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[The Assembly met at 13:30.]
[Prayers]
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS
The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Health.

Hon. Mr. Reiter: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you to this Assembly, I have some guests to introduce in
your gallery, Mr. Speaker, who are here this morning for the
kickoff event for Green Shirt Day to raise awareness for organ
donation, which has been proclaimed to be held on Sunday, April
the 7th.

Mr. Speaker, in your gallery we have Charlotte L’Oste-Brown,
who is a Regina resident and needed a double lung transplant due
to terminal illness. She received this transplant in Edmonton
2017 and was back in Regina three months later, and is a strong
advocate for organ donation now.

We also have Chris Willenborg, who is an associate professor at
the University of Saskatchewan. Mr. Speaker, when he found out
his then girlfriend, now wife, Errin, was on dialysis and needed
a kidney transplant, he tested to see if he would be a match. He
was a perfect match, Mr. Speaker. And I just heard this morning
that because of that, Cosmopolitan magazine named him, I think
it was most romantic man in North America. Mr. Speaker, he set
the bar far too high for the rest of us.

And they are accompanied today, Mr. Speaker, by Scott
Livingstone, who’s the chief executive officer of the
Saskatchewan Health Authority. Mr. Speaker, I would ask all
members to please give them a warm welcome to their
Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon
Fairview.

Ms. Mowat: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my
pleasure to join in with the minister opposite in welcoming these
guests to their Legislative Assembly today in honour of Green
Shirt Day and organ donation in the province.

I had the pleasure, along with a number of our colleagues from
this House, to stand on the steps today and don our green shirts.
We were told we weren’t all allowed to wear them in the
Assembly today, which makes sense because it’s a T-shirt. But
we are showing our support on this side of the House as well, a
really important cause and an opportunity to raise awareness
about the importance of organ donation in our province.

I want to welcome Charlotte, Chris, and of course Scott to their
Assembly today and ask all members to join me in doing so.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Minister of Government
Relations.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — Mr. Speaker, I’d like to request leave for
an extended introduction.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave for an
extended introduction. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — I recognize the minister.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you and all members of the Legislative Assembly, I
would like to welcome, sitting in your gallery, Keith Comstock,
his wife Janet, and son Matthew. Keith is an outstanding
individual who has chosen to retire after 40 years of service to
the Crown. His current post is assistant deputy minister of
municipal relations at the Ministry of Government Relations.

Back in 1979 when The Knack’s “My Sharona” was rocking the
radio airwaves, Keith, a farm boy from Mossbank, decided to
join the provincial civil service. He started in Prince Albert as
one of the first staff members at the new provincial correctional
facility. His career path led to taking on more roles with greater
responsibility and working with municipal governments. Finally
he landed in the current role as assistant deputy minister, where
he has served for over eight years. He has been responsible for
training a few new ministers in GR [Government Relations],
including the current Minister of Health, the current Minister of
Finance, and the member from Cut Knife-Turtleford.

Keith is a shining testament of what professional civil servants
do each day and has been a positive example each and every day
to the people that he served in Saskatchewan. Keith, we wish you
well, and I ask all members to welcome him and his family to
their Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon Centre.

Mr. Forbes: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I too want
to join the minister in welcoming and thanking Keith for his
outstanding career in public service and all the premiers you have
served through the time. You’ve done an outstanding job. I think
about The Cities Act that you helped steer through. It was a major
accomplishment. But I think we go back when I think you
worked in Culture, Youth and rec and the kind of the work that
you did then. And so I just want to say what a great person Keith
is and how he really represents public service so well, dedicated
to the people of Saskatchewan. So thank you, Keith. Welcome to
your legislature, and your families too. Thank you.

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Finance.

Hon. Ms. Harpauer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to join
my colleagues in welcoming Keith and his family to the
Legislative Assembly. I had the honour of being able to work
with Keith when I was minister responsible for Government
Relations. But it was also a delight to meet his wife, Janet. There
was a few occasions where we got to be at a function together.
And Janet would be there, and we had a great time and great
conversations together. And the other thing that members may
not know, but this couple are amazing dancers. They are beautiful
to watch on the dance floor. I admire them, and I wish them well
in retirement. And keep on dancing.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Northeast.



5690

Saskatchewan Hansard

April 3,2019

Mr. Pedersen: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to join with
the ministers and the member from Saskatoon Centre in
welcoming the Comstock family to their Legislative Assembly. I
know them well through St. Mark’s Church, where we happen to
attend together. And I thank them for their service to the province
and the community in which they belong. I’d like to ask all
members to join with me in welcoming them to their legislature.

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Health.

Hon. Mr. Reiter: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you to the Assembly, I’d like to join with the minister
and a number of other members who spoke about Keith. I’d like
to welcome Keith and his family today, Mr. Speaker. I’ve known
Keith for many years. I was in municipal work before politics,
Mr. Speaker. What I didn’t realize was that Keith was in
government work for 40 years. I didn’t realize he had started his
career before I was born.

Mr. Speaker, while I knew Keith in my previous profession,
where I really got to know him well was during my time as
minister of Government Relations. Mr. Speaker, he was just a
huge help to me on several difficult files that we worked on
together, Mr. Speaker. Forty years is a long time. It shows a great
deal of dedication. I want to thank him for his dedication to the
province and wish him and his family all the best in enjoying
Keith’s retirement. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Lakeview.

Ms. Beck: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my pleasure this
afternoon to rise and introduce a group of grade 9 to 11 students
from Sheldon-Williams Collegiate here in Regina. Mr. Speaker,
these young students, along with their teacher, Christine Mishra,
are members of the Sheldon-Williams Collegiate Robotics Team.
And I will be delivering a member’s statement shortly, but for
now I’d like all members to join me in welcoming these guests
to their Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Mr. Speaker, thank you very much. I too
would like to join the member welcoming several members from
Sheldon-Williams Collegiate Robotics Team to their legislature.
I’m told they tried to get some of their robotics through security,
Mr. Speaker; I’'m not sure they were very successful with that.
But it’s terrific to see so many Saskatchewan students like these
who are more and more interested in robotics, Mr. Speaker. And
I hope that that’s preparing them for very, very interesting
careers, not just in science and mathematics but engineering and
technology, Mr. Speaker. So I too would like to join the member
in welcoming these fine students to their legislature.

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Agriculture.

Hon. Mr. Marit: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to join the
minister and my colleagues for recognizing and congratulating
Keith Comstock in his retirement. I had the privilege of working
with Keith in my former life at the SARM [Saskatchewan
Association of Rural Municipalities] board and SARM president.
We did a lot of good work together and I think it would be remiss
if T didn’t say Keith was a strong advocate for all of
Saskatchewan and did a lot of good work in all the legislation

and things like that that were brought forward.

So I just want to recognize Keith and his wife, Janet, and family.
And Janet, I wish you all the well with tolerating him for every
day now, but it’s all good. Keith and I have become good friends
over the years and I just want to recognize him and I wish him
well. And I want all members to recognize Keith for the work he
did for the province of Saskatchewan and welcome him here.
Thank you.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon Nutana.

Ms. Sproule: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and through
you I’d like to introduce to the Assembly a good friend of mine
in the east gallery, Mr. Cody Gieni. Cody was a former SLIP
[Saskatchewan Legislative Internship Program] student here in
the Assembly before he became my constituency assistant. But
I’ve known Cody for many years as a hard worker and volunteer
for the Ness Creek Music Festival.

He is here in Regina doing his CPLED [Canadian Centre for
Professional Legal Education] training to become a lawyer. So
he left my office to go to law school if you can believe it, Mr.
Speaker. But he’s just about done. He’ll be a baby lawyer in July,
and at the same time he’s welcoming his first baby, Sophronia —
I think is her name — Gieni. I probably got that wrong.

And anyways Cody’s a farming family south of Moose Jaw and
very interested in politics and is interested in municipal politics.
You never know when we might see him here on the floor
someday too. So please, if everyone would welcome Cody Gieni
to his Legislative Assembly.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Moose Jaw
Wakamow.

Mr. Lawrence: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and through
you I have 12 members from our community. They’re the Young
at Heart. They’re a church ministry ministering to seniors from
the Church of God, and they’re accompanied by their activity
coordinator and pastor, Walter Engel. So I would like everybody
to welcome them to their legislature.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Moose Jaw North.

Mr. Michelson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and if I could I’d
like to go along with the member from Wakamow and welcome
these fine people from the Friendly City. It’s good to see them
here and thank them for the service they do to seniors. And with
every passing day it gets a little bit more important, so I
appreciate the work they do. And welcome to their Assembly.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Cannington.

Mr. D’Autremont: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you to the Assembly, I would like to introduce, seated in
the west gallery, 22 grade 8 students from the Oxbow Prairie
Horizons School. Along with them is their teacher Carey
Crossman and parent chaperones — and I think the kids are
probably chaperoning the parents — Tamara Brock, Doug
Pierce, Michelle Sinclair, Annie Garling, and Amy Dyer. [ would
ask the Assembly to welcome all of them to their Assembly.
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PRESENTING PETITIONS
The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon Nutana.

Ms. Sproule: — I know it’s here somewhere, Mr. Speaker. I had
it a minute ago. I could probably make it up because I’ve said it
so many times before . . . All right. Thanks for your forbearance,
Mr. Speaker.

I rise to present a petition on the Regina bypass project. The
people who have signed this petition would like to bring to our
attention the following: very few details about the Regina bypass
project, especially the financial details, are publicly available
despite it being the costliest infrastructure project funded by
taxpayers in the province’s history. Ministry officials have
identified and documented major deficiencies in the project, Mr.
Speaker, but the government has refused to release those for
public review.

In the Assembly, the previous minister of Highways referenced
the breach of an aquifer in Wascana Creek as an example of one
of these major deficiencies. However our current Minister of
Highways has repeatedly stated on the record that there are no
major deficiencies on this bypass. Saskatchewan people will be
paying for this piece of infrastructure for the next 30 years, and
in the interest of government transparency these contradictory
statements do require immediate clarification.

So I'll read the prayer:

We, in the prayer that reads as follows, respectfully request
that the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan call on the
Sask Party government to immediately release a full,
unredacted copy of records detailing all minor and major
deficiencies identified in the Regina bypass project to date.

Mr. Speaker, the individuals who have signed this petition today
are from the city of Moose Jaw. I so submit.

[13:45]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Moose Jaw
Wakamow.

Mr. Lawrence: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to rise
today to present a petition from the citizens who are opposed to
the Justin Trudeau, Ralph Goodale, Liberal Party of Canada,
job-killing, soul-sucking, unconstitutional, non-emitting,
supported-by-the-Saskatchewan-NDP [New Democratic Party]
carbon tax. On April Ist the Trudeau government slapped a
carbon tax plus GST on fuel, power, and home heating, which
will also drive up the cost of just about everything else.
Unfortunately it’s no April Fool’s joke.

I’d like to read the prayer:

We, in the prayer that reads as follows, respectfully request
that the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan take the
following action: to cause the Government of Saskatchewan
to take the necessary steps to stop the federal government
from imposing a carbon tax on the province.

Mr. Speaker, this petition is signed by the citizens of Hepburn,

Rosetown, Saskatoon, Warman, Martensville, and Kindersley. I
do so present.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Athabasca.

Mr. Belanger: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’m proud
to stand in my place today to present a petition for the challenges
of those living with the need for dialysis treatment. There are a
growing number of individuals living with kidney failure, and
there’s a disproportionate burden amongst those living in
northwestern Saskatchewan communities.

Mr. Speaker, there’s a regional hospital in Ile-a-la-Crosse, which
is linked to Telehealth Saskatchewan, as well as La Loche.
Through the use of Telehealth video conferencing technology,
clients will be able to see and access a nephrologist without
having to make a trip to Saskatoon for all their consultations.

Mr. Speaker, the access to health services is one of the 12 key
determinants of health outcomes. A satellite dialysis unit in the
area would help create optimal health outcomes while
minimizing health care costs and the financial burden to patients.

So the prayer reads as follows, Mr. Speaker:

To cause the provincial government to provide the public
funding to set up a satellite unit in northwestern
Saskatchewan to provide hemodialysis treatment that is in
closer proximity to patients’ homes. This would greatly
lessen the burden for out-of-pocket costs for the people from
this area who are undergoing kidney dialysis. This would
allow northwestern people with kidney failure to live where
they want to live and not have to be forced to move in order
to stay alive.

The people that have signed these many, many pages of petitions
that we’ve presented over the last several years come from all
throughout Saskatchewan. And on this particular page, Mr.
Speaker, the people that have signed this petition are primarily
from La Loche and Ile-a-la Crosse. And I so present.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Douglas
Park.

Ms. Sarauer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I rise again today to
present a petition calling for critical supports for survivors of
domestic violence. The individuals who’ve signed this petition
wish to bring to our attention the following: Saskatchewan has
the highest rates of domestic violence amongst all of the
provinces in Canada, and employees who are survivors of
domestic violence should be able to take a leave of absence from
their employment without penalty.

Mr. Speaker, this is what we’ve called for in our private
member’s bill, which seeks to provide five days’ paid leave for
survivors of domestic violence. Yet again I’'m explaining to the
Sask Party that this isn’t asking them to do anything new in this
country. In fact it exists in some form in Manitoba, Ontario,
Quebec, Newfoundland and Labrador, PEI [Prince Edward
Island], and New Brunswick. Mr. Speaker, there’s only a few
more weeks . . . well too many, but fiveish weeks of session left,
but that provides the Sask Party ample opportunity to pass that
private member’s bill. It’s about time they do that. The least they
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can do is give as many options as possible to survivors of
domestic violence that exist in other provinces.

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to read the prayer:

We, in the prayer that reads as follows, respectfully request
the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan call on the
Legislative Assembly to pass legislation providing critical
support for survivors of domestic violence.

Mr. Speaker, the individuals signing the petition today come
from Saskatoon. I do so present.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Regina
Elphinstone-Centre.

Mr. McCall: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to present a
petition calling for a $15-an-hour minimum wage. Mr. Speaker,
the petitioners are well aware that as of yesterday . . . or April 1st,
pardon me, Mr. Speaker, that Saskatchewan once again became
the lowest minimum wage jurisdiction in all of Canada, Mr.
Speaker. They’re well aware that that’s a shame, Mr. Speaker.
They’re well aware that it’s an example of Sask Party
government laggard behaviour as opposed to leadership, which
workers are looking to this government to demonstrate.

They’re well aware that a $15-an-hour minimum wage will
improve health and well-being and lift Saskatchewan workers
out of poverty. They are aware that a $15 minimum wage will
benefit local businesses and support local economies by putting
money in workers’ pockets to spend in their community.

Mr. Speaker, in the prayer that reads as follows:

The petitioners respectfully request that the Legislative
Assembly of Saskatchewan call on the Sask Party
government to adopt a plan to raise the minimum wage to
$15 an hour for all workers.

Mr. Speaker, this particular petition is one of a great number that
were signed in a drive by the Saskatchewan Federation of
Labour. It is signed by citizens from the good city of Saskatoon.
I so present.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Northeast.

Mr. Pedersen: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to present a
petition calling for this government to quit associating with
climate change deniers and to take real action to fight climate
change. Mr. Speaker, the petitioners wish to bring to our attention
that Saskatchewan produces the highest greenhouse gas
emissions per capita in all of Canada; that this government has
failed to tackle climate change or reduce emissions according to
the province’s own targets. They want to bring to our attention
that slashing programs and funding for the environment have set
this province on a backward course. And they wish to bring to
our attention the fact that there’s been a steady increase in
payments under the provincial disaster assistance program.

Mr. Speaker, the petitioners, who are part of the hundreds of
students that gathered on the steps of this building, respectfully
request:

That the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan enact a real
plan and allocate appropriate funding in the provincial
budget to tackle climate change by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, helping families transition to energy-efficient
homes, and encouraging everyone in the province to take
real action to protect the environment.

I so present.
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Douglas
Park.

Green Shirt Day Supports Organ Donations

Ms. Sarauer: — Mr. Speaker, today I’'m wearing green to
honour Logan Boulet’s legacy. Green Shirt Day will be held
April 7th, 2019 for organ donor awareness and registration.

On April 7th, 2018, Humboldt Broncos defenceman Logan
Boulet succumbed to his injuries. His parents, Bernadine and
Toby Boulet, offered to donate his organs so that six lives could
be saved. They did so because Logan told his parents he was
registering as an organ donor. Logan was inspired by his coach
who passed away in 2017 and was also an organ donor who saved
six lives. The courageous and generous act made by the Boulet
family triggered over 100,000 people to register to become organ
donors, creating the Logan Boulet effect.

Green Shirt Day hopes to honour, remember, and recognize all
the victims of the fatal crash and to continue Logan’s legacy by
inspiring Canadians to talk to their families and register as organ
donors. Mr. Speaker, over 1,600 Canadians are added to organ
wait-lists every year, hoping to receive a life-saving organ
transplant. One donor can benefit more than 75 people and save
up to eight lives. I know this to be true personally, as my friend’s
18-month-old, Nash Balysky-Crawford, would not be alive today
if not for the heart transplant he recently received.

I ask all members to wear green to keep the Logan Boulet effect
alive and inspire more Canadians to become organ donors. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: — I member  for
Rosthern-Shellbrook.

recognize the

Hon. Mr. Moe: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this
Saturday marks the one-year anniversary of the Humboldt
Broncos bus crash, a devastating tragedy that resonated with so
many people in this province and so many people around the
world. And out of that tragedy, a story of selflessness and hope
emerged when it became public that Logan Boulet was an organ
donor. Overcoming the extreme stress and the overwhelming
grief of the situation, his parents courageously supported his
decision, resulting in six lives being saved.

The public reaction, now called the Logan Boulet effect, resulted
in more than 100,000 Canadians signing up to become organ
donors. And Saskatchewan hopes to increase that number further
as we launch an organ donor registry in our province as part of
this year’s budget.
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Mr. Speaker, Logan’s parents, Bernadine and Toby Boulet, have
decided to honour the anniversary of their son’s donation and the
effect that it had on all Canadians by creating Green Shirt Day.
And I’m proud to announce that our government has proclaimed
April 7th to be Green Shirt Day. We ask that all Saskatchewan
people honour Logan and honour Logan’s legacy by wearing
green on Sunday and again to work or school on Monday, the
8th. We also encourage everyone to follow Logan’s example and
talk to their families about organ donation so their wishes are
known.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask all members of this Assembly to join
me in proclaiming April 7th as Green Shirt Day.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Lakeview.
Regina Collegiate Leads in Technology and Innovation

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, today I rise to acknowledge an
amazing program at Sheldon-Williams Collegiate, a school here
in Regina that has become a leader in technology and innovation.
The Sheldon-Williams Robotics Team’s short but illustrious
history began in 2015 when teacher Christine Mishra started the
coding club. The club soon merged with the robotics club and
began participating in the Robot Rumble competition hosted
each year by Sask Polytech in Saskatoon.

Since then the coding club and robotics team have grown and
expanded. They have sent 10 students to the competition for the
last two years in a row, and I’'m told that almost everyone on the
team wants to compete again next year.

And if that wasn’t amazing enough, Mr. Speaker, this year
Christine received a $2,400 STEM [science, technology,
engineering, and math] grant from Best Buy Canada. This money
will be used to introduce new students to coding, expand the
existing club, and upgrade the equipment for the robotics team
and computer science classes. Out of over 275 applications, the
Sheldon-Williams application was one of only 13 schools across
Canada to receive the grant.

Christine is here today in the east gallery with her robotics team
including Varshitha Bangera — maybe just give us a wave —
Zahra Alkashwan, Mohammed Quraishi, Ziyi or Tom Huang,
David  Quintin  Gayleard, Aidan Most, Benjamin
Jackson-Reynolds, Rishov (Ray) Chakraborty, Vishv Patel, and
Divy Patel.

I would like all members to join me in congratulating Christine
and the Sheldon-Williams Robotics Team for their . . . I invite all
members to join me in welcoming these young leaders to their
Legislative Assembly. Thank you.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Saskatoon
Churchill-Wildwood.

Saskatoon Business Leader Honoured

Ms. Lambert: — I rise in the House today to highlight an
inspiring community builder, Kent Smith-Windsor. Kent is a
pillar of the community and a well-known business advocate in
Saskatoon. He gave over 21 years of dedicated service to his city
as the former executive director of the Greater Saskatoon

Chamber of Commerce.

A graduate of the University of Saskatchewan, Kent was
appointed executive director of the chamber, Saskatchewan’s
largest business organization, in 1996. He retired in May of 2017.
With his leadership, the chamber was able to build one of the best
business climates in Canada, making Saskatoon a city of
opportunity for local entrepreneurs. Upon his retirement, Kent
was asked what he thought was his greatest accomplishment. He
responded, and I quote, “Helping more people understand that a
successful business community is the underpinning to a
successful community.”

On March 20th of this year, Kent was recognized for his
dedication and many accomplishments when he received the
Shirley Ryan Lifetime Achievement Award at this year’s NSBA
[North Saskatoon Business Association] Business Builder
Awards. This award is given to an individual for their
outstanding long-term contributions to their business or
occupation, whose leadership skills and passion have benefited
the Saskatoon business community overall.

Kent, congratulations on the well-deserved recognition. You
have certainly left a positive footprint on the business and
economic climate of both Saskatoon and the province of
Saskatchewan. Thank you.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Melville-Saltcoats.
Distinguished Public Servant Retires

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today it is my
privilege to rise again and acknowledge one of our dedicated
provincial public servants. Mr. Speaker, after four decades with
the Government of Saskatchewan, Keith Comstock will be
leaving us to enjoy a well-earned retirement.

Keith is well known for his calm and professional characteristics
as well as his humility and humour. Keith from time to time will
reference his mom’s management philosophy, which I
understand was, “I may not be able to make you do what I want
you to do, but I can make you wish you had.”

Mr. Speaker, I’ve only had the honour of knowing Keith for just
over a year, but in this short time I’ve come to rely on his counsel,
his experience, and his good nature. And I’ve learned just how
much he is respected by his peers at SUMA [Saskatchewan
Urban Municipalities Association], SARM, New North, and the
countless mayors, reeves, councillors, and municipal officials
he’s met throughout his distinguished career.

[14:00]

He has also provided tremendous leadership on a number of
major projects during his tenure including the design,
implementation, and evolution of the municipal revenue-sharing
program, which has provided $2.8 billion to Saskatchewan
municipalities since 2007 and ’08, and has worked on
federal-provincial infrastructure programs so our municipalities
have the investments they need.

Those are just a couple of the highlights. For the government,
Keith’s departure will be a great loss. Now the office may be a
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little quieter with Keith’s departure, but we will continue to hear
about his many positive contributions to this great province for
years to come. I now ask my colleagues in this Assembly to
please join me in wishing Keith a happy retirement and thank
him for his service to Saskatchewan.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Moose Jaw North.
Moose Jaw Teams Score High at Hoopla

Mr. Michelson: — Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I’'m honoured to
congratulate two high school teams from my constituency of
Moose Jaw North, the Peacock Toilers girls’ basketball team and
the Central Cyclones boys’ basketball team. Both teams saw
great success at Hoopla this past month.

Mr. Speaker, for the second straight year, the Peacock Toilers
came home with a bronze medal after their 70-53 victory over
the Notre Dame Hounds in the 4A girls’ third-place final. Though
they were defeated in a heartbreaking loss against Melfort in the
semifinals, the team walked away from the tournament with their
heads held high, proudly wearing their bronze medals.

And, Mr. Speaker, for the Central Cyclones, the third time was
the charm for the Hoopla tournament. After falling short in
back-to-back provincials, the Cyclones came out on top, winning
the 4A boys’ championship game. The final score was 98-59.
Many of the teammates have been playing together their entire
school basketball careers, so it was a special experience to share
together. This championship capped a 29-5 overall record this
season leading to the provincials.

Mr. Speaker, Hoopla always brings the best athletes from every
corner of our province together, and it was very encouraging to
have two Moose Jaw teams land among the best at the
tournament. Congratulations to the players, the coaches, and the
volunteers for the successful season of 2018-2019. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon
University.

Manitoba Joins Legal Challenge

Mr. Olauson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m pleased to rise
today to announce that Manitoba has joined our government and
will be launching a legal challenge of the federal government’s
decision to impose a carbon tax.

Just like our government, the Government of Manitoba has
realized that this federally imposed carbon tax would hurt
Manitobans and has no effect on reducing carbon. Premier
Pallister said:

This conduct by the federal government is unfair to
Manitobans. It threatens jobs and economic growth
throughout Manitoba. It makes it more expensive to feed our
families and keep them warm during the winter. It hurts
northern Manitobans. It hurts our agricultural industry and
transportation sector.

Just like Saskatchewan, they introduced a made-in-Manitoba
climate and green plan that would be better for their economy

and better for the environment, but was rejected by the federal
government. Mr. Speaker, today Manitoba has joined the fight
against the carbon tax.

Eighty-eight per cent of Saskatchewan people support the fight
against the carbon tax. Why don’t the members opposite? The
Leader of the Opposition said, “We applaud the federal
government’s recent announcement of a minimum price on
carbon.” Mr. Speaker, the members opposite are clearly still out
of touch with Saskatchewan people.

QUESTION PERIOD

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Access to Child Care

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, too many Saskatchewan people can’t
access high-quality child care, and if they can find a spot, far too
many cannot afford to pay. Child care subsidies in this province
have not kept pace with the rising cost of living and they haven’t
been re-examined, Mr. Speaker, since 1982.

Continuing with our theme of taking questions from the public,
Alysia Johnson wants to know, why hasn’t the subsidy been
updated in decades? And what is the plan to improve these rates?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Mr. Speaker, we have some of the most
affordable child care in the country, Mr. Speaker. The subsidy is
administered of course through the Ministry of Social Services,
Mr. Speaker. But I can tell you that this government is fully
committed to ensuring that we provide the right amount of child
care, Mr. Speaker, for the people of this province.

Last year, Mr. Speaker, we signed an early childhood agreement
with the federal government which increased the number of
licensed child care spaces to children in Saskatchewan, Mr.
Speaker, as well as increasing the number of intensive child care
spaces for children that need that support, Mr. Speaker.

So the record of this government is very clear in terms of our
support for licensed child care spaces, Mr. Speaker — an increase
in over 40 per cent in licensed child care spaces since this
government formed, since this party got the privilege of forming
government, Mr. Speaker. We stand by that record, Mr. Speaker.
More work to do, but we’ll continue on that course.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, the minister paints a nice picture, but
for those on the ground it’s a much different view. We know that
the amount the government is spending on child care subsidies
has been going down year over year, and it’s no wonder, Mr.
Speaker. At the current cut-off rate, a family with one child can’t
earn more than $19,680 a year. People simply aren’t able to
qualify for support. Mr. Speaker, early learning centres are more
than just child care. They provide meaningful support and
education for kids at the most important developmental stage.
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Does the minister recognize that being able to access and afford
child care in this province is essential to a strong economy? And
will he agree to review the subsidy rates to get us even anywhere
close to where the other provinces are at?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, Mr.
Speaker, I indicated in my first answer, we have some of the most
affordable child care spaces in this province, Mr. Speaker. Since
2007, $200 million increase, Mr. Speaker. Over 6,000 new child
care licensed spaces since 2007 alone, Mr. Speaker. That’s over
a 40 per cent increase in the number of child care spaces that were
available when we had the privilege of forming government —
over 1,000 new child care spaces were implemented in the fall of
2017 alone, Mr. Speaker.

So we’re certainly on the right track. We want to make sure that
parents in this province have access to good quality child care,
Mr. Speaker. And the record of this government since forming
government is pretty clear, Mr. Speaker. We’ll continue to do
that work. We’ll continue to have conversations to ensure that
parents have the right choice for their children, Mr. Speaker. We
know parents have choices, but we want to make sure that they
have the right choices for their children so that those children can
be successful as they enter their educational journey, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, the cap to access the low-income tax
credit is $32,000, but households making $20,000 can be left
without help from this government to pay daycare fees. This is
literally putting people in positions where they can’t afford to
work. It’s bad for families, Mr. Speaker, and it’s bad for our
economy. The government’s own early years report calls ECE
[early childhood education] what it is: an investment. For every
dollar spent on early years, six or more dollars are returned to our
economy. The current early years plan is set to expire in mere
months. Will this government commit today to a meaningful,
long-overdue overhaul of our child care system?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Mr. Speaker, since 2008-09, we’ve seen
117 per cent increase in the investment in early years. This
government, this government, Mr. Speaker, understands the
importance of early childhood intervention, Mr. Speaker. We
have a number of intervention programs, Mr. Speaker, across this
province to ensure that children have the best possible start when
they start their educational journey. Mr. Speaker, this
government is committed to ensuring that those children have the
best possible start, Mr. Speaker. That’s why you’ve seen
increased investments, Mr. Speaker.

Certainly our record in terms of taking people off the tax rolls,
Mr. Speaker, making life more affordable for people so that they
can afford to provide child care space that they need and the care
that those children need, Mr. Speaker. We’re going to continue
on this track. We’re going to continue to do the good work that
we do, Mr. Speaker. We know there’s more to do. There’s always
more work to do, Mr. Speaker, but I think the record of this

government speaks for itself.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Supports for Children With Autism

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, a $19,000 cut-off for a family, and
1982: 1 think those are two numbers that people of Saskatchewan
will be very surprised to learn of.

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, my friend from Saskatoon Fairview
asked the Health minister how he can expect the school system
to pick up the slack in supporting kids with autism once they turn
seven. And if you listened to the minister, Mr. Speaker, in his
response, you’d think that everything was just fine. But anyone
who’s been anywhere near a classroom will tell you that simply
isn’t the case. Over the last four years there are fewer
occupational therapists and fewer speech-language pathologists
working in our schools.

Saskatchewan should be the best place in Canada to be a kid.
How can the minister boast about his record on supports for
autism when there are fewer supports in the classroom to address
more and more complex needs?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Mr. Speaker, I’ve got to correct the record,
Mr. Speaker. Occupational language pathologists are up 41 per
cent in our school system, Mr. Speaker; occupational therapists
up 26 per cent; student support teachers 20 per cent;
psychologists up 10 per cent, Mr. Speaker, since we’ve had the
privilege of forming government.

Mr. Speaker, the funds that are provided to our school divisions
are provided unconditionally. We’ve seen record investments in
education, Mr. Speaker, over the last two years. This year, the
largest operating budget for public education in the history of this
province, Mr. Speaker.

We know there’s work to do, Mr. Speaker, but I think our
commitment to public education is shown in the commitments
that we’ve made through the last two budgets, Mr. Speaker.
We’ll continue to work with school divisions to ensure that the
programming that children need are provided through those
school systems, Mr. Speaker. But I don’t think anyone can say
that we’re turning our back on this issue. More investment, Mr.
Speaker, more professionals in the classroom.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, I’ll stand by my statistics, and I’ll
stand by the testimony of those who are working in our schools
and those parents of kids trying to access supports in schools.

Mr. Speaker, the minister has the same information that we do,
and he should be concerned. His own data shows that nearly half
of the children in this province starting kindergarten aren’t ready
to learn, and this measure has been getting worse. Kids aren’t
getting adequate early years supports, and it’s no better once
they’re in school.
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The minister claims that children with autism who are too old to
qualify, or who have aged out of eligibility while they waited for
this government to keep its campaign promise, will fare okay
with existing supports in our schools: schools where there is
growing enrolment, increasing complexity, stagnant EA
[educational assistant] support, and fewer needed specialized
supports, like SLP [speech-language pathologist] and OT
[occupational therapist].

Does the minister realize that his government’s failure to invest
in our classroom is hurting students who are in the greatest need?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Here’s the
number for the member: a 2,340 per cent increase in funding for
autism in our school system, Mr. Speaker. 500,000, Mr. Speaker,
when we formed government; $12.2 million annually into autism
services and supports in this province, Mr. Speaker. That speaks
for itself.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I’ve heard the member opposite and her
leader say it’s not about money, Mr. Speaker; it’s about results.
And we agree. That’s why in this year’s budget, in addition to
increasing the operating budget by a significant amount, we’ve
put some money aside to talk about how we can deliver education
services to the kids in this province, Mr. Speaker, more
efficiently and more effectively, Mr. Speaker.

Certainly, the amount of money that’s been put into the education
system, the increases have been significant. But we also know
that we need to work harder in terms of making sure that we have
successes in the classroom, Mr. Speaker. The member opposite
has referenced that, Mr. Speaker. It’s about results and we know
that, Mr. Speaker. We’re going to continue to have our
conversations with our educational professionals to make sure
we do just that.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Prince Albert
Northcote.

Requirements for Autobody Shops

Ms. Rancourt: — Autobody shops in Saskatchewan are
concerned about changes SGI [Saskatchewan Government
Insurance] is making for small shops. Forcing small businesses
to close or purchase tens of thousands of dollars worth of
equipment that they can’t afford isn’t fair. The minister said in
scrums yesterday that:

I think maybe there is an overreaction from both sides here
because as far as [ know, there’s not many changes coming
to SGI that’s going to have a terrible impact on rural body
shops.

Well, Mr. Speaker, hundreds of Saskatchewan businesses in rural
and urban Saskatchewan are concerned that the minister may
think this is an overreaction.

We spoke this morning to Barb Genert, who runs Sunny’s Auto
Body in Maple Creek. And she has this question for the minister:
why is the minister forcing small rural shops to take on these
costs they can’t afford? Why are they putting another nail in the

coffin of rural Saskatchewan?
The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Crown Investments.
[14:15]

Hon. Mr. Hargrave: — Thank you. Thank you very much, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, it’s about safety on our highways, safety
on our roads in Saskatchewan. Vehicles [inaudible
interjection] . . . Maybe the member from Athabasca would like
to answer the question. Because, Mr. Speaker, I’ll answer it.

Mr. Speaker, it’s about safety on our highways, Mr. Speaker.
And what’s happened now, Mr. Speaker, with the materials . . .
Mr. Speaker, what happens now with the materials and the
manufacturing of the current vehicles, there is certain tools and
certain requirements that have to be done.

Mr. Speaker, there is still lots of vehicles that everybody out
there, every body shop out there will be able to fix. I for one don’t
want a vehicle, a high-tech vehicle, fixed by old, old methods and
old tools, Mr. Speaker. They have to have the proper tools, the
proper equipment to be able to fix these vehicles properly so that
when they get back on the highway, Mr. Speaker, that they’re
safe, that nobody will get killed or injured because of that vehicle
fixed improperly. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Prince Albert
Northcote.

Ms. Rancourt: — The minister said nothing to ease the concerns
of these small business owners. Mr. Speaker, these shops are
rightfully worried because this is their livelihoods and these new
costs are unaffordable.

A few months ago, a spokesperson for SGI mentioned these
impending changes at a conference. But yesterday the minister
said no decision has been made and that any changes are a long
way off, that the response from business owners was an
overreaction, and that “Maybe somebody from SGI got out a
little ahead of themselves.”

The Minister for SGI is the one responsible. He shouldn’t be
throwing officials from the Crown corporation under the bus.
Who is creating this confusion, SGI or the Sask Party
government? When is SGI implementing these changes, and
when will the minister take responsibility for his file?

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Minister for Crown
Investments.

Hon. Mr. Hargrave: — Mr. Speaker, I'm happy to take
responsibility for my file, Mr. Speaker, the great work that we’ve
done and the people out over at SGI have done, Mr. Speaker, on
all our files at SGI. I mean, Mr. Speaker, that’s uncalled for from
that member opposite.

Mr. Speaker, we have . . . Our autobody shops, Mr. Speaker, are
paid over $92 per hour. Mr. Speaker, the average in Western
Canada — that’s BC [British Columbia], you know, in case
somebody doesn’t know there, BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, it’s $75 an hour.
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So, Mr. Speaker, we do pay our autobody shops a very fair rate.
And, Mr. Speaker, we do allow them to fix whatever vehicles,
Mr. Speaker. If they don’t have the proper equipment, they won’t
be able to fix that certain vehicle, Mr. Speaker. That’s just
common sense.

So, Mr. Speaker, we do stand up, we do stand up for our small
businesses and our small communities throughout the province,
Mr. Speaker. I always have and I always will. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon Nutana.
Global Transportation Hub

Ms. Sproule: — Mr. Speaker, on Monday when I asked about an
inquiry into the GTH [Global Transportation Hub], an inquiry
that the former minister of Justice and Attorney General actually
called for, the current minister told this Assembly “it’s done.”
Well what’s done, Mr. Speaker? There are more loose ends in
this mess than in a bowl of spaghetti. How much land has the
fancy Bay Street real estate firm sold? What’s the plan for
SaskPower’s $25 million pasture out there? When will the GTH
recoup its $40 million of debt? When will the legislation be
changed to get rid of Bill Boyd’s municipality, and who on earth
is going to take it over?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Justice.

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — Mr. Speaker, the members opposite spend
a lot of time attacking the GTH. They spend a lot of time
attacking the nearly 1,000 people that work there. They attack the
$485 million in private investment. They attack the 4,800 trucks
that move in and out of there every week.

Mr. Speaker, this is a project that has been examined and
examined thoroughly by the Provincial Auditor, by the Conflict
of Interest Commissioner, by the RCMP [Royal Canadian
Mounted Police] that spent 7,500 hours doing it. Mr. Speaker, if
the members have something new or something different, let
them take it to the RCMP; let them take it to the Provincial
Auditor and take it wherever they feel is appropriate. But, Mr.
Speaker, there’s nothing new there.

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon Nutana.

Ms. Sproule: — Mr. Speaker, the GTH isn’t exactly something
you just sweep under the rug. It’s a municipality created by this
government, Mr. Speaker. So the questions go on. Did Bill Boyd
just decide on his own to promise Loblaw and CP [Canadian
Pacific Railway]| massive bypass infrastructure so their trucks
didn’t have to come to a full stop? The promise of three full
interchanges aren’t in either contract, Mr. Speaker. They cost
taxpayers millions and were the reason that GTH elbowed
Highways out of the way in the first place and scrambled to
acquire the notorious east parcels.

It seems the minister’s getting a little tired of answering questions
about this mess. No wonder. That cabinet and that minister have
blocked more witnesses from testifying in committee than Justin
Trudeau. Will the minister finally do the right thing and call the
inquiry today?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Justice.

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — Well, Mr. Speaker, I find it more than
passing strange that the members opposite want to make a
comparison to this side of the House with Justin Trudeau. These
are people that are exactly on the same page as Justin Trudeau on
the unfair carbon tax that is crippling our economy, Mr. Speaker.
That is the direction the people are going over there. It’s totally
unfair to accuse this side of the House of being like Justin
Trudeau when that side of the House is exactly on the same page
as Justin Trudeau.

Mr. Speaker, the members opposite talk about the interchanges
and roadways in and out. The member from Regina Rosemont
presented petition after petition after petition to get the trucks off
of Dewdney. Mr. Speaker, that’s what the interchanges were
intended to do and, Mr. Speaker, that’s what’s happened. The
accident rate in that area has dropped to nearly zero. We hear no
more complaints about what’s going on on Dewdney Avenue,
Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Saskatoon
Fairview.

Coverage for Prescription Drug

Ms. Mowat: — Mr. Speaker, last week the Minister of Health
held off on committing to fully cover Mifegymiso, which is used
for medical abortions. I and many others were disappointed.
Saskatchewan is the only province that doesn’t cover
Mifegymiso, and the reasoning behind it doesn’t make much
sense, Mr. Speaker.

If we’re talking about cost, let’s add up the dollars. Mifegymiso
costs roughly $400, compared to $1,000 in a surgical procedure.
If this medication was fully covered, less surgical abortions
would be needed, saving the government money. Since
Mifegymiso can be prescribed by family doctors and nurse
practitioners, fewer women from rural and remote areas would
need to make the long trek to urban centres to have surgical
abortions. Once again we’re saving money, Mr. Speaker. With
this in mind, will the minister commit to fully covering
Mifegymiso?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Health.

Hon. Mr. Reiter: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to correct
part of the preamble to the member opposite’s question, Mr.
Speaker. I didn’t say that we wouldn’t cover it, Mr. Speaker.
What I did say is we would review it.

The medical students were here. They gave a very good
presentation that I was glad to listen to. They asked for and I
promised them a follow-up meeting with officials so they could
do the same presentation for officials. And, Mr. Speaker, |
assured them and I’ll assure this House again today that as we
move through next budget cycle, it’ll be reviewed and
considered. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Saskatoon
Fairview.

Ms. Mowat: — Mr. Speaker, the continued delay to fully cover
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Mifegymiso, despite all evidence suggesting it’s a good idea,
doesn’t make any sense. If it’s good for our finances and helps
women in rural and remote communities, why does the minister
keep delaying this process?

When the Premier was running his leadership campaign, he told
a pro-life political action group that when it came to issues of
abortion, he’d defer to his caucus, a caucus that we know has
many anti-choice members and cabinet ministers. We know it’s
not about money. Is it the anti-choice beliefs of the Sask Party
caucus that are holding this government back from fully funding
Mifegymiso for all Saskatchewan women?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Health.

Hon. Mr. Reiter: — Mr. Speaker, we know the NDP loves
wedge politics, Mr. Speaker. I very clearly said we would review
the matter. There’s a number of things we need to consider: the
cost, for example, Mr. Speaker.

As the members opposite well know, they talk about low-income
people not being able to afford it, Mr. Speaker. The most
vulnerable are protected. There’s plans in place for their
pharmaceuticals to be paid for. There’s also an emergency
assistance plan for one-time use that somebody that finds
themselves in a dire predicament can use it for pharmaceuticals,
Mr. Speaker. But again they go back to wedge politics, Mr.
Speaker.

You know, it wasn’t long ago that the members opposite referred
to themselves as a government-in-waiting. But, Mr. Speaker,
let’s look at the record. When they were in government, the
difference between now and then: 900 more doctors. It wasn’t
the members opposite that did that. It was this government, Mr.
Speaker. A new hospital in North Battleford, Mr. Speaker: it was
this government that did it. Mr. Speaker, a soon-to-be-opened
children’s hospital in Saskatoon: it was this government that’s
doing it. Mr. Speaker, a government-in-waiting? No.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Funding for Alternative School

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, last week the Education minister did
the right thing by walking back his decision to close Cornwall
Alternative School. However, in his remarks about that decision,
the minister did nothing to calm fears that Cornwall will remain
on the chopping block after this year, telling reporters that the
decision to honour the agreement would:

... buy us some time so we can move forward and go
through a process to determine whether or not what’s
delivered at Cornwall, what’s delivered at some of the
alternative schools around the province are actually doing
what we expect them to do.

It’s hard not to interpret these words as a warning that funding
could still be on the chopping block in next year’s budget.

To the minister: what process will the ministry follow in this
promised review, and when will a decision be made about the
future of Cornwall Alternative School for the 2020 school year

and beyond?
The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Mr. Speaker, last week I met with the
teachers over at Cornwall Alternative School. I met with their
board last Thursday afternoon. Mr. Speaker, I plan on attending
that school again on Thursday, Mr. Speaker, to meet with some
students.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think it’s fair to say that I’'m not going to
prejudge the budget that’s going to be coming out, that we’ll start
to plan, Mr. Speaker. But I can tell you this: I was impressed with
the work that they’re doing over at Cornwall Alternative School.
But I think it’s fair to say as well I think we need to look at what
options are available to ensure that students that need special
attention are getting special attention that they need.

And what I said, Mr. Speaker, was I want to look at what the
models are around the province, Mr. Speaker, to make sure that
the programming that’s made available to kids at Cornwall is the
best possible program that can be made available. I never made
any comments about cutting funding next year, Mr. Speaker. This
is a three-year contract. The member asked me if [ was going to
ensure that we extended that contract for a further year. I said I
would honour the terms of the contract, Mr. Speaker. And as we
go forward, we’ll have consideration and we’ll have talked to the
board, Mr. Speaker. We’ll talk to the board Chairs in the other
school divisions to make sure that Cornwall is providing the
services to the kids that they need.

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition.

Ms. Beck: — Mr. Speaker, my question was about the process
that would be followed with regard to this review, and I’'m not
sure that the minister has done anything to allay the fears that
many still have.

Teachers, staff, and students are surely sleeping better this week,
knowing that the doors of their school won’t close this
September, but the minister’s words give little comfort when it
comes to September 2020 and beyond. The minister has said that
he was moved by the stories from students, teachers, and board
members into reversing his decision. He should be equally
moved to committing that the funding will be continued past
2020. Why won’t the minister commit to ensuring that Cornwall
Alternative School will continue to be funded into the future?

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Education.

Hon. Mr. Wyant: — Mr. Speaker, all the decisions that get made
with respect to the budget of the Ministry of Education, Mr.
Speaker, will be considered in the normal course of our budget
deliberations.

What I can tell the member, Mr. Speaker, is that I was very
impressed with the work that’s being done over at Cornwall,
impressed with the staff, Mr. Speaker. It’s encouraged me to go
back this week and visit with the students, Mr. Speaker, to see,
to make sure, and this process will continue, Mr. Speaker.

I had a conversation with both board Chairs, Regina Public and
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Regina Catholic, last week to talk about this very issue, Mr.
Speaker. But I’'m not sure how anyone can take issue with the
fact that we want to look to make sure that the programming that
is being provided is the best possible options for these kids, Mr.
Speaker. I can’t confirm any stronger, Mr. Speaker, that I'm
impressed with the work that’s being done over there. It’s good
work, Mr. Speaker. The teachers are dedicated; the board is
unbelievably dedicated, Mr. Speaker. I’'m looking forward to
having conversations with the students to see the successes, Mr.
Speaker.

But to suggest that we’re just going to arbitrarily cut funding, Mr.
Speaker, is not right. Mr. Speaker, we’ll continue to have
conversations, continue to have this dialogue, to make sure that
we’re providing the right services for kids in our school system.
[14:30]

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill No. 168 — The Justices of the Peace Amendment Act,
2019/Loi modificative de 2019 sur les juges de paix

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Justice. I recognize
the Minister of Justice.

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — My apologies, Mr. Speaker. I’ve been
truly chastised by my colleagues on this side of the House.

An Hon. Member: — And it’s just starting.

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — And I've been told it’s just starting. I
move that Bill No. 168, The Justices of the Peace Amendment
Act, 2019, a bilingual Act, be now introduced and read a first
time.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the minister that Bill No.
168 — is that correct? 1687 — be now introduced and read a first
time. Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?
Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — First reading of this
bill.

The Speaker: — When shall this bill be read a second time? I
recognize the Minister of Justice.

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — Next sitting of the House, Mr. Speaker.
The Speaker: — Next sitting.
Bill No. 169 — The Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency Act

The Speaker: — I recognize the Minister of Government
Relations.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — Mr. Speaker, I move that Bill No. 169,
The Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency Act be now introduced
and read a first time.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the minister that Bill No.
169 be now introduced and read a first time. Is it the pleasure of
the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — First reading of this
bill.

The Speaker: — When shall this bill be read a second time? I
recognize the minister.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — Next sitting of the Assembly.
The Speaker: — Next sitting.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Chair of the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

Standing Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
and Justice

Mr. Bradshaw: — Mr. Speaker, I am instructed by the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice to report
Bill No. 134, The Local Government Election Amendment Act,
2018 without amendment.

The Speaker: — When shall this bill be considered in
Committee of the Whole on Bills? I recognize the minister.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — I request leave to waive consideration in
Committee of the Whole on this bill and that the bill be now read
the third time.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave to waive
consideration of Committee of the Whole on Bill No. 134 and
that the bill be now read a third time. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — The minister may proceed to move third
reading.

THIRD READINGS

Bill No. 134 — The Local Government Election
Amendment Act, 2018

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — I move that the bill be now read the third
time and passed under its title.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the minister that Bill No.
134 be now read the third time and passed under its title. Is the
Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?
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Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Third reading of
this bill.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

The Speaker: — I recognize the Chair of the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

Standing Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
and Justice

Mr. Bradshaw: — Mr. Speaker, I’'m instructed by the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice to report
Bill No. 135, The Local Government Election Consequential
Amendments Act, 2018, a bilingual bill, without amendment.

The Speaker: — When shall this bill be considered in
Committee of the Whole on Bills? I recognize the minister.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — I request leave to waive consideration in
Committee of the Whole on this bill and that the bill be now read
the third time.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave to waive
consideration in Committee of the Whole on Bill No. 135 and
that the bill be now read a third time. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — The minister may proceed to move third
reading. I recognize the minister.

THIRD READINGS

Bill No. 135 — The Local Government Election
Consequential Amendments Act, 2018
Loi de 2018 corrélative de la loi intitulée The Local
Government Election Amendment Act, 2018

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — I move that the bill be now read the third
time and passed under its title.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the minister that Bill No.
135 be now read the third time and passed under its title. Is the
Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Third reading of
this bill.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Chair of the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

Standing Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs
and Justice

Mr. Bradshaw: — Mr. Speaker, I’m instructed by the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice to report
Bill No. 138, The Miscellaneous Statutes (Government Relations
— Enforcement Measures) Amendment Act, 2018 without
amendment.

The Speaker: — When shall this bill be considered in
Committee of the Whole on Bills? I recognize the minister.

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — I request leave to waive consideration in
Committee of the Whole on this bill and that the bill be now read
the third time.

The Speaker: — The minister has requested leave to waive
consideration in Committee of the Whole on Bill No. 138 and
that the bill be now read a third time. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Carried. The minister may proceed to move
third reading. I recognize the minister.

THIRD READINGS

Bill No. 138 — The Miscellaneous Statutes (Government
Relations — Enforcement Measures) Amendment Act, 2018

Hon. Mr. Kaeding: — I move that the bill be now read the third
time and passed under its title.

The Speaker: — It has been moved by the minister that Bill No.
138 be now read the third time and passed under its title. Is the
Assembly ready for the question?

Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?
Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Third reading of
this bill.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
WRITTEN QUESTIONS
The Speaker: — I recognize the Government Whip.

Mr. Lawrence: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to table the
answer to question no. 72.
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The Speaker: — Tabled, question 72.
GOVERNMENT ORDERS
ADJOURNED DEBATES
SECOND READINGS
Bill No. 136

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Harrison that Bill No. 136 — The
Apprenticeship and Trade Certification Act, 2018 be now read
a second time.]

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Regina
Elphinstone-Centre.

Mr. McCall: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Pleasure to
join debate again on Bill No. 136, The Apprenticeship and Trade
Certification Act. We're ready to move this one to committee,
Mr. Speaker, so that we can have that closer examination of the
details of this legislation that the committee stage allows for. And
as such, Mr. Speaker, I’d get ready to take my seat and invite my
colleague, the Government House Leader, to do what he needs to
do to advance this bill.

The Speaker: — The question before the Assembly is the motion
by the minister that Bill No. 136 be now read a second time.
Pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Second reading of
this bill.

The Speaker: — To which committee shall this bill be
committed? I recognize the Government House Leader.

Hon. Mr. Brkich: — 1 designate that Bill 136, The
Apprenticeship and Trade Certification Act, 2018 be committed
to the Standing Committee on the Economy.

The Speaker: — This bill stands committed to the Standing
Committee on the Economy.

Bill No. 139

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Morgan that Bill No. 139 — The
Foreign Worker Recruitment and Immigration Services
Amendment Act, 2018 be now read a second time.]

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member for Regina
Elphinstone-Centre.

Mr. McCall: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Again in a
very similar theme to the last intervention, Bill No. 139, The
Foreign Worker Recruitment and Immigration Services
Amendment Act, 2018 is a debate that I’ve already participated in
and look forward to the committee stage so that we might have a

closer examination of the particulars of this piece of legislation.
And with that, Mr. Speaker, I’d invite my colleague, the
Government House Leader, to help advance this bill to the
committee stage.

The Speaker: — The question before the Assembly is the motion
by the minister that Bill No. 139 be now read a second time. Is it
the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Second reading of
this bill.

The Speaker: — To which committee shall this bill be
committed? I recognize the Government House Leader.

Hon. Mr. Brkich: — I designate that Bill 139, The Foreign
Worker Recruitment and Immigration Services Amendment Act,
2018 be committed to the Standing Committee on
Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

The Speaker: — This bill stands committed to the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

Bill No. 157

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Harrison that Bill No. 157 — The
Education Amendment Act, 2018/Loi modificative de 2018 sur
P’éducation be now read a second time.]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Saskatoon Nutana.

Ms. Sproule: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As my
colleague before me, from the riding of Regina
Elphinstone-Centre, has indicated, I’ve already had the
opportunity to raise concerns about this bill in adjourned debates.
And so at this point, I don’t believe there’s any other commentary
to be added and we look forward to having a closer look in
committee.

The Speaker: — The question before the Assembly is a motion
by the minister that Bill No. 157 be now read a second time. Is it
the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Second reading of
this bill.

The Speaker: — To which committee shall this bill be
committed? I recognize the Government House Leader.

Hon. Mr. Brkich: — I designate that Bill 157, The Education
Amendment Act, 2018 be committed to the Standing Committee

on Human Services.

The Speaker: — This bill stands committed to the Standing
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Committee on Human Services.
Bill No. 158

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Morgan that Bill No. 158 — The Youth
Justice Administration Act, 2018 be now read a second time.]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Douglas
Park.

Ms. Sarauer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to rise
this afternoon and enter in the debate around Bill No. 158, The
Youth Justice Administration Act. A lot of my colleagues have
had the opportunity to speak to this bill already. I'm going to add
a few more thoughts before I allow it to move on to committee.

Essentially this bill is codifying what is, from what I understand,
a lot of policy and procedure that existed within the youth justice
correctional system. It did give the opportunity to review quite a
bit of the policy and procedure as it is. And I’ll have a lot of
questions for officials about that and the power that’s being given
in this bill, Mr. Speaker, at committee, in particular some rules
around seclusion, which is Part 5, and searches, which is part 4,
and ensuring that, number one, all of the procedures are being
followed and complied with and that they align with what we
know to be proper process and appropriate process as it pertains
to ... as we know from what other jurisdictions have seen as
well.

I think I’m going to leave the rest of my comments for committee
on this bill. Like I said, I will have many comments but I think
they’re best left to committee. So at this point I’m prepared to
allow this bill to move on to its next stage.

The Speaker: — The question before the Assembly is the motion
by the minister that Bill No. 158 be now read a second time. Is it
the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.

Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel: — Second reading of
this bill.

The Speaker: — To which committee shall this bill be
committed? I recognize the Government House Leader.

Hon. Mr. Brkich: — I designate that Bill 158, The Youth Justice
Administration Act, 2018 be committed to the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

The Speaker: — This bill stands committed to the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs and Justice.

Bill No. 165

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Morgan that Bill No. 165 — The
Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2018 be now read a
second time.]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Douglas
Park.

Ms. Sarauer: — Hi, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to rise today
and enter into debate — hi, how’s it going? — around Bill
No. 165, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Sorry.
My apologies, Mr. Speaker. I got a bit distracted from members
on the other side.

I know a lot of my colleagues have had the opportunity to already
enter into this debate and add their thoughts, which are likely way
more intelligent than mine, considering the way I have opened
this conversation on this bill, Mr. Speaker. But I will say that this
bill does a few things. It amends some definitions and changes
the composition of the board, which I think will likely lead to
some questions from the critic at committee with respect to how
that is going to work and what sort of consultation has been done
around that, Mr. Speaker. It’s a very interesting piece of
legislation and I know I have other colleagues who are interested
in entering the debate. So at this time I am prepared to adjourn
debate on Bill No. 165.

The Speaker: — The member has moved to adjourn debate on
Bill 165. Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.
Bill No. 160

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Morgan that Bill No. 160 — The
Trespass to Property Amendment Act, 2018 be now read a
second time.]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Douglas
Park.

Ms. Sarauer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to rise
this afternoon and enter in the debate around Bill No. 160, The
Trespass to Property Amendment Act. This is a very important
piece of legislation that I know my colleagues have spent a lot of
time already talking about and talking about the different
concerns around this legislation. I know the member from
Athabasca gave a very moving speech with respect to the
legislation that I encourage anyone who is about to watch or read
my poor speech about this, I encourage them to read the member
from Athabasca’s speech about this because it really outlines the
concerns in a way that I’'m not going to be capable of holding up
to that standard, Mr. Speaker.

[14:45]

There’s a lot of concern around rural crime, Mr. Speaker, right
now and this piece of legislation is an outflow as a result of those
concerns. The real challenge here is whether or not this
legislation will actually successfully address those concerns, Mr.
Speaker. We have heard a lot of concerns from hunters and
recreational outdoorspeople, hunters, birders. I know one of the
members, one of my colleagues, have spoken about berry
pickers, Mr. Speaker, and what sort of effect this legislation is
going to have on these sorts of recreational activities.
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Snowmobilers is another example that I know many in this
province enjoy and love, Mr. Speaker.

And whether or not the result of this legislation will actually be
what members opposite are saying this legislation is intended to
resolve ... When we’re creating legislation, Mr. Speaker, it’s
important to ensure that the legislation that we are creating will
actually solve the problem that we are saying that it’s addressing
and isn’t going to have unintended consequences that far exceed
the success of what, I suppose, the government is trying to
achieve here, Mr. Speaker.

There is a lot, like I said, there is a lot of concern around rural
crime and we see as a result of that, this legislation. But what we
haven’t seen is a concerted effort by this government to create a
crystal meth strategy or an opioid strategy, Mr. Speaker, in the
province, which when you speak to those who work within RMs
[rural municipality], Mr. Speaker, and those who work in
policing as well, Mr. Speaker, they will say that some of the
largest challenges right now and some of the results ... the
reason why we’re seeing an increase in, or where we seem to be
seeing . . . or people feel like they’re experiencing an increase in
property crime, a lot of this crime is related to addictions, Mr.
Speaker.

So again, we need to ensure that our actions in this Chamber are
going to create results that we are saying they will. And there is
a lot of concern out there among stakeholders that the
consequences of this bill will not actually achieve the results that
the government is trying to achieve.

I know others will want to enter into this debate, so at this point
I am prepared to adjourn debate on Bill No. 160.

The Speaker: — The member has moved to adjourn debate on
Bill No. 160. Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Carried.
Bill No. 161

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the proposed
motion by the Hon. Mr. Morgan that Bill No. 161 — The
Trespass to Property Consequential Amendments Act, 2018/Loi
de 2018 corrélative de la loi intitulée The Trespass to Property
Amendment Act, 2018 be now read a second time. ]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member for Regina Douglas
Park.

Ms. Sarauer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my honour to rise
this afternoon and enter into debate around Bill No. 161. I think
I drew the short straw this afternoon or I did something wrong to
the Deputy Whip that caused me to be the sole speaker at the
majority of the legislation this afternoon. But that’s okay because
that allows me to control the clock. So maybe I'll talk for hours
to punish the Deputy Whip, who has to stay here until I’'m done,
and the Government House Leader as well. I know I have two
hours to speak to this legislation, so I might fulfill that or maybe,
you know, I will not do that.

So this is companion legislation to the one I was just speaking to,
Mr. Speaker, so I don’t have any further comments to add other
than the comments that I’ve already made around Bill 160. So at
this point, I’m prepared to adjourn debate on Bill No. 161.

The Speaker: — The member has moved to adjourn debate on
Bill No. 161. Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the

motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Carried. I recognize the Government House
Leader.
Hon. Mr. Brkich: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So that

committees may do the good work this evening, I move this
House do now adjourn.

The Speaker: — It has been moved that the Assembly do now
adjourn. Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Carried. This Assembly stands adjourned until
tomorrow at 10 a.m.

[The Assembly adjourned at 14:50.]
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