. I was a little nervous, I must admit. Wasn’t sure what you
had the powers to do or undo. And you were very gracious with
a new, young MLA.

And you know, I'm very glad that we have people like you to
serve in this province, and thank you for putting your name
forward. Thank you for serving these hon. members. And all the
best over the next number of years, and health to you and your
family.

Please welcome our newly re-elected Conflict of Interest
Commissioner and Registrar of Lobbyists, Maurice Herauf.

| recognize the Government House Leader.
Hon. Tim McLeod: — Mr. Speaker, | request leave to move a
motion regarding committee membership for the Standing

Committee on Crown and Central Agencies.

Speaker Goudy: — The member has requested leave. Is leave
granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Government House Leader.
MOTIONS
Committee Membership

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would move:
That the name of Brad Crassweller be substituted for the
name of Lori Carr on the Standing Committee on Crown and
Central Agencies.

| so move.

Speaker Goudy: — It has been moved:
That the name of Brad Crassweller be submitted for the
name of Lori Carr on Standing Committee on Crown and
Central Agencies.

Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Government House
Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leave
to move a motion regarding committee membership for the
Standing Committee on the Economy.

Speaker Goudy: — The member has requested leave. Is leave
granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Government House Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Mr. Speaker, | would move:
That the name of Kevin Kasun be substituted for the name
of Terry Jenson on the Standing Committee on the
Economy.

| so move.

Speaker Goudy: — It has been moved by the Government
House Leader:

That the name of Kevin Kasun be substituted for the name
of Terry Jenson on the Standing Committee on the
Economy.

[14:45]

Is the Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

Speaker Goudy: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Government House
Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leave
to move a motion regarding committee membership for the
Standing Committee on Human Services.

Speaker Goudy: — The member has requested leave. Is leave
granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Government House
Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. | would
move:

That the name of David Chan be substituted for the name of
Colleen Young on the Standing Committee on Human
Services.

| so move.

Speaker Goudy: — It has been moved by the Government
House Leader:

That the name of David Chan be substituted for the name of
Colleen Young on the Standing Committee on Human
Services.

Is the Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

Speaker Goudy: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?
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Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Government House
Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. |
request leave once again to move a motion regarding committee
membership for the Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

Speaker Goudy: — The member has requested leave. Is leave
granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Government House
Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would move:
That the name of Chris Beaudry be substituted for the name
of Daryl Harrison on the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts.

| so move.

Speaker Goudy: — It has been moved by the Government
House Leader:

That the name of Chris Beaudry be substituted for the name
of Daryl Harrison on the Standing Committee on Public
Accounts.

Is the Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

Speaker Goudy: — lIs it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would request
leave to move a number of motions of condolence that we have
here.

Speaker Goudy: — The Premier has asked leave to move a
number of motions of condolence. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Leave has been granted. | recognize the
Premier.

CONDOLENCE MOTIONS

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And
thank you to the members of the Assembly for granting leave for,
as | said, a number of motions of condolence of members that
have sat on the floor of this Assembly that have passed in this
past year. And this is a time for us as current members of the
Assembly to honour their service and to honour their families that

provided them with the love and support and the opportunity to
serve on the floor of this Assembly.

Anita Bergman

Hon. Scott Moe: — So first, Mr. Speaker, | would move the
motion:

That this Assembly records with sorrow and regret the
passing of a former member of this Assembly and expresses
its grateful appreciation of the contribution that she made to
her community, to her constituency, and to the province.

Anita Bergman, who passed away on February the 8th of
2025 at the age of 79 years old, was a member of this
Legislative Assembly from 1994 until 1995, representing
the constituency of Regina North West for the
Saskatchewan Liberal Party.

Born in Grand Rapids, Minnesota on April the 16th of 1945,
Anita Bergman earned her Bachelor of Arts from the State
University of lowa in 1968. She emigrated to Saskatchewan
later that year, where she completed a Master of Arts in
psychology at the University of Regina in 1973 and became
a Canadian citizen in 1974. That same year the Bergman
family spent two months living at the base camp they had
established in the Deep Bay meteor crater on Reindeer Lake
in northern Saskatchewan.

As a psychologist Anita Bergman was instrumental in
creating the Socialization, Communication, and Education
Program, or the SCEP Centre, helping to pioneer innovative
therapeutic approaches for young children and their families
in a career that spanned some 40 years. She was also an
accomplished potter who owned and operated Sun Pottery
in Lumsden.

Anita Bergman’s public service also extended into
community leadership as well as political life. She served as
the president of the Regina Pro-Life Association, president
of the Saskatchewan Liberal Party, and board Chair of the
Regina and District Health Board.

In her personal life Anita Bergman shared a passion for
wilderness canoeing with her husband, Joe, and their
children. She continued annual paddling adventures with
her husband throughout their later years. Following his
passing she moved to Haida Gwaii, BC [British Columbia].

Anita Bergman is survived, and | would say sadly missed, by
her children Carey and Noah as well as extended family.

In recording its own deep sense of loss and bereavement, this
Assembly expresses its most sincere sympathy to members of
the bereaved family.

I so move.

Speaker Goudy: — Would the House take the motion as read?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Is the Assembly ready for the question? Is it the
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pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion? | recognize the
Leader of the Opposition.

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed an honour to
join with the Premier and put a few remarks on the record with regard
to the condolence motions that we have in front of us, will have
in front of us today.

I think at the end of a long spring session like we’ve almost been
through, certainly members of this House understand the
dedication and the sacrifice that it takes to serve in this Assembly.
And | think it is fitting on a day when we have a number of former
members here that we stand to honour those who have passed and
thank them for their service, and also send our condolences on to
their loved ones, their friends and family, who we all know
supported them to be able to do this job on behalf of their
constituents and the people of Saskatchewan.

Anita Bergman, as the Premier has mentioned, served Regina
North West, sat as a Liberal from 1994 to 1995, originally from
Minnesota, chose to move to this beautiful province and become
a citizen of this wonderful country. She spent two months living
with her family inside the Deep Bay meteor crater on the large
and beautiful Reindeer Lake in northeast Saskatchewan.

And after finishing an M.A. [Master of Arts] in psychology, she
pioneered a truly innovative therapeutic program for children for
their socialization and communication, the SCEP program, Mr.
Speaker, a program that has helped so many families in this
province. | had the honour of doing a practicum placement with
SCEP while I was training to be a social worker. And | know that
she would be encouraged by seeing how her legacy at SCEP for
those families, with the fantastic staff that they have there today,
continues right up until this day.

As has been mentioned, she also ran a pottery business in
Lumsden and loved selling her wares at Bazaart, and had a
garden over an acre in size on her Lumsden acreage, growing
much of her own food. And I think, Mr. Speaker, as we move
through these motions, it is important to remember the service.
Perhaps for members here in this Assembly today, it’s important
to see that there is also a fantastic life of service outside of this
Assembly when we choose. And certainly Anita Bergman made
the most of that life on her acreage in Lumsden, and we are
grateful for her service.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Regina
Rochdale.

Joan Pratchler: — Thank you. | too would like to extend my
deepest condolences to Anita Bergman’s family and friends.
Anita just lived down the road from us, and | had several
opportunities to meet her at St. Michael’s Retreat House that was
very dear to her.

Along with all those who served with her and those who will
follow her, we are grateful for the contribution as a role model
for women in politics, the contributions she made to her
community, her constituency, and to the province. May she rest
in peace, and may perpetual light shine upon her. Amen.

Speaker Goudy: — lIs it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Premier.
Gay White Caswell

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | would
also like to move:

That this Assembly records with sorrow and regret the
passing of a former member of this Assembly and expresses
its grateful appreciation of the contribution that she made to
her community, to her constituency, and to her province.

Gay White Caswell, who passed away on January the 2nd
of 2025 at the age of 76, was a member of this Legislative
Assembly from 1982 until 1986. She represented the
constituency of Saskatoon Westmount for the Progressive
Conservative Party.

Born in Girvin, Saskatchewan on May the 30th, 1948, Gay
White Caswell attended the Davidson high school before
earning her teacher’s certificate from the University of
Regina and a Bachelor of Arts in history from St. Thomas
More College at the University of Saskatchewan. Following
university she worked as a teacher in northern
Saskatchewan for two years before moving back to
Saskatoon in 1972 with her hushand and raising her family.

After her time in office, she served as a researcher for the
Progressive Conservative administration under then premier
Grant Devine before working as a speech writer for various
politicians in Regina and in Ottawa from 1987 until 1991.

Gay White Caswell co-founded L’Ecole Notre Dame Du
Nord, an independent Catholic school and mission in
Brabant Lake, Saskatchewan. She also was the founder and
president of Victorious Women of Canada.

Gay White Caswell is survived and is sadly missed by her
husband, John, and their children Daniel, Nathan, Naomi,
Esther, Joshua, and David, as well as their families.

In recording its own deep sense of loss and bereavement,
this Assembly expresses its most sincere sympathy to
members of the bereaved family.

Speaker Goudy: — Would the House take the motion as read?
Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Is the Assembly ready for the question? |
recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again it is my privilege
to be able to stand and offer some remarks with the motion of
condolence in front of us for Gay Caswell.

As the Premier mentioned, Gay Caswell served the people of
Saskatoon Westmount for the Progressive Conservatives
between the years of 1982 and 1986. Someone who had a deep
history and experience when it came to education in our
province, getting her teacher’s certificate from the U of R and a
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B.A. [Bachelor of Arts] later from St. Thomas More College.

As has been mentioned, she also went on to found the L’Ecole
Notre Dame du Nord, an independent Catholic school and
mission near Brabant Lake, near the beautiful northern
community of La Ronge. And she also worked as a teacher in
northern Saskatchewan.

Mr. Speaker, it was not that many years ago when one of my
colleagues, the first of my colleagues who while she was serving
this Assembly, had a baby, something that hadn’t happened for a
long time. And people didn’t know if it had happened before in
this Assembly while there was a sitting member. In fact there had
been. During that time, between 1982 and 1986, Gay Caswell
was the first woman to give birth while sitting as an MLA in this
legislature.

She was a trailblazer. And it took many more years until we saw
another woman in this Assembly give birth, but I think it’s
always important that we pay homage to those who have broken
trail before us. And we certainly have had many trailblazers
through this Assembly over the years.

I’d like to join with the Premier in extending our sincere
condolences to her hushand, John, and their children and
grandchildren, and on behalf of all members of the official
opposition, thank her for her service to the people of this
province.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Advanced
Education.

[15:00]

Hon. Ken Cheveldayoff: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
It is indeed an honour to join the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in recognizing the life of Gay White Caswell,
someone who | had the privilege of knowing personally. In 1986,
hard to believe, but | was working in this building. | was a
summer student and | had a chance . . .

An Hon. Member: — Four years old.

Hon. Ken Cheveldayoff: — Yeah, four years old. Not quite, but
yeah. But you know, it was just an honour to be here and to learn
about this institution and to get to know the MLAs at the time.

And Gay was one of those MLAs that took the time to find out
about summer students and find out about what their dreams and
careers and aspirations would be, what they were studying, and
what they were working on. So that’s where I got to know her.
What | remember most is the bright smile she had on her face
every time she met you and always a good word.

And | reached out to former premier Grant Devine and asked if
he could share some stories about Gay. And | shared one the
other day in the legislature here as her son Daniel was in the
legislative gallery and his wife, Brandy, as well. And we had a
chance to talk about her a little bit through a member’s
recognition.

Premier Devine said that, you know, what he remembers most
about her is her strong Christian belief, that she made no

apologies about it. She was a strong Christian and everybody
knew it. And she stood proudly on those avails and was able to
articulate that in the legislature, in the caucus room, and
throughout the province. So very, very proud of the work that she
did.

I shared the somewhat humorous story in the legislature here the
other day, but I’ll repeat it again. You know, when she was trying
to get the attention of a cabinet minister — and Gay was
diminutive in stature, not very tall, but the cabinet minister was
very tall — and she was trying to get his attention. And he wasn’t
paying attention to her so she gave him a little boot in the shin.
And that became legendary in the building here at that time. And
she got his attention from that time on, and everybody had a good
laugh about it. But it was just a signal about how serious she was
about her constituents and about her background and about the
privilege that she had in serving in the legislature here.

Now she was one of the MLAs that I don’t think had any
expectation of actually getting here, because she ran in a strong,
strong New Democratic seat in 1982 and represented, | believe,
by John Brockelbank prior to that. And you know, she was
successful, so came here with a lot of vim and vigour.

And now with her large family, you know, they continue to make
a great impact on this province. And | do know Daniel the best
of all the kids. He works for Brad Redekopp as an assistant to the
newly elected Member of Parliament for Saskatoon West. So |
would like to join all members in thanking the family of Gay
White Caswell for her contribution and the memories that we
have. And the contribution continues. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Eastview.

Matt Love: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour to join
with the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, and my colleague
from Saskatoon Willowgrove to celebrate and remember the life
of Gay Caswell. Many of my colleagues in Saskatoon have
gotten to know her son Daniel who was here the other day and
was recognized and honoured by the member from Willowgrove.
So you see him at many events, and so it’s meaningful to
recognize the service of a fellow Saskatoon MLA.

And you know, in addition, Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize Gay
White Caswell for her life of service to this province because her
pathway into politics was perhaps similar to mine, and similar to
many, as she was also an educator. And | understand that she
taught for a number of years in northern Saskatchewan, including
founding a Catholic school near La Ronge.

So in recognition of her life of service and politics and education,
on behalf of my colleagues in Saskatoon and the opposition, |
again join with the Premier and the leader to express our
condolences to all those who celebrate the life of Gay White
Caswell and mourn her loss at this time.

Speaker Goudy: — lIs it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Premier.
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Anne deBlois Smart

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And |
would move:

That this Assembly records with sorrow and regret the
passing of a former member of this Assembly and expresses
its grateful appreciation of the contribution that she made to
her community, to her constituency, and to her province.

Anne deBlois Smart passed away on May the 17th, 2024 at
the age of 88 years. She was a member of this Legislative
Assembly from 1986 to 1991, and she represented the
constituency of Saskatoon Centre for the New Democratic
Party.

Anne deBlois Smart was born in Brooklyn, New York on
December the 8th, 1935. She studied at Smith College in
Massachusetts and earned a degree in English, history, and
philosophy from Queen’s University in Kingston. She later
completed a Master’s of Library Science with additional
studies at Concordia University and the University of
Western Ontario.

In 1972 she moved to Saskatoon to work as a librarian at the
Saskatoon Public Library, where she also served as a
program coordinator and launched Fridays at Two, a long-
running program for seniors. She later served as vice-
president and then president of the Saskatchewan Library
Association.

Anne deBlois Smart was deeply engaged in her community.
She helped to establish the Saskatoon Jazz Society and
Access Transit, chaired the board of the 25th Street Theatre,
volunteered with the Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra, and
supported various women’s and seniors’ groups. Her
commitment to public service extended beyond her
legislative career. She served on the board of Saskatoon
Seniors Continued Learning, an initiative offering non-
credit courses in partnership with the University of
Saskatchewan. She also supported local agriculture as a
partner in a small farming operation and as a member of the
Saskatoon Farmers’ Market Cooperative. In 1984 she
received a YWCA Women of the Year Award for her
contributions to education and to public life.

Anne deBlois Smart is survived and sadly missed by her
husband, Larry, and her daughter Margaret and her family.

In recording its own deep sense of loss and bereavement,
this Assembly expresses its most sincere sympathy to
members of the bereaved family.

| so move.

Speaker Goudy: — Would the House take the motion as read?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Is the Assembly ready for the question? |
recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again it’s an honour

and a privilege to be able to stand in this place and put some
remarks on the record with regard to the condolence motion for
Anne Smart, member for Saskatoon Centre from 1986 to 1991.
Again someone who was born in the United States, born in
Brooklyn, but made her life here and made her mark, and served
the people of this province.

Anne was someone, as has been mentioned, who not only
provided service to the people of Saskatchewan in this Assembly,
someone who dedicated her whole life to community service for
seniors, her service as a librarian with the Saskatoon Public
Library, also serving as the president of the Saskatchewan
Library Association, and someone who was spry and involved,
and involved with her local writers’ group right up until near the
time of her passing in her final years. She was rightly honoured
by her peers, winning the 1984 YWCA Women of the Year
Award. And she also kept busy running a market garden, was a
member of the Saskatoon Farmers’ Market Cooperative.

Mr. Speaker, like the other members that we have spoken about
with regard to these condolence motions today, Anne was
someone who was a person who was going to serve the people in
her community whether she was elected to office or whether she
was not, and this is something that has brought so much strength
and vibrancy to the people of our province.

I wish to extend sincere condolences on behalf of the official
opposition to her husband, Larry, her daughter Margaret, and all
who knew and loved Anne Smart. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Eastview.

Matt Love: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour to rise
and enter the condolence motion for Anne Smart, an NDP MLA
who served in this Chamber for five years in a riding that covered
what is now both Saskatoon Centre and Saskatoon Meewasin.

Now | did have the honour of meeting Anne a couple of years
ago. She came for a meeting at my office, and she was organizing
with some fellow residents at Luther Heights where she lived in
Saskatoon, and she had organized a petition, Mr. Speaker. She
had convened meetings in her building. It had to do with the life
leases and the way that the building was funded, and a loss of
funding that they were experiencing.

And yet she didn’t tell me until the end of our meeting that she
had previously been in the role that | was currently in as the critic
for Seniors in the opposition. And it wasn’t until I commended
her for her ability to articulate an issue and organize and write a
petition that she did indicate that she had worked in the role that
I was currently in. And | think that speaks to her humility but also
her incredible competence as a public servant.

Mr. Speaker, Anne moved to Saskatoon in 1972 to work as a
professional librarian at the Saskatoon Public Library under the
direction of Frances Morrison, of whom our main library in
downtown Saskatoon is named. While at Saskatoon Public
Library it was noted that Anne produced innovative
programming for the residents of Saskatoon.

During this time she was involved in many community groups as
has been noted, such as Saskatoon Jazz Society and Access
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Transit. She was also actively involved in women’s groups in the
city, encouraging women to be more involved in politics and
their communities.

Anne was active in her local NDP constituency and would
eventually run for provincial office as an NDP candidate in 1986,
winning the riding of Saskatoon Centre. She went on to serve as
an MLA for five years. In her maiden speech, she recognized
three women elected in the NDP caucus and said:

Being an MLA is a challenge | take up with great interest
and enthusiasm, and hope that the day will come soon when
many more women are able to join us beside our male
colleagues in this Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, | think Anne would be so proud at how many
women followed in her footsteps and have joined the ranks of the
NDP in this caucus.

During her time in the legislature, Anne was a strong advocate
for the less fortunate and fought for a more equitable society.
Anne was what we call in the education field a lifelong learner.
After retiring from politics, Anne would go on to take courses at
the U of S [University of Saskatchewan], then known as the
Saskatoon Seniors Continued Learning programs. Serving on the
board of directors of the university Anne was successful in saving
the seniors learning program as the university sought to cut the
program.

Now, Mr. Speaker, this paragraph stood out to me in her obituary:

Anne and Larry [her partner] enjoyed many adventures
parenting, step-parenting, grandparenting, cat caring,
owning farmland for market gardening, travelling,
entertaining, acting as Simulated Patients for the paramedic
programs at SIAST, exercising with the Coronary Artery
Rehabilitation Group at the Field House, studying, writing,
reading, attending plays and concerts, coping with aging,
and enjoying the many companionships along the way.

It was noted that Anne was very pleased to celebrate an 80th
birthday with friends during the pandemic, friends and family
who would be her strength as she navigated the ups and downs
of that time.

Lastly, I’'ll quote the last sentence of her obituary here, Mr.
Speaker:

At Anne’s request there will be no memorial. She asks only
that you support Larry, vote NDP and pay your taxes with a
smile.

Anne was a true public servant, a feminist, an advocate, a lifelong
learner, an avid reader. She was truly invested in her community.
She fought for the voiceless, the vulnerable. I'm honoured to
remember her here today. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Advanced
Education.

Hon. Ken Cheveldayoff: — Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker.
Again it’s a great privilege to join with the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition and members opposite to recognize the

life and career and contribution of Anne Smart. | got to know her
not through politics but just being someone who was interested
in community affairs in Saskatoon at a young age. And she was
a person that was everywhere. Like it’s been mentioned, you
know, the Jazz Society and basically any cause that was there,
Anne was part of it. And of course I didn’t share her political
beliefs, but she was always friendly and a great representative for
Saskatoon before she was elected.

[15:15]

And of course she chose to enter politics and she first ran against
Eric Cline for a nomination, one of those legendary nominations
that we all hear about back in the day where hundreds of people
would come. And Mr. Cline won that nomination, but then she
chose to run in the adjacent seat.

I asked former premier Calvert a little bit about Anne Smart, and
he told me that . . . He said the statute of limitations is over so |
can tell you this. He said she caused more debate in the NDP
caucus and in the floor of the legislature about things than most
members, but it was all for the betterment. And he said when she
first came here her main concern was, where are the women’s
washrooms here? She said, there’s hardly any women’s
washrooms. And well now today we know there’s an equal
number, and it was for those early pioneers like Anne Smart that
made it happen.

So again I’d like to join my colleagues in wishing the deepest
condolences to Anne’s family and recognizing the contributions
she made for the province.

Speaker Goudy: — lIs it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Premier.
Evelyn Foster

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | would
move:

That this Assembly records with sorrow and regret the
passing of a former member of this Assembly and expresses
its grateful appreciation of the contribution that she made to
her community, to her constituency, and to her province.

Evelyn Foster, who passed away on April the 7th of 2025
at the age of 75 years, was a member of this Legislative
Assembly from 1982 until 1986. She represented the
constituency of Saskatoon Nutana for the Progressive
Conservative Party.

Born on November the 25th, 1949, Evelyn Foster grew up
in Kerrobert, Saskatchewan. She attended the University of
Saskatchewan before eventually settling in Saskatoon with
her family. In addition to her political endeavours, Evelyn
Foster was both a dedicated homemaker and business
person. Prior to her time as MLA, she pursued a career in
the insurance industry, managing an insurance agency for
two years before starting and operating her own insurance
company.
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Outside of the legislature Evelyn Foster played an integral
role in the establishment of Child Find Saskatchewan, a
non-profit organization that is dedicated to locating missing
children, and she served as the organization’s founding
executive director. She was also a dedicated advocate for
animal welfare and supported the work of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or the SPCA, in various
ways throughout her life.

Evelyn Foster is survived and sadly missed by her children
James and Shellan and their families.

In recording its own deep sense of loss and bereavement,
this Assembly expresses its most sincere sympathy to
members of the bereaved family.

Speaker Goudy: — Would the House take the motion as read?
Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Is the Assembly ready for the question? |
recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | join with the Premier
in expressing sorrow and regret as we enter remarks onto the
record with regard to the condolence motion, and also thank
Evelyn Foster for her service to the people of this province,
member for Saskatoon Nutana for the Progressive Conservatives
between the years of 1982 and 1986.

| think there are many ways to live a good life, Mr. Speaker,
many ways to express that, but someone who dedicated her time
and effort towards protecting children and protecting animals is
a pretty good person in my books, Mr. Speaker. Someone who
not only served the people of this province, served those causes,
also enjoyed hobbies like flower arranging, making wreaths.

But the thing that | want to spend a little bit of time on in making
these remarks and expressing our condolences to her family is
around Evelyn Foster’s maiden speech to this Assembly. And
they do tell you when you are first making that inaugural speech
in this Assembly to put a lot of time into it, and | know that
members do. And they will also encourage you — or warn you
— that people will look at that speech for a long time to come.
And | think many of us have had opportunity when preparing our
own speeches to look at those speeches.

In preparing remarks today, | came across a passage from
Evelyn’s inaugural speech. It’s in the form of poetry, and |
acknowledge that | stand with very big shoes to fill when it comes
to the former member for Regina Lakeview, literally and
figuratively, in reading poetry onto the record of this Assembly.
But I will do my best, because | think it is a beautiful message
that Evelyn has put on the record for all of us in this Assembly:

We [are] all . . . blind until we see
That in the human plan

Nothing is worth the making

If it does not make a man.

Why build these cities glorious

If man unbuilded goes?

In vain we build the world unless
The builder also grows.

Mr. Speaker, my limited remembrance of university English
classes tells me this poetry, the interpretation of the reader is
important. From that | take this meaning: the work that we do
here for the people must centre people in all of those works.

I thank Evelyn Foster for putting that beautiful passage on the
record in her maiden speech, and | extend sincere condolences
on behalf of the official opposition to her family and loved ones.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Advanced
Education.

Hon. Ken Cheveldayoff: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.
Again it’s a great pleasure to have the opportunity to join with
the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition and to recognize
the life and contributions of Evelyn Louise Foster.

Again, she was somebody that | came to know in my early days
in the legislature. At that time she was known as Evelyn Bacon.
And she served as a member of the legislature from ’82 to 86,
and | wish to share deepest condolences with her family.

I came to know her as an MLA in Saskatoon and someone who
was just . . . enjoyed life and was very spry and very articulate.
And | remember her sharing an office with a former justice, Hon.
Kim Young, the husband of the member for Lloydminster. And
I remember visiting that office and always being welcomed and
always having a chance to volunteer in many ways.

Later on in life, Evelyn became a constituent of mine, and she
did not hesitate to pick up the phone and give me a call. She was
one of those people that used to call me Kenny. And she’d say,
“Kenny, I saw you on TV today. Here’s what you could do
better.” Or she would say, “Oh, I saw what the opposition was
trying to do to you, and they tried to do that to us as well, and
don’t let them do that.” You know, you just had a good
conversation.

So she was one of those MLAs that went on to be question period
watchers. So oftentimes she would articulate what she saw on
television and give you her interpretation as how you could be a
better MLA and deal with the topic of the day.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | wish to add my condolences to Evelyn
Foster, Evelyn Bacon’s family and wish them positive thoughts
as they talk about the contribution that she made both as a
member of the legislature and a citizen of Saskatoon.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Eastview.

Matt Love: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an honour again to
join with the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition and the
member from Willowgrove again as a fellow legislative
colleague from the city of Saskatoon to celebrate the
achievements, the life of service of Evelyn Foster and to express
our condolences to all those who remember her life and mourn
her loss.

I want to echo the words of the Leader of the Opposition, who
remarked that any individual who has the commitment of Evelyn
of looking out for the safety of children, the well-being of
animals, is a good person in my books as well, Mr. Speaker. And
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you know, with that, | certainly hope that the member from
Willowgrove took all the advice that Evelyn has had to offer over
the years. I'm sure that it’s helped him to become a better
representative as well.

And we all have those people in our lives, whether they be former
legislators or, you know, community leaders, who are quick to
pick up the phone and give us a call, and so I’'m thankful that
Evelyn continued that throughout her lifetime to offer that advice
and that guidance, Mr. Speaker.

With that, you know, I’1l just again say what an honour it is to
celebrate Evelyn’s life here in the Assembly and, on behalf of the
opposition and my colleagues from Saskatoon, express our
sincere condolences to all those who celebrate her and mourn her
loss.

Speaker Goudy: — lIs it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Premier.
Lyle Stewart

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And
prior to reading the motion for the last member that we have here
today, | would maybe just offer a few comments on my friend,
the late Lyle Stewart.

Mr. Speaker, much can be said about Lyle. Some is factual; some
is fiction. All is good, Mr. Speaker. We all obviously know of the
one reported incident where someone tried to take his vehicle. |
think there was more than one, but there was one that was
reported, Mr. Speaker. Unreported incidents of the former
member from Saskatoon Silverspring and Lyle’s porch getting
into a battle, Mr. Speaker.

Our friend Lyle, he was a pilot. Not everyone knew he was a
pilot, Mr. Speaker. And there’s, you know, many shared stories
about his time in the air, most of it safe. Lyle also was a farmer
as many knew. He farmed not only out in the Pense area, where
the family farm still is and his son and his family resides, but he
also farmed for a period of time in the US as well. He’s a rancher
and a cowboy at heart, Mr. Speaker. And you know, he was a
husband, a father, and he was a very proud grandfather, like so
many.

As he found his way through the years that | knew him, being
elected in this House in 1999 and myself in 2011, | had the
opportunity and the honour to spend a fair amount of time with
Lyle officially in a work capacity, Mr. Speaker — and I'll get to
some of that in a minute — but also as a friend, and spent a lot of
time just reminiscing.

And you know, | would say his demeanour and his temperament,
it changed a little bit over the period of time that | spent with
Lyle, for various reasons. Mr. Speaker, as we know, he battled
cancer a number of times, | think on four or five different
occasions, and swore up and down it wouldn’t be cancer that took
him.

But he was always proud, and in particular in the last number of
years, he was always proud, Mr. Speaker, of his grandkids. |
remember him sharing a story of teaching them to drive, and you
know, teaching them how the levers would actually . . . you’d be
able to steer, you know, the vehicle with these levers. And | said,
well what were you teaching them to drive on? It was a Cat. I’'m
like, you’re teaching your grandchildren to drive on a Cat — |
think it a was D6 or D7 Cat or something — around the yard? He
said it was just simpler that way, Mr. Speaker. He was an
interesting guy to say the least.

But I’d share maybe just a couple of personal stories about my
friend. Shortly after 1 was elected in 2011, we had an
announcement in caucus that there was going to be a number of
legislative secretaries that were appointed. And those names
came out and | was appointed to be the Legislative Secretary to
the Minister of Agriculture with a focus on value-added food
production and how can we enhance the investment around
value-added food production.

And so the premier had said at that point in time, he said, “You
know, give your minister a few days. Make an appointment with
his office. Go up and sit down and talk to him and they’1l really
talk to you about, you know, some of the work plan on your
initiative moving forward.”

[15:30]

I was quite excited about this all and had made the appointment.
At the time the Minister of Agriculture was Lyle, or Minister
Stewart, | suppose | would have referred to him at that point in
time, and made an appointment with his office. Came up, sat in
his office. He wasn’t in there yet but they sat me down at the little
round table there. And | was excited and nervous and ready to
embark on, you know, some new duties as a Legislative
Secretary.

And Lyle came in and he sat down. And he says, “Hmm. So
you’re my Legislative Secretary.” I said, “Yeah, yeah. Quite
excited.” “Hmm. Told Brad I didn’t want a Legislative
Secretary.” And my excitement was removed from my body
immediately and I said, “Well,” I said, “Here I am.” “Well as
long as you’re here, we might as well put you to work.”

And so off we went out to Toronto and met with a number of,
you know, value-added firms and some of the vegetable firms.
And really, 1 think, it was the start of some of the conversation
that then Lyle had the opportunity to work on later in his career
as the Legislative Secretary on the Diefenbaker irrigation project.

And some of the information that we gathered at that point in
time with respect to, you know, vegetable-processing companies
and what they would need to actually locate a processing facility
in a place like Saskatchewan in the way of irrigable acres, in the
way of developing an industry like a vegetable industry in
Saskatchewan, developing an industry that might be three, four,
five, $6,000 an acre in revenues as opposed to some of the very
profitable grain farms that we have here today. But this would be
three, four, five times the dollars per acre.

And so Lyle, in some of the work that he had embarked and
pointed me in the right direction in those early days, | think
benefited and he brought home with some of the work that he did
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later on the Diefenbaker irrigation project.

As we saw Lyle as well go through the years . . . He maybe kept
his feelings a little more suppressed in the early years when | was
elected — such as he might mention to and crush the heart of a
very ambitious young Legislative Secretary at the time, Mr.
Speaker. But as we found our way through the years and, | think
everyone had seen, a few battles with cancer, Lyle started to wear
his emotions and his heart a little more on his sleeve.

And some of the conversations that I know many, likely on both
sides of the House, had. Fred could relate. Some of the
conversations Lyle had . . . yourself, Mr. Speaker. And | can tell
you a story off the record about your relationship with him after.
I might get there, Mr. Speaker. But he very much was, you know,
a much more openly emotional man, a much more open man to
speak about his faith.

And | always believed Lyle to be a faithful man and have his own
personal faith and beliefs. However | think later in his life he
truly did show that faith to virtually everyone he had spoken to.
And | was speaking to him at one point in time where he was
speaking of his faith and at times his observance of my lack of
faith.

And | had remembered that early conversation we had about me
being a Legislative Secretary and coming to see him, and | had
been waiting and biding my time to respond to the feeling that he
had provided me that day, Mr. Speaker. And so he was speaking
of his faith and T said, “Lyle,” I said, “I’ve known you a number
of years,” and I said, “What it appears to me is that you’re
cramming for your final exam here.” And we all had a laugh, as
he wasn’t doing so well at that point in time, Mr. Speaker.

And you know, | truly miss my friend. | truly, truly miss my
friend. He was the guy that would come into the office and never
sugar-coat what he had heard, combined with what he thought
and how he felt. And he would give it to you in a very, very direct
fashion. And it never once impacted the relationship and the
friendship that | had with him. Mr. Speaker, I miss my friend
dearly.

And he was a role model for many in this Assembly, including
myself. And | thank him for his service and | thank his family for
supporting him in that service for the better part of 20 years, over
20 years, Mr. Speaker.

So it is with personal sorrow that | move this following motion:

That this Assembly records with sorrow and regret the
passing of a former member of this Assembly and expresses
its grateful appreciation of the contribution he made to his
community, his constituency, and to the province.

Lyle Stewart passed away on July the 30th, 2024 at the age
of 73, following a battle with cancer. He served as a member
of this Legislative Assembly from 1999 until 2023,
representing the constituencies of Thunder Creek and
Lumsden-Morse for the Saskatchewan Party. Lyle Stewart
also served on the Executive Council as the minister of
Enterprise and Innovation, minister of Agriculture, minister
responsible for the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance
Corporation, and as Provincial Secretary. He was one of the

first members of the Saskatchewan Party and served as the
party’s interim leader for a period in 2004.

Born on June the 4th, 1951, Lyle Stewart farmed and
ranched on the family farm near Pense, Saskatchewan for
many years and was known as a community leader before
he entered provincial politics. Throughout his life he served
as a municipal councillor, a school board trustee, and a
minor and senior hockey coach. He was active on both
school and rink boards, and he supported numerous
community initiatives  through  volunteerism and
fundraising.

Beyond the legislature, Lyle Stewart was involved with
several agricultural and economic organizations. He was a
member of the Western Canadian Wheat Growers
Association and the Saskatchewan Stock Growers
Association. In 2012 he was elected president of the Pacific
NorthWest Economic Region executive committee,
becoming the first representative from Saskatchewan to
hold that post.

Lyle Stewart is survived and he is sadly missed by his wife,
Juanita, his children Stephanie, Alison, and Lee, and his
former wife, Linda, and their families.

In recording its own deep sense of loss and bereavement,
this Assembly expresses its most sincere sympathy to
members of the bereaved family.

Speaker Goudy: — Would the House take the motion as read?
Some Hon. Members: — Yes.
Speaker Goudy: — Is the Assembly ready for the question?

Carla Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of the
official opposition, I'd like to enter some remarks on the record
on the condolence motion honouring Lyle Stewart, member of
the Sask Party, member of this Chamber for 24 years, the only
member of those that we are speaking about today that | served
with.

And | know that there are many members in this Assembly who
also served with Lyle and have many stories, as there were a lot
of stories. The Premier has canvassed some of them; I don’t know
that he mentioned the mechanical bull story. But there were a lot.
And you know, someone who serves for 24 years, Mr. Speaker,
a lot of stories, they collect. And I know many of his colleagues
remember them fondly today and at many times while they sit in
this Assembly.

As the Premier had mentioned, Lyle was the first Saskatchewan-
based president of PNWER, the Pacific NorthWest Economic
Region; one of the first members of the Saskatchewan Party;
interim leader of the Saskatchewan Party in 2004; and someone
who before politics had a very long history serving at the RM
level, the trustee level, and on many boards, and as a coach, like
so many people in this province, Mr. Speaker.

As | said, there are a lot of stories about Lyle. When | think about
some of them, two things stand out for me. One was his voice —
unique. [ didn’t always like what he was saying in this Assembly.
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Sometimes | did. | remember his Christmas message that always
was one of the last things before we rose for the break at
Christmas.

But it’s always this memory that I think of, and it was Bill 14.
And some of you weren’t here; some of you were. It was The
Horned Cattle Purchases Repeal Act. And Lyle of course was a
long-time rancher and farmer and was the Agriculture minister.
And he was really pretty sure that no one in the opposition had a
clue what horned cattle, perhaps even cattle, looked like. Not
saying he was right, Mr. Speaker, but that was the joke.

And he would wait in second reading to see who was up on the
bill, and then he would call the Pages over and if you were up
speaking on that bill, you would expect a file to come over to this
side while you were reading the bill. And in it was a big — about
this size — picture of a long-horned. It’s just a head shot. I don’t
know if it was a heifer or a steer, but he would giggle and giggle,
and you could hear him giggling. He sat right over here where
the current minister is sitting.

You know there are a lot of accomplishments and biographies
that all of us will accumulate over a long service. There are also
a lot of stories. And especially in those second reading and the
night sittings, I think there’s a message there that don’t be afraid
to have little jokes across the aisle and be seen as being human
with each other in this Assembly.

I know that there are many members on the other side who served
with Lyle who have fond memories, different memories than we
have. He probably had an overabundance of confidence that
some of the members on the other side knew what horned cattle
looked like, Mr. Speaker, but they have their own memories.

And | join with the Premier on behalf of the official opposition
in expressing condolences to all who mourn the loss of Lyle, and
extend condolences to his family.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the member from Lumsden-
Morse.

Blaine McLeod: — Mr. Speaker, today we remember the Hon.
Lyle Stewart, a man many of us knew well. Now, Mr. Speaker, |
know that you knew Lyle as a colleague and a friend, and | expect
that he would recognize and remember you as a spiritual mentor.

I knew him initially as a friend of my father’s as my dad, along
with countless other people, helped Lyle win the Sask Party
nomination in 1999 and then successfully win a seat in the
general election when 25 Sask Party members were elected.

Shortly after this election, my wife and | became involved in the
Thunder Creek Sask Party constituency association. And how |
miss that name, Thunder Creek constituency. And that’s when a
lifelong friendship began. My wife, Marlie, served as treasurer
and business manager for several elections. And | would take
time off from my busy life as a dairy farmer to show Lyle around
our part of the constituency approximately every four years,
oftentimes in between as well.

Lyle was always graciously received by all he met, and the time
spent with him was thoroughly enjoyed. Lyle continued to serve
Thunder Creek and later Lumsden-Morse for twenty-three and a

half years, winning six elections during that time period.

Now during Lyle’s time as Saskatchewan’s Agriculture minister,
where he served with prominence and distinction, he appointed
me to serve on a livestock development committee as we sought
to provide guidance on how to remove barriers to the
development and growth of the cattle industry in Saskatchewan.
And I, for one, will be forever grateful for that opportunity as |
met many fellow farmers and ranchers and people that were
leaders across the province, and it whet my appetite to want to do
more.

Lyle brought passion to everything he did for our province and
we continue to benefit from his efforts — promoting and
planning for the Lake Diefenbaker irrigation expansion, a tireless
trade mission ambassador, expansion of crop insurance, and
serving as president of the Pacific NorthWest Economic Region
in 2012 and ’13, where he worked to strengthen economic ties.

And I noticed as | campaigned in his backyard, the legend of Lyle
Stewart still loomed large. Many times | had the opportunity to
hear people say, he was my hockey coach; | played hockey with
him; or | served on the school board or the rink board or the
council or as a trustee with him.

[15:45]

Yes, he is gone, but certainly not forgotten. Now Lyle passed
away on July 30th, 2023 after a courageous battle with cancer.
And when he spoke with me about stepping back as a member
from the legislature, he said, “T hope that I’1l be around to be able
to vote for you.” And he was. He was.

Lyle is survived by his wife, Juanita, his son Lee, who continues
to farm just north of Pense on the family farm, and two daughters,
Stephanie and Alison, who live in Ontario. And Lyle, as already
was mentioned, was so proud of the list of grandchildren who
were special and dear to their grandparents, Lyle and Linda
Stewart.

Lyle was a husband, a father, grandfather, and a dedicated MLA
for our beautiful province. For me, he was a good friend, a
mentor, a giant of a man who will always be fondly remembered.
The friendship that my wife and | built with Lyle and his former
wife, Linda, continues to endure.

It wouldn’t be good if I didn’t finish with a quote from Lyle
Stewart, from a man who was most comfortable in jeans and
cowboy boots. And Lyle would say, any day without a tie is a
good day.

Mr. Speaker, Lyle Stewart made a very profound profession of
his faith right here in this very room. It was Easter, the third
session of the twenty-eighth legislature.

I am proud to be able to stand here today and say that | do
have faith. And on the day [that] you finally lay this old seed
in the ground, I’1l be okay, because Jesus went first and he
lives.

So fitting that he referred to himself as “this old seed.” Spoken
like a true farmer, Mr. Speaker. I’'m reminded of a beautiful song
written by one of my favourite country artists, Vince Gill. And |
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know this is not a funeral, but it’s a song that I think Lyle would
really appreciate.

Go rest high on that mountain
Son your work on earth is done
Go to heaven a-shoutin’

Love for the Father and the Son

Thank you, Lyle, for all you’ve done for this province. You are
missed, and we will continue to preserve and protect the legacy
you have left. May God bless us all.

Speaker Goudy: — I recognize the Minister of Highways.

Hon. David Marit: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Obviously Lyle
meant a lot to everybody on this side of the House, and to the
Assembly as a whole, for the professionalism and the integrity
that he brought to the Assembly and the respect that he gave it as
well.

| had the privilege of meeting Lyle in my early years at SARM
[Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities] probably
over 25 years ago, and got to work with Lyle on a number of
fronts back then. Obviously there was issues in rural
Saskatchewan with schools and things like that, and Lyle and |
seemed to show up at a lot of those meetings together.

And the first time | really got to work with Lyle is when he was
appointed by the then premier, Brad Wall, as minister of
Enterprise Saskatchewan. And Premier Wall had appointed me
to that board of directors as well, so we got to do and hear some
interesting things as well. And then when | got elected in 2016, |
was very honoured and privileged to be named to the cabinet and
got to work with Lyle in 2016 at the cabinet level.

And then in 2018 Lyle came to me and told me that he had just
talked to the Premier and that he had resigned his position as Ag
minister and that he had recommended me to be the Ag minister
for this great province — an honour, as a farm boy from Fife
Lake, Saskatchewan, I hold in the highest honour. I really do.

And to say how | feel about Lyle is going to be difficult, and is.
But | want to talk about some of the things that Lyle did for this
great province and the ag industry in this province. And | know
the Ag minister is going to say a few too as well, so I’m not going
to obviously give it all away. But | really want to talk about
probably two of the main things that he did that have really
developed the ag sector in this province and really promoted the
ag industry in this province. And that is Lyle’s work on getting
the funding to develop the International Trade Centre here in the
city of Regina.

And I must say if Lyle wouldn’t have gone to the bat as hard as
he did . . . And I know how hard he went. And there’s probably
cabinet colleagues that were at the cabinet table when Lyle took
that fight to the cabinet table too, and won it. | think that the
Agribition was close to losing its facility, or losing that show here
in Regina. And it was the work of Lyle and the federal minister
at that time to get funding to secure that to be the world-class
trade centre that it is today. And it’s kind of ironic. In 2017 the
very first show that was in that new trade centre was the
Agribition.

And I do want to tell one little story if I can, and I know there’s
probably some people watching that would love to hear this story
about the great Lyle Stewart and his challenge at the Agribition
with the then CEO, Chris Lane. And Chris and | had quite a few
competitions after that, and he always mentioned this one. And
I’d say — | better not use the words | used with Chris — but |
would more or less say no.

But anyway, Chris put to Lyle that they should have a steer-riding
challenge. And Lyle being Lyle would never turn down a
challenge, so he took up on the challenge. And I’ve seen the
video. You have to really put it in slow motion to be able to grasp
about two or three seconds that Lyle rode that creature. But the
one thing | do know, that | was told by some people that will
remain nameless that were in Lyle’s office, that for about a week
after that Lyle was taking Tylenol like they were Smarties for
about a week. And anyway, needless to say the steer-riding
challenge has never been offered again. Thank God | never had
to do it, and hopefully the current Ag minister will never have to
do it as well.

But Lyle was a very humble man. He really was. And I think the
Premier said it and others have said the same thing. He spoke
with a very low demeanour, but when he spoke everybody
listened. And a lot of times it was pretty serious, but the odd time
it was pretty funny. And it really was. He’d tell the story, and I
remember when he told me. And he did finally tell me the story
about him riding that steer and how painful it was for him. He
ended up with a few cracked ribs and things like that as well.

And something else he did, and | hope the Ag minister touches a
little more on it, is the Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence
that he was key on securing funding for that as well. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, when I became the Minister of Agriculture in August of
2018, 1 had the honour . .. That was the very first event that |
went to, was the grand opening of the Livestock and Forage
Centre of Excellence on behalf of Lyle, so it’s something that is
very near and dear to me.

And others have said the same thing. I mean we’re all farm boys
and grew up that way. Lyle did the same, and we all did the same
and love farming. And he always talked about . . . We’d be sitting
at the back during session in this time of the year, springtime, and
all he could think about was getting the heck out of here so he
could get on the drill, take the night shift for Lee, and go home
and seed. And that’s just the way he was, right, and we all were
at that time.

And I won’t say much more than that. But I’'m going to end with
something similar to what my colleague said too because these
words that Lyle spoke on that Easter message have resonated in
this room forever. And I’m going to quote him because I'm a
farmer as well, as some of us are, and he was too. So I’'m going
to quote, Mr. Speaker:

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Christmas is the day to remember
God’s gift to man, but Easter is when he unpacked it for us.
I’'m a farmer, Mr. Speaker, and I appreciate ag illustrations.
Jesus once said that unless a grain of wheat is planted in the
ground and dies, it remains just a grain of . . . [seed]. But if
it is planted, it dies in the ground, germinates, and brings
new life.
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And 1 go right on to what my colleague said because this, |
think thisisso . . .

Now you know, Mr. Speaker, that I’m not the most religious
person in the world, but I am proud to be able to stand here
today and say that | do have faith. And on the day you finally
lay this old seed in the ground, Mr. Speaker, I'll be okay,
because Jesus went first and he lives.

And nobody helped me further or helped me more than what he
did when we went through tragedy in our family. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Minister of Agriculture.

Hon. Daryl Harrison: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s an
honour to join with the minister and the member from Lumsden-
Morse and the Premier. Honoured to join them and support this
condolence motion for the Hon. Lyle Stewart.

Minister Stewart’s work laid the foundation for so much of the
growth we continue to see in our agriculture sector today. From
his work in crop insurance to expanding irrigation development
to the Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence and the
International Trade Centre, as previously mentioned, Minister
Stewart’s legacy lives on in the Ministry of Agriculture.

It was my honour to sit in caucus with Lyle, and it’s an honour
to continue the work he was so passionate about for
Saskatchewan’s producers. And there was none so passionate as
Lyle Stewart. But the biggest honour, my biggest honour, was to
call him a friend. Thank you.

Speaker Goudy: — I recognize the Minister of the Environment.

Hon. Travis Keisig: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Lyle Stewart
was a straight shooter. That’s how I’'m going to describe him.
And in Last Mountain-Touchwood, I don’t know, his interactions
with the former MLA are legendary across the constituency.

One of the first times | had an opportunity, Mr. Speaker, to sit
down and really get to know Lyle, that we were newly elected
MLAs and it was after session, and we were walking out
together. And he said, come back to my office. And ooh, what a
... You know, it’s really an honour. A former Ag minister, a car
theft survivor, a farmer — everything that you want to be, he is,
and he’s asking you to go spend time with him. It really meant
something. It really did. What a character. Larger than life,
honestly.

Another day we were leaving work, toward the end of his career
in the Legislative Assembly, Mr. Speaker. And we went back to
his office. And all he wanted to do was talk about his daughters.
And I have two daughters. And he was so proud of them. What a
family man; what a father figure. And you know, we had so much
in common. And such a character he was. He really was.

The Minister of Justice dropped off a “Re-elect Lyle Stewart”
sign to me that Lyle signed. And after Lyle had . . . A new MLA
was representing the constituency, and Lyle had this stuff. And
he wanted this junk out of his shop and everything else. So he
gave it to the Minister of Justice. And the Minister of Justice gave
it to me with orders from Lyle to lay it underneath my tractor

when I’'m changing oil so you don’t get dirty. I said, well there’s
no way in heck that’s ever going to happen. But it’s hanging up
in my snowmobile shack, Mr. Speaker.

[16:00]

And he wrote a little thing on there. And you know, it’s just
typical Lyle. This is what he wrote on his “Re-elect Lyle Stewart”
sign hanging up in this shack I’ve got: “Always remember it’s
good if some people don’t like you. It means you made a decision
and stand by it.” So words for this MLA from Last Mountain-
Touchwood to respect and listen to, Mr. Speaker. Lyle was my
friend, and | miss him. Condolences to his family, to his
daughters, to Lee. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Speaker Goudy: — Well one of the problems being the Speaker
is you don’t get to enter into debate. So I hope I don’t get in
trouble for this. And I didn’t run it by my Clerks so they’re free
of any fallout. But I’'m going to ask if I can do an extended
introduction. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — So we’ve had a few members allude to the
fact when that old seed would be laid in the ground, don’t worry
about it because Jesus went first and he lives. Well | would
submit today that we may not have Lyle Stewart in the balcony,
but I can tell you what. He resides in the hearts of all who knew
him and he’s present with us today.

And you know, there’s an interesting passage in the Book of
Daniel that says that he was watching in the night visions, and it
says that the Ancient of Days was seated in the courtroom in
heaven. And you know, like this is a courtroom; we have visitors.
And it said the Ancient of Days was seated, and it says the books
were open. And it says, before the Ancient of Days, a thousand
times a thousand angels ministered to him, and beyond them
10,000 times 10,000. Thousands of thousands were there ready
to serve.

And in the Book of Hebrews it tells us that there’s a great cloud
of witnesses that are watching us in life. “And let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, casting aside the sin that
burdens us down, the weights that keep us from running.”

And so I think though I can’t enter into debate, I do want to
acknowledge that that very same Lyle Stewart who said not to
worry about him is one of those great clouds of witnesses who
watch us day after day, serving the people in this Chamber,
representing our constituents. And | remember many of the
conversations that | had with Lyle Stewart, and | can remember
today the advice that he would give me on certain issues.

And today’s the day of condolence motions. There are many that
have gone on before us, and today we’re honouring their
presence in our hearts. And you know, the great cloud of
witnesses that watches us and that expects that we will be
honourable and serve faithfully.

And so with that, I would ask that, is it the pleasure of the
Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
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Speaker Goudy: — Carried.
STATEMENT OF CONDOLENCE
William (Bill) Goodhand

Speaker Goudy: — And, members, | wish to advise the
Assembly of the passing of a former officer of this Assembly.

William (Bill) Goodhand passed away on February 3rd, 2025. He
served as the Sergeant-at-Arms for the Legislative Assembly of
Saskatchewan from 1985 to 1995.

Born in Dauphin, Manitoba on July 29th, 1930, William
Goodhand served a distinguished 30-year career with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, RCMP. Following his RCMP tenure,
he led the legislative security unit of the Wascana Centre Police
for five years. He was subsequently appointed the first full-time
Sergeant-at-Arms of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan
until his retirement.

During his time as Sergeant-at-Arms, William Goodhand was
instrumental in modernizing security measures and policies,
ensuring both public accessibility and the highest standards of
security. Recognized for his leadership and expertise, he also
served as the president of the Canadian Association of Sergeants-
at-Arms.

William Goodhand was predeceased by his wife of 70 years,
Mildred, in 2020. He is survived and sadly missed by his children
Tom and Donna, as well as his many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. I ask all members to join me in conveying the
Assembly’s condolences to the bereaved family.

| recognize the Premier.

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | would
request leave to move a motion of transmittal.

Speaker Goudy: — The Premier has asked leave to move a
motion of transmittal. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
An Hon. Member: — Mr. Speaker.
Speaker Goudy: — I'm so sorry. I . ..

Jacqueline Roy: — Sorry. | wanted to also say something about
the passing and the funeral on Saturday of William Goodhand,
who was a member of the RCMP for 27 long years. He served in
Ottawa, he served in Toronto, he served in Hamilton. He served
in Sault Ste. Marie, and then he served in P.A., Melfort, Yorkton,
and Regina, Saskatchewan. He was a staff sergeant. In 1979 he
worked in the Sask legislative unit at the Wascana Centre
security for some time. And then when he was the Sergeant-at-
Arms here, he served as Sergeant-at-Arms under both sides of
the House.

When he was younger he loved fastball, hockey, curling,
swimming, golf. He had an active pilot’s licence for land and
seaplane and had that licence for 20 years. One of the things that
was his goal during his tenure — he was actually the first

Sergeant-at-Arms that was full-time here, and that was for 10
years — and his goal was not only to make it a highly secure
place, but also a highly accessible place to all members of the
public. And for that | am truly grateful.

Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Scott Moe: — Mr. Speaker, now | would ask leave to move
a motion of transmittal.

Speaker Goudy: — The Premier has asked leave to move a
motion of transmittal. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Leave has been granted. | recognize the
Premier.

TRANSMITTAL MOTION

Hon. Scott Moe: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would move:
That notwithstanding rule 8(2) of the Rules and Procedures
of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan, the Speaker
on behalf of the Legislative Assembly transmit copies of the
official records of the tributes to the bereaved families in
memory of the deceased members.

Speaker Goudy: — It has been moved by the Premier:
That notwithstanding rule 8(2) of the Rules and Procedures
of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan, the Speaker
on behalf of the Legislative Assembly transmit copies of the
official records of the tributes to the bereaved families in
memory of the deceased members.

Is the Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

Speaker Goudy: — lIs it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt
the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Speaker Goudy: — Carried. | recognize the Government House
... Why is the member on her feet?

MOTIONS
Second Reading of Bill 604

Aleana Young: — Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the
government’s agenda and what’s published in the orders of the
day today, | request leave to move the following motion:

That the Assembly immediately consider second reading of

Bill No.604, The Referendum and Plebiscite (Keep

Saskatchewan in Canada) Amendment Act.

Speaker Goudy: — The member has requested leave. Is leave
granted?
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Some Hon. Members: — No.
Speaker Goudy: — | recognize the Government House Leader.

Hon. Tim McLeod: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that this
House do now adjourn.

Speaker Goudy: — The Government House Leader has made a
motion that this House do now adjourn. Is it the pleasure of the
Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

Some Hon. Members: — No.

Speaker Goudy: — Call in the members.

[The division bells rang from 16:09 until 16:19.]

Speaker Goudy: — The question before the Assembly is the
motion put forward by the Government House Leader that this

Assembly do now adjourn. Would all of those in favour please
rise.

[Yeas — 31]
Moe Harrison, D. Kaeding
Marit Cockrill Reiter
Hindley Harrison, J. Young, C.
Cheveldayoff Keisig Thorsteinson
Martens Hilbert Steele
Schmalz Ross McLeod, T.
Carr Wilson Beaudry
McLeod, B. Crassweller Kropf
Weger Patterson Bromm
Rowden Chan Gartner

Kasun

Speaker Goudy: — Would all those opposed please stand.

[Nays — 16]
Beck Burki Wotherspoon
Love Teed Young, A.
McPhail Breckner Blakley
Grewal ChiefCalf Brar
Warrington Pratchler Housser

Roy

Clerk Assistant: — Mr. Speaker, those in favour of the motion,
31; those opposed to the motion, 16.

Speaker Goudy: — | declare the motion carried. This House
stands adjourned until tomorrow at 10 a.m.

[The Assembly adjourned at 16:23.]
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