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[The Assembly resumed at 19:00.] 

 

EVENING SITTING 

 

SPECIAL ORDER 

 

ADJOURNED DEBATES 

 

ADDRESS IN REPLY 

 

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the address in 

reply which was moved by the Hon. Mr. McMorris, seconded 

by Ms. Ross, and the proposed amendment to the main motion 

moved by Mr. Lingenfelter.] 

 

The Speaker: — Being now 7 p.m., the House will resume its 

evening session. I recognize the member from Cumberland. 

 

Mr. Vermette: — Mr. Speaker, I‟m pleased to rise today to 

respond to the Speech from the Throne. I am voting for our 

amendment that my leader has moved and therefore voting 

against the main motion. 

 

[Interjections] 

 

Mr. Vermette: — Just hang on, hang on. 

 

Mr. Speaker, before I go into talk into detail to the Speech from 

the Throne, I‟d like to acknowledge my wife and my family, my 

wife Sandra and my family, for their support. Truly we‟ve 

heard from a number of the members it is important to have our 

family supporting us. And I am very pleased to have my wife, 

my children, my grandchildren yelling and chanting, and you 

know every now and then, it‟s nice to see when you accomplish 

something they‟re pleased. Anyway I just want to acknowledge 

that. 

 

You know, so many of us have a good staff, and I am fortunate 

to have CA [constituency assistant]. Vicky Sanderson in La 

Ronge. She does an excellent job, the casework that she does, 

truly. And I think my colleague earlier said that sometimes the 

people that come into our office, they‟ve tried to work through 

the system, and the system for some reason hasn‟t helped them. 

So the casework taken on by CAs is crucial, and I‟d like to 

acknowledge Vicky and thank her for her hard work. And that‟s 

the La Ronge office. 

 

But also I‟m fortunate to have a suboffice in Pelican Narrows 

where we can deal with a lot of the community members that 

are in that area, Sandy Bay, Deschambault, and Pelican 

Narrows. Bernice Custer works there, and she does an excellent 

job. And we‟re working through some difficult times, and that 

community has had a lot of deaths and I guess some serious 

community problems. And they‟re dealing with them, and I 

commend what they‟re doing. And she‟s working there and 

hopefully will do that. 

 

I‟d also like to acknowledge Doris Morin who‟s a part-time CA, 

and she does an excellent job. She‟s always there. Whenever 

you need a hand or things aren‟t going so good, she‟ll give you 

that compliment and she‟ll give you that pat on the back and let 

you know that you‟re doing the right thing for the people. And 

that‟s so important; I appreciate that. 

 

I‟d like to thank the people of the Cumberland constituency for 

their support that they have given me. I also want to make it 

very clear that it is an honour to serve them in this House and 

serve them as the MLA [Member of the Legislative Assembly] 

for the Cumberland constituency. 

 

I get an opportunity to attend a lot of community functions and 

sometimes, you know, we have our issues. And I‟m going to get 

into that a little bit more as we go along this evening. And I‟ve 

got lots I want to say. And I‟m going to say what needs to be 

said from the community that I come from. There are concerns, 

there are issues, and they‟re going to hear what I have to say so 

that it‟s their voice coming through here very clearly. So bear 

with me, the members on the other side, please. 

 

I just want to at this time especially thank one of our elders who 

serves as an elder with the Lac La Ronge Indian Band, 

Catherine Charles. I seek a lot of advice — her wisdom, her 

guidance, her love, her compassion for her people and the 

community — and I thank her for that. 

 

I want to congratulate the new members of this caucus, Regina 

Douglas Park and our leader. Very pleased to have the 

experience he brings with him and the support. It‟s truly 

uplifting. 

 

To my new colleague, friend, I wish you all the best, the 

member from Saskatoon Riversdale. You know, you fought a 

battle, and I say it was a battle. And I just want to commend . . . 

You truly are an example. When someone‟s going to go into 

politics, you truly are a person with the heart, determination, 

and confidence. You do have it, so keep doing what you‟re 

doing. I‟m glad to have you here. 

 

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I‟d like to acknowledge we‟ve had a 

number of elections — school board, mayor, and council. And 

I‟m very pleased to acknowledge some of our mayors, our 

councillors. There‟s new ones. There‟s also incumbents. 

There‟s the ones that were there for a while. Some will . . . 

 

The Speaker: — Why is the member on his feet? 

 

Hon. Mr. Reiter: — With leave to introduce guests. 

 

The Speaker: — The member from Rosetown-Elrose has asked 

for leave to introduce guests. Is leave granted? 

 

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed. 

 

The Speaker: — Agreed. I recognize the member from 

Rosetown-Elrose. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

 

Hon. Mr. Reiter: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and 

through you to this Assembly, it‟s my pleasure to introduce to 

you in your gallery, Mr. Speaker, two good friends of mine. Ian 

McPhadden — Ian is the president of Ag-West Biotech, and a 

good friend and good supporter. And with him is Penny 

Aadland, also a good friend. And I‟d ask all members to please 
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welcome them to their Assembly. 

 

SPECIAL ORDER 

 

ADJOURNED DEBATES 

 

ADDRESS IN REPLY 

 

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the address in 

reply which was moved by the Hon. Mr. McMorris, seconded 

by Ms. Ross, and the proposed amendment to the main motion 

moved by Mr. Lingenfelter.] 

 

The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Cumberland. 

 

Mr. Vermette: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I‟d like to at this 

time, also acknowledging the mayors and council, we had just 

passed the election with a new leadership for FSIN [Federation 

of Saskatchewan Indian Nations]. And I‟m very pleased to see 

that our member, my colleague, was there to support them as 

they went through the leadership process. 

 

Anyway I‟m very pleased, and I wish them all the best working 

with the current government. I hope they will work with them. 

And if they won‟t, by all means please come and speak to the 

official opposition, and we‟ll see what we can do to assist them. 

 

You know, I want to get into a little bit of the speech. And I‟ll 

have to be honest with you, Mr. Speaker. You know the speech, 

to be honest to you, was boring speech I‟ve ever heard, to be 

honest with you, coming from a boring government and a 

boring leader. So, Mr. Speaker, it had no vision. And I‟m going 

to get into why it had no vision, and how truly, truly 

disappointing this was, and to see the vision direction that we‟re 

going to go in. 

 

I just want to make a point. Forestry, an industry that is in such 

dire need, and not much being said for the industry or the 

families and the forestry business. Not a mention in the Throne 

Speech. It‟s almost like they‟re forgotten. And they‟re 

struggling out there and they need some help. I cannot believe 

that an industry that was as strong as it was has not had support 

from this government at all. They‟ve turned their back on the 

forestry industry, on the forestry families, and on the 

communities that have been impacted. 

 

You know, it‟s a little appalling that they would actually hold 

back any community development money, and they‟ve held one 

point five. Why would you do that? It doesn‟t even make sense 

to me. When they need the support the most, that‟s when you 

go and work with them. And anyway, I challenge that to the 

government. Get back to the table with them. Go and have a 

conversation with them. Work with them. 

 

You know, I want to talk a little bit about roads. Roads are 

important up north. And I‟ve heard the past minister and the 

new minister, they‟re going to have different things to say over 

the next while. I‟ve served petitions day after day. I‟ve asked 

questions in estimates. Highway 135, highway 123, 102, 

petitions have been served, just constantly bringing them up. 

 

And you know, when I think about some of the comments that 

have been made, and we talk about the industry sector and the 

resources in the North, and I hear the comments made that there 

is such an opportunity up north, and you have so many 

resources that we have to get into. Then where‟s the 

commitment by that government, Mr. Speaker, to deal with the 

roads that are in the worst shape and getting worse, not better, 

getting worse under their watch? 

 

And they talk about a five-year plan rollout. Isn‟t that 

wonderful? But I‟m very pleased, you know. I‟ll continue to 

remind the community members back home. The leadership, 

they‟re going to continue to fight. They‟re going to do all they 

can to make sure the government doesn‟t forget about them. 

 

I‟m so supportive of the roads because of safety. Some people 

forget about the safety. They don‟t have a clue, Mr. Speaker. 

The North has been ignored. And I‟ve already been through my 

speech about the priorities that were there before. This 

government didn‟t fulfill the promises or the commitments — 

and we‟re told they don‟t have to — of a previous government. 

 

So I want to go on to the next thing. And I mean, you talk about 

a highways advisory for the North, and I believe they‟re just 

announcing it. If you look at some of the information, Mr. 

Speaker, a northern transportation advisory committee has been 

struck. And I guess at some point they‟re going to make some 

announcements, prioritize. Well I‟m hoping at the end of that, 

whatever comes, the government will fund it. 

 

But I‟m a little concerned that truly, with what I‟ve seen from 

the budget, they aren‟t going to fund it. It‟s not going to be a 

priority for them. And that is sad to the people that I represent 

who need that to travel in and out of their communities. So for 

that, again, there have been lots of petitions. 

 

But I have to also comment to the staff that work on those 

roads. They do an excellent job for the resources and the 

equipment they have. And hopefully we‟ll continue to fight on 

their behalf of the official opposition to make sure the resources 

come to the North. And I think we have a right to travel on safe 

roads. 

 

I guess, Mr. Speaker, I‟d like to comment a little bit about 

addictions. The North is suffering. And I know the rest of the 

province has its issues with addictions. We‟re no different. The 

front-line staff are doing the best they can with the resources 

they have, but there‟s so much more work needs to be done. 

 

It‟s tough when you watch families who suffer and have to go 

through the loss. It‟s terrible; it‟s not good. And I just cannot 

believe the seriousness of addictions. And I‟m hoping that this 

government will pay attention. And they can talk. And they can 

go around. And I wish they would start by listening to what I‟m 

saying today — now, because it‟s important. Addictions is a 

serious matter. It‟s affecting a lot of our communities, not just 

the North. There‟s a lot of harm coming to our young people, 

and we have to address it together in a meaningful way. 

 

We also have mental health issues that we have to address. We 

have too many people who lose their battle with depression — 

young people, old people — and in the North we‟ve been 

heavily hit with that. And to that, you know, my heart goes out 

to the communities that have to deal with that. I‟m hoping the 

government will hear their concerns from the leadership, from 
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the community, from the parents, and the caregivers to try to 

help out and do all they can, working collectively, because that 

is so important, Mr. Speaker. They have to work collectively. 

 

Anyway I want to also go on, Mr. Speaker, to housing. Housing 

is a huge issue in my constituency, the crowding. You know 

some of the homes sometimes will have 13 to 16 people living 

in them, very crowded. So when we talk about housing . . . And 

it affects health as well, because if you‟re living in crowded 

space like that, H1N1, it‟s just an opportunity there for nothing 

but harm to come to a lot of people. So we have to address it. 

 

You know, I don‟t mind giving out compliments to the 

government and to anyone else when they truly work with the 

people and the leadership back home. When there are good 

things to announce, I can acknowledge them. I‟m not against 

that. When someone does something good, we want to say good 

for the people. And, you know, the government has done some 

good things in some of the communities, but unfortunately there 

hasn‟t been a lot done in the North. 

 

And I‟m sorry if the members don‟t like it, but that‟s the way it 

is. That‟s reality, what people are telling me back home. So if 

the people are feeling it, then I guess you need to do a better job 

because you‟re not getting through to them with your pats on 

the back you give one another every now. And your 

cheerleading doesn‟t work. It doesn‟t cut it. 

 

You know, we talk about long-term care, and we know that we 

have a priority. I‟ve been serving a petition in this House for 

quite some time every day and I‟ll continue — long-term care 

for La Ronge. And as other communities come onside, and they 

want to bring their petitions and their concerns, I‟ll do that for 

them because it‟s important. There‟s been hundreds of 

signatures on these petitions. And I know we‟re working with 

the health authority, and I‟m hoping. 

 

The minister talked about the health authorities have to make a 

wish list or prioritize what they need for our health region. Well 

I‟m going to work, and I know the community leaders are going 

to work with them to make sure that not only do we have one 

list of . . . Just the number one, whether it‟s long-term care, 

whether it would be in something like, oh, we have a high 

number of people with diabetes and dialysis. And there‟s 

different things that might be needed as a priority for . . . 

 

[19:15] 

 

The Speaker: — Order. Order. Why is the member on his feet? 

 

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — Leave to introduce guests, Mr. Speaker. 

 

The Speaker: — The minister has asked for leave to introduce 

guests. Is leave granted? 

 

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed. 

 

The Speaker: — Agreed. I recognize the Minister of Justice. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

 

Hon. Mr. Morgan: — Seated in the west gallery is Mike 

Owens, a prominent lawyer from Saskatoon. I‟m pleased to see 

that he‟s visiting the legislature today. I know some of his 

political background. It‟s not always agreed with mine, but I 

think he‟s coming around to our way of thinking. So I‟m 

pleased that he‟s here, carefully studying what goes in the 

House, and I suspect that after tonight‟s visit he will be firmly 

entrenched in our camp. So in any event, thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, for the opportunity to introduce Mr. Owens. And I 

want to wish him well in visiting his legislature. 

 

The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Cumberland. 

 

SPECIAL ORDER 

 

ADJOURNED DEBATES 

 

ADDRESS IN REPLY 

 

[The Assembly resumed the adjourned debate on the address in 

reply which was moved by Hon. Mr. McMorris, seconded by 

Ms. Ross, and the proposed amendment to the main motion 

moved by Mr. Lingenfelter.] 

 

Mr. Vermette: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Going back into as 

far as the priorities of the health authority, and we‟ll identify 

those priorities as the North and as the Cumberland 

constituency, and we‟ll work with the health board in 

co-operation to make sure that the needs of the Cumberland 

constituency . . . And I guess, you know, we have a large 

Aboriginal population and there are many needs, and especially 

with health. 

 

So I just want to focus on that a little bit and continue working 

with the constituency and the leader and community members, 

the things they are saying, Mr. Speaker. And hopefully some of 

their concerns will be addressed by the government. And I‟m 

hopeful. There‟s hope there, and I know the people in my 

constituency have hope. And I‟m so grateful that they still have 

hope because they need it. 

 

We talk about unemployment in the North is very high, Mr. 

Speaker. And the government talks about patting themselves on 

the back, about where they‟re going, and all the vision that they 

have. And unfortunately we‟re struggling. There‟s a lot of 

communities that have a high unemployment rate. It‟s not a 

little bit. It‟s very high. It‟s alarming and we need help. They 

expect help. They expect help from the government, from the 

official opposition, and from their leadership and industry to 

develop. And I know there are some good partnerships 

happening, but we need to do more. 

 

You know, I look at Churchill High School, and it‟s one 

announcement the minister came and made. And we‟ve been 

waiting excitedly to see some construction. And I know they 

like photo ops. But I will like it when I can take a photo of a 

new school, not just one that‟s talked about and one that‟s 

released in the press. I would like to see an actual building, and 

I‟d love to take that picture. And someday maybe I will, Mr. 

Speaker. Yes, we need it now. 

 

I guess I want to stop and focus a little bit, Mr. Speaker, on 

some of the First Nations and Métis issues where this 

government has totally, totally lost it. You don‟t have it. You‟ve 

lost it. I don‟t know if you‟re ever going to get it. 
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But I hope the duty to consult, once and for all, can be resolved. 

But maybe now with a new minister, a new voice from the new 

grand chief, there might be some different things coming 

forward. And I hope that. There‟ll be time. And I guess to the 

minister and the government, Mr. Speaker, there‟s a time where 

I think they‟ll have to develop a relationship. And I wish them 

all the best doing that. 

 

There‟s a lot of trappers and fishers that are struggling under the 

First Nations and Métis issues, and there‟s a lot of issues have 

to be addressed and some concerns that I see coming. And the 

trappers are very concerned. And I know they raised them with 

the ministers, and I know they raised their concerns with their 

leaders, but unfortunately sometimes I don‟t think they‟re 

feeling heard. When I go to the meetings, trappers‟ meetings, 

they don‟t feel like they‟re being heard. And it‟s time that they 

get heard. It‟s time that this government responds to them and 

go and consult with them and find out exactly what it is they 

need to continue the lifestyle they‟re living and the traditions 

they want to share with their grandchildren and the next 

generation. 

 

We have the commercial fishermen. And we see that industry 

. . . [inaudible interjection] . . . And, you know, they go on and 

don‟t want to talk about some of the new visions they got. You 

know, the fishers have a right to a market, and they have a right 

to continue to make a living the way they have done for 

generations. And I just hope that whatever direction they go, it 

is truly for them and keeps their industry strong, that they‟re not 

being led by anybody down a wrong path that will not assist 

them, but do more harm to their industry. I hope so. And I hope 

and I put that trust in them. 

 

We‟re celebrating 125 year celebration of the resistance, and the 

government‟s going to announce, and I‟m glad to see that, the 

Year of the Métis. Being a Métis person, I‟m very proud and 

honoured. And I know our leader made it very clear, if the 

government didn‟t deal with it, the official opposition would 

deal with it. And I‟m happy to hear that, and I‟m glad to see 

that the government is moving forward on that. 

 

But having said that, there are so many other issues that Métis 

need help to address. They have problems with the core funding 

— $1.8 million would help them with their core funding — if 

that would be reinstated and a figure that would assist them to 

help the area directors do the job that they need to do, 

representing the regions that they‟ve been elected and asked to 

represent. So that‟s important. 

 

I would like to truly see some of the funding that the MNS 

[Métis Nation of Saskatchewan] has been asking for and needs, 

that this government commit to it. Core funding, not just talk. 

It‟s time. Don‟t pat yourselves on the back all the time. You 

guys are good at that; I‟ve watched that. As a government you 

pat one another. You‟re cheerleaders. I‟ve watched it. I mean, 

I‟m learning; I‟m still young. But you know what? I still like to 

see once in a while you guys come to the table meaningful, and 

I mean meaningful, as a government to deal with the First 

Nations and the Métis, truly in a meaningful way, deal with 

their issues once and for all. 

 

And I will give you the compliments, but until I see that 

happen, I cannot give you a compliment on something you have 

not done. You haven‟t lived up to, and you owe it to them to 

deal with it. 

 

Mr. Speaker, you know I‟ve watched over the last start of the 

session and people responding to the Throne Speech, and to be 

honest with you the government wants to pat themselves on the 

back all the time. They have their cheerleading day, and I know 

they probably have meetings and they develop how they‟re 

going to cheerlead and that‟s great. I hope that does them a lot 

of comfort because back home where it really means 

something, people are feeling neglected, left behind. You have 

no vision. You‟ve left so many people behind. 

 

And you know, Mr. Speaker, they talk about, truly talk about 

where they‟re going to go with their vision and their budget. 

And they talk about the past record, 16 years. And they go 

around, Mr. Speaker, talking about 16 years, but truly it‟s time 

that this government quit patting themselves on the back. And 

that‟s enough; let‟s get some seriousness here. And it‟s time to 

stop blaming the NDP [New Democratic Party] on the past 16 

years. 

 

It‟s time the government stand on its own record, and your 

record‟s going to come. You‟re going to get your chance to 

look at that, Mr. Speaker, very well. And it‟s going to be kind 

of late. We‟re going into . . . And they‟re going to announce the 

vision, a budget, and there‟s nothing left. Where do we go? And 

they say oh, just wait and watch. 

 

Mr. Speaker, I‟m waiting. There‟s hope, and I‟ll tell you back 

home there‟s a lot of hope. People still see it. I hope that the 

people back home will get exactly what they deserve. And it 

shouldn‟t matter which way and how they voted. Truly 

shouldn‟t matter. Saskatchewan people have a right to be 

treated fairly and equally by everyone, and I guess by that 

government over there, Mr. Speaker. The government has a 

right to make sure . . . 

 

An Hon. Member: — An obligation. 

 

Mr. Vermette: — An obligation. That‟s right. Not only a right, 

but an obligation to the people it represents. All people of this 

province, not just ones that voted a certain way. Everyone has a 

right to have some compassion, have the proper roads, housing, 

mental health.  

 

So, Mr. Speaker, at this time you know, I‟ve actually enjoyed 

. . . And at this time, Mr. Speaker, I just want to say this: I will 

not be supporting, of course, the main motion, but overall with 

what I see with the Speech from the Throne and the vision that 

this government has, it‟s like the song that was sang in here the 

day of the Throne Speech, “Let‟s Call the Whole Thing Off.” 

Anyway, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Regina South. 

 

Hon. Mr. Hutchinson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is indeed 

a great honour to rise in the Assembly and offer a few remarks 

on the Speech from the Throne. Now before I comment on the 

Throne Speech directly, I‟d like to take this opportunity to say a 

few well-deserved thank yous. 

 

First, I‟d like to thank my darling wife Jocelyn, for her infinite 
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patience, her unwavering support, and her wise counsel, without 

which none of what I do here would be possible. And I also 

want to take this opportunity to congratulate her on winning a 

second term on Regina City Council. She is, of course, very 

grateful for the support of ward 2 residents and is very 

enthusiastically looking forward to serving the people of the 

Albert Park and Lakeview neighbourhoods for another three 

years. 

 

Mr. Speaker, a few other quick thank yous are in order. I am 

very pleased to recognize the great work being done by Kyle 

Leonard, who does a fantastic job running the Regina South 

constituency office, assisting with casework, and 

communications, scheduling, and making everything in our 

small but very busy office stays on track. 

 

And I appreciate this opportunity to offer sincere thanks to 

Roland Lafrance, Kim Kydd, Trudy Sigfusson, Dawne 

Anderson, and the new kid on the block, Jared Dunitz, who 

look after the legislative office efficiently and cheerfully 

handling policy issues and referrals, correspondence, reception, 

and a wide range of other activities as well. 

 

Next I‟d like to thank the Saskatchewan Party candidates in the 

recent by-elections. Corey O‟Soup and Kathleen Peterson ran 

very energetic and very well organized campaigns and came 

remarkably close to winning in two of what used to be the 

safest NDP seats in the province of Saskatchewan — used to be 

is the key word. I think we‟re going to see more of these bright, 

hardworking young people in the future. 

 

And I‟d like to welcome the Assembly‟s newest 

representatives: the member for Saskatoon Riversdale, who I 

want to congratulate on an excellent first speech here in the 

Assembly; and the member for Regina Douglas Park, who had 

just a little bit of trouble getting elected going into a by-election 

in what was formerly a bastion of NDP support, blowing a huge 

majority and emerging with a razor-thin margin, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Now, when you look at past election results for Regina Douglas 

Park, an interesting trend emerges. In 2003, with the current 

member‟s affable predecessor, the NDP won with a majority of 

over 3,000 votes. Now in 2007, even with likeable Harry Van 

Mulligen at the helm, their lead was cut was to a little over 

2,000 votes. Do you see the trend? Yes, we do, too. 

 

And in the by-election, their far less agreeable candidate barely 

squeaked through by 498 votes. Their future doesn‟t look good. 

No wonder he‟s grumpy. 

 

Mr. Speaker, what‟s happening in Douglas Park, you might 

ask? Well it just might be an indicator that voters in this 

constituency, like other people in Regina, are changing their 

mind about the NDP. Or it just might be that traditional NDP 

supporters don‟t have much confidence in their grumpy new 

leader. 

 

I call him grumpy, Mr. Speaker, because he is grumpy. Just 

how grumpy is the new Leader of the Opposition? I‟ll tell you 

how grumpy he is. Why, he‟s so grumpy, he doesn‟t even like 

dancing, particularly jigging, and especially when I‟m doing it. 

He actually said so. He said so in his response to the Speech 

from the Throne, if you can imagine. 

Mr. Speaker, what I‟d like to know is, what is his big problem? 

Is he simply jealous because I‟m a better dancer? Well how 

juvenile. He ought to grow up. Or does he simply have no 

appreciation for the important role that arts and culture play in 

this province? How incredibly mean-spirited. I‟m not sure 

which is worse. Both are deplorable. 

 

[19:30] 

 

Is there anything that makes this man happy, Mr. Speaker? 

Anything at all? Well yes, there is. He mentioned it in his 

remarks to the House. Apparently each year he has a gathering 

with a few friends — a very few friends, I am told — who share 

his rather unique political philosophy.  

 

And together, while they enjoy a kumbaya moment, can‟t you 

just see it, Mr. Speaker? A post-flower-power van full of the 

party faithful, gathered around the annual campfire under the 

stars, somewhere in the middle of the 40-or-so quarter sections 

owned by the Alberta-Conservative-backing, salt-water sheik of 

Shaunavon, clad in polyester leisure suits and disco boots or 

rumpled tweed sports jackets with suede elbow patches, jeans 

and sandals, reminiscing fondly about their party‟s glory days 

in government — linking arm in arm, as it were — and singing 

along with an eight-track tape of hits from the ‟70s, but 

obviously not dancing. 

 

Those were the days, my friend. I thought they‟d never end. It 

truly warms the heart, doesn‟t it, Mr. Speaker? And you say, 

stuck in the past. 

 

What has the media said about this new NDP leader? He‟s not 

new at all. The Canadian Press reports, “Saskatchewan NDP 

turns to the past.” The Sasquatch asks, “Out with the old, in 

with the . . . old?” rabble.ca states, “New leader, same direction: 

. . . NDP holds off reform movement,” and warns that “. . . the 

campaign for the leadership and the convention [itself] showed 

deep divisions within the party.” 

 

One letter to The StarPhoenix in Saskatoon says, “Having 

Lingenfelter as leader will lead to a further exodus from the 

ranks of the NDP . . . I predict the Green Party‟s vote will 

double next time.” 

 

And perhaps the most telling story of all, the Lloydminster 

Meridian Booster says, “So, Harry Van Mulligen is vacating his 

seat to allow Dwaine Lingenfelter to run in a „safe‟ 

constituency . . . it appears Lingenfelter is too scared to run in 

his own rural constituency.” Too scared? Can you imagine? No 

wonder NDP members and MLAs are split right down the 

middle, Mr. Speaker. And maybe that‟s the real reason the new 

leader lost Douglas Park, or just won by a little bit. 

 

I would like to conclude my introductory remarks by thanking a 

very important and much larger group of people, a group of 

people who, unlike the opposition, remember the past and have 

learned from its lessons but prefer living in the present and are 

celebrating Saskatchewan‟s new confidence while planning the 

province‟s even more promising future. I‟m referring of course 

to the good residents of Regina South. 

 

Now each year we knock on Regina South neighbourhood 

doors to hear what our constituents‟ advice might be and listen 
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to their opinions on the issues of the day. And we deeply 

appreciate their insight and their interest. Regina South 

residents have shared their opinions about what is working well 

in Saskatchewan — like tax reductions, like provincial debt 

repayment, like investments in infrastructure, and support for 

vulnerable seniors, children, and people with disabilities. They 

have also expressed their concerns and thoughts about how to 

make our province even better than it is today. 

 

Like so many other people in Saskatchewan, the residents of 

Regina South are keenly interested in health care. They are very 

aware that one of the most pressing issues in health care is the 

shortage of nurses, and they welcome the news that 

Saskatchewan‟s new government set a bold target of training 

and recruiting 800 new nurses in four years and has already 

achieved 70 per cent of that goal in just two years. They‟re 

happy about that. 

 

In their minds, the next goal has to be reducing surgical wait 

times so that everyone can benefit from needed procedures in a 

timely manner. I want to offer my sincere thanks to the good 

people of Regina South for their insights on this very important 

issue because it is due to their advice and similar 

encouragement from people all over Saskatchewan 

constituencies that motivated us to set another bold target, as 

you have heard, to reduce all surgical wait times in our province 

to three months within the next four years. Now that‟s why this 

very ambitious goal, what the Minister of Health has described 

as a full-court press on surgical wait times, is in fact the 

centrepiece of the new Speech from the Throne. 

 

As expected, there are many other significant health initiatives, 

along with exciting new program announcements in other 

ministries. However I‟d like to use the brief time remaining to 

outline the new work coming out of the office that I have the 

honour of serving, First Nations and Métis Relations and 

Northern Affairs. 

 

And I need to begin the discussion by thanking my predecessor, 

the member for Kelvington-Wadena, whose hard work allowed 

our new government to build strong new working relationships 

with our province‟s First Nation and Métis people for the first 

time in 16 years. The member from Cumberland can‟t hear this, 

obviously. 

 

As the new person in her role, we figured the best way to begin 

was to continue her wise strategy of visiting as many 

communities as possible. So far we‟ve been to Saskatoon, The 

Battlefords, Meadow Lake, and Prince Albert a dozen times in 

total. We‟ve travelled to Beauval, Ile-a-la-Crosse, Pinehouse 

Lake, Buffalo Narrows, La Loche, La Ronge, the Seabee and 

Santoy 7 mine sites, Sandy Bay, Flin Flon, Creighton, and 

Cumberland House. And in the next few days we‟ll be getting 

to McArthur River, Points North Landing, Black Lake, Stony 

Rapids, Fond-du-Lac, and Uranium City. 

 

Along the way, we‟ve met with leadership of the Métis Nation 

of Saskatchewan and some of its component regions, the 

Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, Meadow Lake 

Tribal Council, Prince Albert Grand Council, Battlefords Tribal 

Council, Saskatoon Tribal Council, Yorkton Tribal Council, 

and File Hills Qu‟Appelle Tribal Council, along with elders, 

veterans, senators, chiefs, councillors, and community members 

from many of our province‟s First Nations.  

 

That‟s a reasonable start, Mr. Speaker, but we‟re committed to 

doing more, much more. We have to do more because there is 

no substitute for discussing issues face to face with people in 

their own communities. We have to do more because no matter 

how many places my predecessor got to, no matter how many 

places I get to, we‟re still sometimes met with this greeting: 

thanks for coming to our community, yours is the first 

government minister ever to visit us. A shame. A shame, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 

Mr. Speaker, the Speech from the Throne outlines a number of 

important initiatives coming forward from First Nations and 

Métis Relations in the coming months. We are building on the 

duty to consult framework policy created by the previous 

minister after very extensive consultation with First Nation, 

Métis, community, and industry participants. This document is 

now being revised with recent stakeholder feedback in mind 

and with a view to completing a final policy in the near future. 

 

The finished document will provide an appropriate framework 

for respectful and meaningful consultation with First Nation 

and Métis partners on a wide range of important issues while 

acknowledging industry needs for clarity and consistency in the 

process of reviewing proposals for road and resource 

development. At the same time, we‟re equally committed to 

developing policy option tables to explore the issues not 

included in the original framework and intended to be discussed 

separately. 

 

By considering environmental stewardship, the mapping of 

traditional lands and sacred sites, sharing in the province‟s 

prosperity, consultation capacity, and the mechanism for 

dispute resolution, we will ensure that the broadest possible 

range of issues are addressed and the widest range of interests 

accommodated. 

 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to constitutional obligations mandated 

by recent court decisions, we have a vision. We want to see as 

many First Nations and Métis youth as possible completing 

their education, and we want to see as many of these young 

people as possible taking their rightful place in the workforce of 

our province. With these goals in mind, we are working closely 

with the ministries of Education and Advanced Education to 

bring the highest quality of learning opportunities to all 

Saskatchewan children. 

 

It is also important to note that for the very first time in our 

province‟s history — the very first time in our province‟s 

history — schools will be providing treaty education so that the 

coming generation grows up to understand that, as the Office of 

the Treaty Commissioner says so correctly, we are all treaty 

people. 

 

In addition to supporting key programs delivered by K to 12 

[kindergarten to grade 12] classrooms, First Nations and Métis 

Relations applauds provincial funding from the Ministry of 

Advanced Education to assist Aboriginal students in 

post-secondary educations to meet their goals. We also need to 

ensure that when Métis and First Nations youth complete their 

education, there are jobs waiting for them. 
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This coming year we‟ll be adding another very important 

program to meet this goal. Southern Saskatchewan already 

enjoys the benefits of well-organized and properly resourced 

enterprise regions that are working together to bring more 

economic development than ever to our province. In our next 

budget, we plan to include funding for three new northern 

enterprise regions serving the Northwest, Northeast, and 

Athabasca Basin regions respectively. 

 

This is exactly the solution strongly advocated by northern 

business leaders themselves. And we‟re very pleased to be 

meeting their expectations, very thankful for their wise advice 

along the way, and we look forward to their continued 

involvement as we work on this exciting new initiative. 

 

Now the member from Cumberland is calling for assistance for 

the northern commercial fishing industry. I‟d like to ask his 

party: where were they for 16 years as that industry sadly 

deteriorated due to an outdated agreement? We‟re doing more 

in a couple of years than they did in a couple of decades. We‟re 

on the job and we intend to succeed where they failed. 

 

Mr. Speaker, we are particularly interested in economic 

development in northern Saskatchewan as it goes to the heart of 

our Northern Affairs‟ portfolio. And in our extensive travels to 

northern communities, reserves, we are seeing new energy, new 

enthusiasm, and new confidence that perhaps the members on 

the other side aren‟t aware of. We are also seeing remarkable 

progress in the development of successful business partnerships 

between First Nations, Métis citizens, northern municipalities, 

and industry. We warmly applaud this very beneficial trend that 

is attracting capital investment to the North, building new 

business ventures, and creating new training and employment 

opportunities for all northerners. We will continue to support 

these fine efforts in every way possible and share the vision of a 

vibrant economy in the North. 

 

Jordan‟s principle is another area where considerable progress 

has been made, and First Nations and Métis Relations is very 

pleased to be leading our government‟s work on this important 

file, together with our partners in the Ministry of Health. I am 

very proud to confirm that Saskatchewan is the first jurisdiction 

in Canada where all three parties — First Nations, the 

Government of Canada, and the province — have endorsed a 

plan that ensures that all First Nations youth will receive the 

health care services they need regardless of which funding 

agency has financial responsibility. It was indeed an honour, 

Mr. Speaker, to join former Federation of Saskatchewan Indian 

Nations vice-chief, Glen Pratt, officials from Indian and 

Northern Affairs Canada, and colleagues from provincial 

ministries to announce this very special milestone. 

 

The final Throne Speech initiative I want to mention is the 

proclamation of 2010 as the Year of the Métis. This was 

personally requested by President Robert Doucette of the Métis 

Nation of Saskatchewan in a letter addressed to the Premier. 

The Premier‟s response was immediate and enthusiastic. As a 

result, the Government of Saskatchewan welcomes this 

opportunity to recognize the unique history and culture of the 

Métis people along with their enormous contribution to our 

province as part of the 125th anniversary celebrations of the 

historic events of 1885. 

 

Quite understandably the response of the Métis Nation of 

Saskatchewan has been very positive. Here‟s what they‟ve said, 

Mr. Speaker. From their news release titled “MN-S applauds 

historical announcement during Saskatchewan‟s speech from 

the throne,” I offer the two following quick quotations: 

 

There has never been a dedication of this magnitude made 

to Métis Citizens by the province . . . 

 

And: 

 

The designation of 2010 being The Year of the Métis, by 

the Province of Saskatchewan in yesterday‟s throne 

speech marks a great chapter in moving forward for the 

Métis Nation as well as The Province. 

 

Obviously we‟re making unprecedented progress, and this is 

good news for everyone in Saskatchewan, except, Mr. Speaker, 

perhaps for the Leader of the Opposition. Mr. Speaker, I feel 

compelled to warn him in advance that there are going to be 

celebrations to kick off the 2010 Year of the Métis program of 

activities. They‟re going to take place right outside in the 

rotunda of this Legislative Building on November 4th, and there 

is probably going to be dancing — yes, Mr. Speaker, dancing. 

Even worse from the new Leader of the Opposition‟s 

perspective, there will likely be jigging. Worse of all from his 

perspective, it is just possible that I might be participating if 

invited. 

 

We‟re going to have a lot of fun celebrating this landmark 

occasion, but we certainly don‟t want to upset the new Leader 

of the Opposition who, given his declared distaste for dancing 

and possibly arts and culture of all kinds, now knows which day 

to be absent. He‟ll be happy for it, Mr. Speaker, and so will 

everybody else, I might say. 

 

Mr. Speaker, last year at this time I closed my remarks with an 

appeal to the bipartisan spirit of the members on the other side 

of this House to vote in favour of the Throne Speech. In 

extending the hand of friendship across the aisle, I noted that it 

was clear that our colleagues in opposition secretly wanted to 

support its historic paying down of the provincial debt, its 

landmark tax cuts, its unprecedented investments in 

infrastructure — like hospitals, like schools, like highways — 

its dramatic increases in support for our most vulnerable 

citizens, and, yes, the long-awaited enhancement of provincial 

revenue sharing for municipalities, including my own town of 

Regina. 

 

I implored, yes, I implored our NDP colleagues to vote with 

their hearts and not to be mere slaves to partisan politics. Right 

in the middle of this impassioned plea, the member from Biggar 

said they‟re not going to do it. They‟re not going to do it, he 

said, Mr. Speaker. And sadly, he was right. Despite their inner 

feelings, when the vote was taken, every single NDP member 

said no to the Throne Speech. You could feel their inner turmoil 

as they struggled with their consciences, but in the end, they 

said no towards moving toward a bright future and yes to being 

stuck in the past. 

 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I‟d like to believe that a direct appeal to 

their better nature would succeed this year, but I really don‟t 

think so. The reason is simple. They‟re grumpy — grumpy, 
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grumpy, grumpy, even grumpier than last year, and their new 

leader is especially grumpy. 

 

Okay. The new member from Saskatoon Riversdale isn‟t 

grumpy, certainly not yet anyway. And the veteran member 

from Regina Northeast has never been grumpy. He‟s never been 

grumpy, Mr. Speaker. These two stand out from the rest. They 

stand out a lot. 

 

[19:45] 

 

And this has given me a new idea. I think these two ungrumpy 

members of the opposition would actually be more comfortable 

on this side of the House. So I‟m taking this opportunity to 

invite them to cross the floor to where they‟ll be cheering for 

Saskatchewan, home of Canada‟s strongest provincial 

economy, rather than cheering for the recession; where they‟ll 

be planning for success rather than planning for failure; and to 

where we‟re moving toward a bright future, not being stuck in 

the past. That way, Mr. Speaker, when it comes time to vote on 

the Throne Speech, they can follow their inner voice and 

support all the exciting initiatives and programs it contains. 

Indeed I‟m not asking them to make a decision right away, Mr. 

Speaker. I‟m just asking them to start thinking about it. 

 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I‟ll conclude by offering this paraphrase of a 

wonderful old political quotation that comes to mind each and 

every time I happen to hear the new Leader of the Opposition 

speak in this Assembly: when I first began this campaign, I just 

wanted to beat the NDP. Now I want to save the province from 

them. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I of course will be supporting the 

Throne Speech. 

 

The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Athabasca. 

 

Mr. Belanger: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Just in 

response to the Throne Speech, I want to point out the member 

that spoke just before me, the member from Regina South, I 

understood that he was involved with the NDP in his earlier 

years. And as a result of his defection over to the Sask Party, 

they had a motion. And the motion of the Regina South NDP 

executive is very clear and it‟s unanimous. And the motion 

reads, they can have him. 

 

So, Mr. Speaker, they‟re more than welcome to have that 

member join that particular party. Because in true fashion, Mr. 

Speaker, it really talks about his background. It talks about his 

commitment. And the entertaining he just provided to us, really 

has no merit or point to what he was involved when we were 

with him. So in other words, we did not want him any more. So 

you guys are welcome. You can have him. 

 

And, Mr. Speaker, when I listened to the Throne Speech, when 

I listened to the Throne Speech, I was thinking to myself, this is 

like a bad joke or badly timed joke because I was waiting for 

more, as the rest of the members were. They were waiting for 

more — got to be more, got to be more. And then all of a 

sudden that was it. That was it. So I‟m sitting there saying, well 

either that‟s a very boring Throne Speech or it‟s a poorly timed 

joke because we‟re all waiting for more. And guess what? 

Nothing came in that was exciting and certainly nothing that 

really inspired people. 

 

So, Mr. Speaker, I look at that and I say to myself, let‟s do a 

recap. These guys across the way, this band of Conservatives 

and Liberals and ex-fired NDP members over there, they got 

together in the dead of night to form the Saskatchewan Party. 

And all of a sudden, bang, you come along after the Throne 

Speech and after two years — two years — they‟re boring 

already. 

 

They talk about the NDP being in power for 16 years. And I‟ll 

tell the people of Saskatchewan as I‟ve told them time and time 

again, yes, we were in power for 16 years, but the first 14 years 

we were busy cleaning up that conservative mess left behind by 

those guys, Mr. Speaker. Fourteen years we cleaned up their 

mess. Fourteen years we cleaned up the mess left behind those 

guys, and all of a sudden, like the pompom group they are, they 

have followed a new leader and a new party and this new 

vision. 

 

And, Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned at the outset, that Throne 

Speech got to be the most boring Throne Speech in the world. 

And I thought there was more coming, Mr. Speaker. But the 

worst part about . . . It‟s not one thing to be boring, Mr. 

Speaker, as the Throne Speech was. It‟s not one thing being 

boring, but when you‟re broke already, all of a sudden you‟re 

going to start losing friends. 

 

So number one is they‟re boring. They‟re uninspired, and 

they‟re broke. So what are they going to do? They‟re going to 

keep waving their pompoms, going to keep waving their 

balloons and saying, look what we‟re doing. And they‟re going 

to entertain the people and, yes, even the member from Regina 

South goes to jig. 

 

He goes to jig and makes a spectacle of himself, but he says, oh 

we‟re going to declare the Year of the Métis in 2010. But guess 

what? There is no duty to consult framework that they‟re 

abiding by. Guess what? There‟s not core funding for the Métis 

Nation. And guess what, Mr. Speaker? They‟re threatening all 

the affiliates, whether it‟s SNEDCO [SaskNative Economic 

Development Corporation], whether it‟s Gabriel Dumont, 

whether it‟s DTI [Dumont Technical Institute], or whether it‟s 

the Clarence Campeau Fund. They never brought one red cent 

increase on these guys, and yet he talks about the Year of the 

Métis. Of course we‟ll celebrate that, but maybe they should 

actually put some money where their mouth is, Mr. Speaker, 

because all they‟re going to do is wave their pompoms and their 

balloons. Well that‟s not leadership. That is absolutely boring 

like their Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker. 

 

And what I want to also point out as well, Mr. Speaker, is that 

when you look at some of the arguments that these guys made, 

and I want to again recap what I think has been a rudderless, 

leaderless Saskatchewan Party government, Mr. Speaker. When 

they came into power they had two and a half billion dollars in 

the bank. Two and a half billion dollars and, Mr. Speaker, this 

economy was booming. It was firing on all cylinders. People 

were optimistic. Things were happening. And these guys 

assumed that after 16 years the people of Saskatchewan said, 

maybe it‟s time for a change. Maybe it‟s time for a change. 

Let‟s give the NDP a break. And, Mr. Speaker, we accepted that 

role. As the official opposition, we humbly accept that role. 



November 2, 2009 Saskatchewan Hansard 3387 

And I want to point out that after 16 years of cleaning up the 

mess that maybe the NDP needed a time out, but we are 

rebuilding, Mr. Speaker. So when I say to these guys, you had a 

booming economy, you had roads being built, you had the debt 

down — from 15 to $16 billion down to 5 to $10 billion dollars 

with the Crowns — and we reduced the debt. And the 16 years 

that we‟re in government, we paid between 11 and $12 billion 

in interest and debt, Mr. Speaker, so we had a long way to 

climb back. And the people of Saskatchewan know that, and 

every NDP in this province should never be ashamed of that 

history, Mr. Speaker, never be ashamed. 

 

And the big thing that‟s really remarkable, Mr. Speaker, when 

you‟re sitting down and listen to these guys we said, look, look, 

we paid down the debt. We rebuilt the province. And yes, we 

had a hard climb back up, and the people of Saskatchewan 

stood by us. But we transferred you two and a half billion 

dollars in the bank and a booming economy. And all we asked 

as an outgoing administration, all we asked was one thing — 

please don‟t screw it up. 

 

And, Mr. Speaker, what have they done? What have they done? 

Let me show you what have they done. Right now the 

headlines, and I go from the Melville Advance, “Sask full-time 

jobs drop.” Mr. Speaker, “Time to twin highway no. 4, more 

work and infrastructure.” “Travel tough on dialysis patients.” 

It‟s Estevan Mercury, October 14. “Potash corporation 

announces more layoffs at Rocanville, Lanigan.” “Canola 

production way down.” “Canadian hog sector nearing industry 

wide disaster.” Mr. Speaker, “Seniors‟ affordable housing 

project opens in Pinehouse.” Oh no, this is one of ours, sorry. 

 

But, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, they have really messed things 

up. And the other thing that‟s really important, Mr. Speaker, as 

you look at this scenario right now across the way, $1.3 billion 

miscalculation by that Finance minister on potash revenues. 

Who did they ask, Mr. Speaker? They didn‟t ask the Finance 

people who have all the experience and all the knowledge, and 

that‟s what a good government does. It asks people for advice, 

the people that they pay. 

 

And what happened last year? The Minister of Industry and 

Resources was waving his document saying, oh we‟ve got the 

information from the industry right here. Well, Mr. Speaker, 

he‟s now blaming the industry for giving him those figures 

when they‟re $1.3 billion off their mark. 

 

So, Mr. Speaker, when I talk about a rudderless, leaderless Sask 

Party government, it‟s absolutely true. It is absolutely true. 

They inherit a booming economy and two and a half billion 

dollars, and they brag about the money that they paid down the 

debt. That‟s the money the people of Saskatchewan and the 

NDP handed to you. 

 

And the worst part of all this, Mr. Speaker, is that was their 

inheritance. They spent their inheritance. And now next year 

trouble is on the rise because, Mr. Speaker, if you look at all the 

sectors, all the sectors that are out there, whether it‟s cow-calf 

operations, hog, oil, gas — you can go through the entire list — 

everything is going down. And yet these guys continue 

spending, and they‟ll continue spending because, Mr. Speaker, 

they really, really want to be re-elected. 

 

And I predict today, I predict today that next year there‟s only 

three things that are going to save these guys: massive cuts, Mr. 

Speaker, or they‟re going to increase debt — which I think they 

will — or they‟re going to increase income tax. Those are the 

three options that they have left. And it is very simple, Mr. 

Speaker. It‟s very, very simple. We said, please don‟t mess it up 

you guys. 

 

And every New Democrat in this province or person that‟s 

looking at the New Democrats right now, they‟re going to say, 

you know, people said we were wrong to leave that money on 

the table. They said we were wrong to leave that money on the 

table. And everywhere I go I tell people, no, it was the right 

thing to do because when we took over this government, when 

we took over government from those guys opposite, Mr. 

Speaker, the interest on the debt and the interest alone was three 

times our education budget, Mr. Speaker — three times. Can 

you imagine that? And when we left government our 

commitment to education was twice the amount that we were 

paying on interest. That is a remarkable turnaround, Mr. 

Speaker, remarkable. 

 

And I pointed out and I look across the way and I say to myself, 

well where are these guys getting their advice from? Where are 

these guys getting their advice from? They sure and heck ain‟t 

getting it from the Finance people, the bureaucrats that 

Saskatchewan has right at their beck and call, which are very 

intelligent people. Where are they getting their advice from? 

 

And I look at that and I say, well the member from Swift 

Current, the Premier, well he‟s the one that certainly is pushing 

the agenda, and he‟s the one that all of this sits on. And I was 

thinking, well what background does he have to determine the 

budget of Saskatchewan — 5 and 600 million there or $300 

million there? So I looked back on the resumé, and I try and 

see, well where does he get his experience from, Mr. Speaker, 

to do the budget speech and the Throne Speech? And I 

understand from basically what I see that he operated a guitar 

museum, and this guitar museum went broke.  

 

So I was thinking to myself, being a very simple hockey player 

— a player that‟s not very good, I might add, before they say it 

— that if you can‟t sell country music to the people of 

Saskatchewan, you shouldn‟t try and anticipate the global 

markets for potash demand. I just don‟t think that‟s right. You 

should go down to seek advice from people because at the end 

of the day, a $1.3 billion blunder, it‟s at their doing, Mr. 

Speaker, at their doing. They did it. So once again, you look at 

how the scenario unfolds. They brag about paying down the 

debt with their inheritance. Great. Go ahead. Pay it down. 

Everybody applauds that. 

 

They also talk about the vision that they have. Well it‟s boring 

already, Mr. Speaker. And I‟m going through the headlines — 

headline after headline. And then like I‟m thinking about, okay, 

maybe, yes, people aren‟t giving these guys a chance. Let‟s see 

what they can do. And then I look at some of the efforts of the 

people that they had in their government. 

 

I particularly look at the member from Cannington, the member 

from Cypress Hills, from Thunder Creek, and P.A. [Prince 

Albert] Carlton. Those guys waited 16 years to be a minister, 

and they were fired after 16 months, Mr. Speaker, fired. Why, 
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Mr. Speaker? Because quite frankly, they‟re tired. They‟re 

uninspired, and they all need to be fired, Mr. Speaker. There‟s 

no question in my mind; they all need to be fired. 

 

The other thing that‟s also important, Mr. Speaker, as we stand 

up and we give these shots, Mr. Speaker, we give these shots 

out. I‟m told by my colleagues, they said, you‟d better be 

careful; they have their attack dogs out there — people that‟ll 

go after you and give you hell. Excuse my language, Mr. 

Speaker. But they‟ll give you some extreme grief. 

 

And I tell them, well who is their attack dog? They say, oh the 

member from Wood River, the member from Saskatoon 

Northwest, and a couple of the other members. Well to me, 

they‟re attack chihuahuas. And of course, my colleagues said, 

take it easy, take it easy Mr. MLA from Athabasca. Those 

chihuahuas might know kung fu. And I gave it some thought for 

about two seconds, and I said, yes, but they‟re still chihuahuas. 

 

So at the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day, 

whatever they would like to do, whatever game that they want 

to play, if they want to rock and roll, Mr. Speaker, we‟ll rock 

and roll. And this Throne Speech, and this Throne Speech is 

bull. It is boring. It is uninspired, and it just really reflects the 

fact that all those members across the way are tired after two 

years. How could you be broke and tired after two years? That‟s 

what I can‟t understand. 

 

And I listened with great interest to some of the members 

opposite, particularly the Minister of Industry and Resources. 

He said oh yes, you guys are great economic thinkers over 

there. But, Mr. Speaker, when I think about who built this 

economy, when I think about the boom that happened in 

Saskatchewan — which these guys inherited — when I think of 

that, Mr. Speaker, I think of people like Eric Cline, our former 

minister of Finance. I think of people like Eldon Lautermilch, 

Mr. Speaker. I think about Doreen Hamilton, Mr. Speaker; 

Andrew Thomson, Mr. Speaker; Joanne Crofford. These are the 

people who I think about. 

 

[20:00] 

 

I don‟t give one ounce of credit to that gang across the way, Mr. 

Speaker, because they don‟t deserve it. Every bit of good news 

that they had as a result of the inheritance that they got from the 

outgoing NDP government is now over. It is now over, Mr. 

Speaker. Now the crow is going to come home to roost because 

the fact of the matter is they‟re tired. They‟re uninspired, and 

they‟re now broke. 

 

And you know, Mr. Speaker, what‟s the amazing thing about all 

of that is people are just starting to realize how bad and how 

tough this whole issue is because the fact of the matter is when 

you‟re sitting listening to the Throne Speech, you want to see 

their vision. They want to see where they‟re going, how they‟re 

going to manage the finances, what they‟re going to do. 

 

And every time that they get into trouble, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 

every single time that this government gets into trouble, do you 

know what they do? They blame the NDP. They say oh it‟s 16 

years. 

 

And my advice to them is, it‟s time for you guys to grow up and 

act your age. You‟re two years old. Stop blaming other people 

and start taking responsibility for your own actions and your 

own miscalculations, Mr. Speaker. My goodness, it‟s as simple 

as that. It‟s as simple as that. 

 

So next time the Minister of Industry and Resources gets up and 

talks about the economic minds on this side, I‟ll tell him this, 

Mr. Speaker, that we had more to do with rebuilding the 

economy than any single member across the way. And I‟m 

proud of my affiliation with the New Democratic Party and the 

past administration, Mr. Speaker. 

 

And before you go on, and before they go on, before they go 

on, they ought to know this as well, that when the tough times 

came, when the tough times came, that member from 

Kindersley went home. He was going to go home, back to the 

farm. And now he comes back here because things are going 

good. Why not, you know? So he comes back again, and he 

comes to be the Minister of Industry and Resources out here. 

 

And the problem is, Mr. Speaker, it‟s like the football game a 

couple weeks ago. Some of the fans got up and left when 

Saskatchewan was behind. I think they were behind by six 

points or a point, rather. And all of a sudden they all left. They 

all left. And people said, oh no, no. No, come back. Come back. 

Saskatchewan‟s winning again. So what he does, he turns 

around and he comes back. 

 

So I‟m going to say to this, Mr. Speaker, that I will not take any 

criticism from that member from Kindersley, and I‟ll not take 

any advice from him either about who built this economy. I talk 

to the people like Cline, Lautermilch, Crofford, Hamilton. 

Those are the people that built this economy, and those are the 

people we should recognize, Mr. Speaker. Absolutely, all the 

way we should recognize them. 

 

So again I go back to the Throne Speech and I‟m thinking it‟s a 

bad joke, that the timing is off. So why are people out there 

across the way smiling? Why are they laughing? You think it‟s 

a big joke that these problems are coming down the pipe, and 

they just simply keep floating out these balloons and these 

pompoms. Well the fact of the matter is the pompoms and 

balloon days are soon coming to an end, Mr. Speaker. They‟re 

soon coming to an end. And who‟s going to pay the price are 

the people of Saskatchewan. 

 

And we warned them, Mr. Speaker, we warned them. Don‟t 

listen to their speeches. Don‟t believe anything they say 

because they‟d rather have their little pompoms to deflect your 

attention from the real issues, from the real issues and from the 

history of this party, Mr. Speaker. 

 

So again, that Throne Speech, it‟s got to be the most boring 

speech I‟ve ever heard in the 14 years that I‟ve sat in this 

Assembly, Mr. Speaker. It‟s got to be the boringest speech. 

 

Now what I‟ll point out as well, Mr. Speaker, in my closing 

comments is that the people ought to know, the people ought to 

know when we lost government in 2007, we lost by 6,000 votes 

in 10 seats — in 10 seats, Mr. Speaker. That ain‟t a lot. In this 

Assembly, we‟re going to work very hard over the next couple 

of years to get rid of those guys, Mr. Speaker. And I notice they 

attack not only the new member from Riversdale, who I 


