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TOPICS 
 

1.    Introduction of Self – History 
   

2.    Acknowledge the problem  
 It is a Saskatchewan problem – in Saskatchewan, 

less than 1% are registered donors 

 
3.    What do we need to do to increase the numbers 

 I will present the ideas and then go through the 
handout stopping as needed. 

 
  

a)   Donors are recognized as a HERO 
 

 Adopt a NEW LOGO – BOLD – DIFFERENT 

 Replace the current red dot sticker by incorporating the 
green awareness ribbon for transplant, along with the Prairie 
Lily [official flower for Saskatchewan] as well as the word 
“HERO”  

 While current standalone link to Saskatoon Health Region, is 
good website information, not many people are aware of its 
existence nor know how to access the same.  Also, there is 
currently no registry where people can register as donors – 
Registration must be available on-line (with follow up 
acknowledgment to the family of the donor – see point 

under Recognition)  
 Establish “prominent in-depth” website – both informational 

and user-friendly registration (see BC and Alberta Transplant 
information) – website should include documentation on 
transplants and development of webpage, Twitter/Facebook 
accounts and any other social media sites. 
 
 
 

 



5 
 

b)   Provide Information to Public 
 

 Information trade style booths set up in malls, etc., funded 
by corporate sponsorship – start with 2 then increase to 4 
for the province, manned by staff from Canadian Transplant 
Association (CTA) or various organizations/associations – 
Heart, Kidney, Lung, Liver, Kinsmen, Lions, throughout the 
province – (see the BC example)  

 TV ad – similar to the SGI crash video - 30 second narrated 

ad - funded by SaskHealth 
 I understand that there is a video in the works for the 

Kidney transplant and the road to success. 
 Decals/bumper stickers on all provincial vehicles (including 

CVAs, SaskPower, SaskEnergy, SaskTel, etc) "BE A HERO" 
– green awareness ribbon with block lettering. 

 Get on board with teams – Patch worn by our provincial 
sports teams, SJHL, WHA, Rush, Riders – have a game night 
promoting "BE A HERO" – getting players to sign up from 

each provincial team 
 Lapel pins available for all government officials and staff as 

well as available by request 
 For the public (similar to provincial pins) 
 Promotion with "Driver Licence Renewals" issuers 

 
 
 
 
 

***  Here is my Saskatchewan innovative idea  … 
A driver licence is not a right, it is a privilege.  Therefore, 

in order to obtain a driver’s licence, residents must 
register as organ & tissue donors. Get the Government and 

SGI on side.  *** 
 

In some European countries, organ donation is mandatory. 
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   (Continuing with Providing Information to Public) 

 
 Display posters/promotional brochures in/at: 

 doctors' offices, medical clinics, 
Ophthalmologists'/opticians' offices, others in medical 
fields and drug stores 

 employers with large volume of employees (ie, 
provincial unions, mining companies, manufacturers, 

police/fire departments, provincial/civic/municipal 
employees, EMTs) others. Make it a challenge to see 
who can get the most employees signed up.   

 all hospital waiting rooms, reception, admitting.  Not 
once have I ever been asked if I was an organ or tissue 
donor.  The closest I got was “do you wear a medical 
alert bracelet?”   

 all high schools (both Public and Catholic Schools 
[NOTE: Catholic School Board has indicated their 

agreement to have awareness promotion made 
available in their schools], Polytechnics, Universities of 
Regina, Saskatoon and First Nations, Business Colleges, 
etc.  

 Presentation with recipient stories, donor stories and 
awareness information.  (BC has excellent video and 
Teacher’s Guide) 

 
 

c)   Recognition (Plaques or Banners etc.) 

 
 At the Transplant hospital to have a "Saskatchewan Heroes" 

wall with plaques showing 
 Names of organ and tissue donors.  Funded by sponsor 

(drug store chain have indicated an interest to sponsor)  
 At Donor's funeral (ie, large green ribbon with wording 

"Saskatchewan Hero"  
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d)   Other Information to Gain Awareness 
 

 On-line information through SaskHealth PLUS a Donor 
Registry for Saskatchewan, and/ or do we step up and 
development with other province a western Canada registry  

 Grant funding for research – need for purchase of warm 
organ storage machine & additional research – Saving 
money on reduced dialysis and ambulance transport costs to 
health regions 

 For homecare nursing in post transplant care to keep 
patients in home vs in the hospital recuperating. They need 
better communications with doctors. Get rid of faxing 
information. Equip the nurses with mini pads to photo and 
email. 

 LEAN Boon Doggle.  Look further in to continuous 
improvement – bottom up changes to eliminate bottle neck 
and wasted TIME – money, example, vending machines, 
vender managed inventory. 

 Should Blood Services be added to the organ and tissue 
awareness, they already play a role in the kidney transplants 
matching. 

 Blood Services for donors as they also believe in the cause 
 Set up department with in SaskHealth, attached to the 

transplant office purely to increase sign up. 
 
 
 
Thank you to BC Transplant and Alberta Transplant Coordinator 

at University of Alberta Hospital in Edmonton for the information 
provided. 
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Electronically Signed:   F.P. Hofmann 


