
June 8, 2016 

 

MariLynn & Warren Buchholz 

361 Athabasca St. East 

Moose Jaw, Sk. 

S6H 0L7 

 

Standing Committee on Crowns & Central Agencies 

committtes@legassembly.gov.sk.ca 

 

We write to you today to voice our strong feelings against Privatization of SLGA.  With the budget 

shortfall and the down turn in our economy it makes absolutely no sense to sell off liquor stores that are 

profitable to the province and provide decent paying jobs.  The first 40 stores named to be closed and 

replaced by private stores will more than likely be absorbed by existing businesses and thus eliminating 

jobs in the rural areas.  None of these stores are losing money, what is the basis for closing them?  Pease 

see attached. 

 

How will the government make up for the shortfall in income from the loss of retail sales to the public?  

The government will not explain that, my local MLA said that they will simply raise the prices to the 

commercial permittees and franchisees.  Thus the price to the consumer will go up.  Simple business 

concepts make it clear that if you eliminate the retail side of the business you will lose income.   

This is further explained by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.   

http://www.parklandinstitute.ca/a_profitable_brew 

SLGA has profits of over $200 million a year, every year over the last five years, and they have 

experienced a 23% increase of net profits to over a ¼ of a billion dollars in profit in 2014.  ** as per 

Canadian Centre of Policy. 

If what the government says is true, that people want longer hours and more selection, SLGA has the 

ability to do that.  No small town store will carry more selection than what an SLGA outlet has the ability 

to handle.  Visit the Moose Jaw SLGA outlet, a beautiful store with such a large selection, you wouldn’t 

be able to buy the same bottle of wine every day in one year, possibly three or four.  Friends from 

Alberta and Manitoba tell me they have to pick up products when they go through Moose Jaw that they 

can not get in their home provinces.  As to pricing, the price of 24 beer in Alberta, is now $10 higher 

than in Saskatchewan.  That is because of the downturn in oil, the government has to make up the 

shortfall somehow.  We will have the same thing happen here.  

Privatization does not mean lower prices, it means profit goes in the private wallet.  We have the best 

concept available, profits go back to the public coffers to support our way of life in Saskatchewan.  I do 

not want to pay higher taxes while the corner liquor store is making profit. 

http://www.parklandinstitute.ca/a_profitable_brew


Those profits go to pay for essential services; healthcare, policing, fire fighting, highways, education.  We 

already are experiencing cuts to Education, lay offs are being felt all over the province, just since the 

recent budget.   

 

Please do not privatize the SLGA, we need the funds and the decent jobs.  These are hard working 

people who are well trained and knowledgeable in they’re field.  They are socially conscious and take 

responsibility when minors attempt purchasing.  We need people like this, not minimum wage earners 

that don’t care who they sell to, or owners that just have to make that sale to day to pay their expenses. 

No small owner will train their staff to understand the products they sell. 

In closing, We feel that if you allow Privatization of SLGA,, it will be the beginning of the end to the 

Saskatchewan we Love.   

 

Respectfully 

MariLynn & Warren Buchholz 

 

If you wanted more response to this request for input.  The request should of been more public.  In this 

day and age more has to be done in social media.  Unless of course lack of response is what was wanted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


