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[The Assembly met at 10:00.]
[Prayers]
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

The Speaker: — | recognize the Minister Responsible for
Enterprise and Innovation.

Hon. Mr. Stewart: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s my great
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to all members of
this Hon. Assembly a group of people assembled in your
gallery, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, today, on October 23, for the first time, has been
designated Saskatchewan Youth Entrepreneurship Day. To
celebrate this day, we’ve announced partnerships with Junior
Achievement of Saskatchewan, an organization that will train
youth in business and entrepreneurship skills, and a new youth
education centre in Regina donated by TCU Financial Group
that will be managed by Argus Group Inc, a
Saskatchewan-based marketing consulting firm.

Mr. Speaker, to you and through you | would now like to
introduce to the House the following executives and young
people who are part of this great partnership. Representing
Junior Achievement of Saskatchewan, Councillor Darren Hill
from the city of Saskatoon. If | could just have the people stand.
There’s Darren. Stand as I introduce you. Katherine Gagne,
program director, Junior Achievement of Saskatchewan.

And with Darren and Katherine today are eight students who
participate in the Junior Achievement company program. These
achievers have begun the process of starting their own business
and they are: Cole Shaheen, Andrea Williams, Jesse White, Jeff
Myers, Jordon McArthur, Nathan Brietenbach, Sean Myers and
Victoria Oppenlander. Mr. Speaker, | hope that all members
will grant a warm welcome to this dynamic group of young
people.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Fairview.

Mr. lwanchuk: — Mr. Speaker, to you and through you to the
Assembly, I’d like to introduce you to some members in the
east gallery, members of the Saskatchewan Potash Council.

The Saskatchewan Potash Council was officially formed on
September 10 and made public at a press conference the next
day in Prince Albert. As part of the press conference, the main
participants signed the Saskatchewan potash mining initiative.
The council believed the formation of this council is truly a
historical event in Saskatchewan for Saskatchewan labour and
the Saskatchewan potash industry.

Mr. Speaker, we have with us today members of the
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union Local 892
from Esterhazy, Mosaic Potash, Doug Milham. From the
Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union Local 922,
Lanigan, Potash Corporation, Rick Suchy and Robert Heinrich.

We have from the Rocanville Potash Employees Association,
Potash Corp, Derek Palmer. United Steelworkers Local 189,
Patience Lake, Potash Corporation, Ron Greenwood and Neil
Wolff. United Steelworkers Local 7458, Cory, Potash
Corporation, we have Randy Rounce, Ben Medernach, and
Gord Hiebert. United Steelworkers Local 7552, Vanscoy
Potash, Agrium, we have Darrin Kruger, Glen Bauer, and Willy
Prentice.

From United Steelworkers Local 7656, Colonsay, Mosaic
Potash, we have Bruce Koob and Vern Becker. From United
Steelworkers Local 7689, Allan, Potash Corporation, we have
Kim Wehner and Dennis Wutzke. Also joining this group are
United Steelworkers staff representative Lee Edwards, United
Steelworkers national representative Roger Falconer, United
Steelworkers national rep Scott Lunny, and United
Steelworkers District 3 director, Steve Hunt.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Assembly to welcome these members to
their Assembly. Thank you.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the Minister Responsible for
Energy and Resources.

Hon. Mr. Boyd: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, |
want to join with the member opposite in welcoming the folks
representing the Potash Council to the legislature here this
morning.

As you would know, Mr. Speaker, the potash industry
represents a tremendous success story here in Saskatchewan.
The industry contributes significant revenues to the province of
Saskatchewan — unprecedented revenues to the province of
Saskatchewan — and indeed the folks that represent that
industry are welcome to the legislature. We appreciate the work
that they do on behalf of the people of Saskatchewan. The
revenues that are generated from it help the announcements of
late in the last few days, and we welcome it. We continue to
believe that there is a very optimistic future for the potash
industry here in Saskatchewan and would want to take the
occasion on behalf of the government to welcome them here
this morning.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Centre.

Mr. Forbes: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’d like to
introduce a few guests to you and through you to the rest of the
House here. | see in your gallery we have Bev Duncan, the chief
executive officer for the Saskatchewan voice of those with
disabilities, and so we welcome her here today. As well, people
on the floor, Tammy, Mellissa as well. And | think this is going
to be an important day for them. So I’d like to ask the whole
House to welcome those folks to this House. Thank you.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Biggar.
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Mr. Weekes: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and through
you I'd like to introduce 86 students from Vanscoy. I
understand they’ve been up since 4 o’clock this morning to
drive down to the legislature and to Regina. We had a photo and
a brief discussion about the legislature and the duties of an
MLA [Member of the Legislative Assembly].

I’d like to also introduce some teachers and assistants that are
accompanying them: Kevin Derdall, Darin McKay, Amanda
Schafhauser, Janet Jeffries, Betty Ferguson, Trish Van Damme,
Lorrie Reichert, Kendra Danielson, and a number of parents
that also have accompanied them, and also Gina Streisel.

So, Mr. Speaker, please join me in welcoming these students
and teachers and parents to their legislature.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Yorkton.

Mr. Ottenbreit: — Mr. Speaker, | ask the Assembly for leave
for extended introduction of guests.

The Speaker: — The member has asked for leave for an
extension of introductions. Is that granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Agreed.

Mr. Ottenbreit: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To you and
through you and to all the members of this Assembly, |
introduce three students from Thom Collegiate: Stephanie
Hewitt — do you want to give us a wave, Stephanie — Johnny
Graham, and Major Wu. I think that’s the coolest name I've
ever heard — Major Wu— don’t you?

Earlier this year, Mr. Speaker, they took upon themselves to
carry out a very selfless project. While clearing up the
schoolyard, they discovered planters where they thought was a
waste receptacle. They decided to put them to use. They
thought the problem through, came up with a plan, and took
action. They raised funds, purchased the flowers, did the
planting, and looked after the upkeep.

But the story doesn’t end there, Mr. Speaker. You see, the
plants were stolen. And although these three impressive
individuals were undoubtedly very disappointed, they remained
upbeat. They went so far as to say they thought whoever had
taken the plants probably needed them more, and only hoped
they were still being properly cared for. They chose to be
positive, Mr. Speaker — better and not bitter.

When the situation was made public, the community rallied
around the three. New plants were supplied and the project
revived. These three not only set a good example for the school
and youth in general, Mr. Speaker, but also the city and the
province.

One thing | haven’t mentioned yet, Mr. Speaker, is that these
three — Stephanie, Johnny, and Major — all have varying
degrees of autism. And as a member of the standing policy
committee on human services, | often hear at stakeholder

meetings with groups representing people with disabilities . . .
And they feel they are often marginalized by a society that does
not understand their needs, and at times they are negatively
judged and their parents are negatively judged by their skills.

Today | want to acknowledge the effort and dedication the
parents have made to these students. They have their teens
respond in a caring and positive way regarding the theft of the
flowers. 1 knew immediately that these are skills and values
these parents have installed in their students and their kids.

I want to publicly acknowledge the time and effort that the
parents have invested in their children, and | want to say, a job
well done.

The parents of Stephanie, Ray and Jana Hewitt, are here today;
the mother of Johnny, Bev Graham, is here today. Father,
Greig, couldn’t make it. And Major’s father, Simon, is here, but
his mother, Hanna, wasn’t able to attend today.

Also with us today is our special ed teacher, Miranda Field, and
teaching assistant, Glendyne Brown. I’d also like to mention,
Mr. Speaker, the former teacher who helped encourage the
students on this project wasn’t able to attend today — MSs.
Michelle Grodecki.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, Major is leaving us and moving to
BC — Nanaimo to be factual — and he will be missed. He said
he’ll email us, though. So I’d like to wish he and his family
well.

One other thing I'd like to add, Mr. Speaker. When I went to
visit them at school, | asked what prompted them to take on this
project. Both Johnny and Major promptly said, because
Stephanie said to, and you do not say no to Stephanie.
Stephanie, Johnny, Major, thank you for being you. We are all
here very proud of you. May God bless you and your families.
Thank you.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Sutherland.

Ms. Schriemer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good morning. |
am wanting to introduce to you and through you my nephew
who is in your gallery, Luc Préfontaine. He is one of our many
young people that have left for Alberta and has come home to
get educated and participate in our growth. Thank you.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Northwest.
Mr. LeClerc: — Mr. Speaker, | would like to introduce

through you and to you a member of my Rotary Club Nutana, a
good friend of mine, Jim Gillis who is in your gallery, who has
come down today. He’s also my lawyer. Not my criminal
lawyer, my book lawyer. I’d like to introduce a good friend of
mine to you.

Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
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The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Sutherland.

2008 Circle of Honour Awards

Ms. Schriemer: — Good morning. | would like to speak this
morning about the Circle of Honour Awards. It was a special
night full of song, dance, and soulful notes of a flute. Pride and
honour shone in the faces of those who watched recipients
accept their FSIN [Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations]
Circle of Honour Awards on Tuesday night in Saskatoon.

The list of winners was impressive. The coveted awards were
given to First Nations people who have taken opportunity
firmly by the hand and pushed forward. A total of 29 awards
were given out to recipients of all ages, those who have served
their communities through the years, and youth who are just
coming into their own.

Honours were given out to stellar volunteers, athletes, artists,
healers, leaders, teachers, and workplace coaches. Nearly 20
chiefs travelled many miles to join the celebration.

Citizen of the Year Awards were given to elder Edward
Baldhead of One Arrow First Nation and Susan Wapass of
Thunderchild First Nation. A posthumous award was accepted
by family members of the late Senator Myles Venne of the Lac
La Ronge Indian Band.

Students who won for academic achievement were honoured
for making their lives drug- and alcohol-free. Let’s join together
to pay tribute to the incredible power of these awards and the
role models that received them. Their service to community
remains the backbone of our society. Thank you.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the member from Regina
Rosemont.

Stresses on Saskatchewan Families

Mr. Wotherspoon: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
families across Saskatchewan are strained by an ever-increasing
financial burden upon them. Strong middle-class families across
Saskatchewan are increasingly stressed by the costs of living,
and those living on the margins have an incredible pressure and
many barriers placed upon them.

Mr. Speaker, it is so important that families can access
education and the labour market. Mr. Speaker, inadequate
access to quality and affordable child care is a major roadblock
for families. Current wait-lists across Saskatchewan are
disgraceful. For example, one child care provider in Regina has
a 400-person wait-list, a 200-wait-list alone for 21 infant
spaces. This is not acceptable. It’s an injustice that the Sask
Party is not even spending its federal transfer for child care
spaces in entirety at a time of such need.

As a province, we risk squandering important social and
economic benefits of this strong economy without this strategic

investment. Mr. Speaker, far too many Saskatchewan families
are stressed, strained, and struggling as they are unable to find
quality, affordable child care for their children. This limits their
futures. This limits the future of our province. Action and
investment is needed now.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

[10:15]

The Speaker: — I recognize the member from Lloydminster.
This Year Country

Mr. McMillan: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As today is Youth
Entrepreneurship Day in our province, it is timely that | rise to
highlight this province and the city | call home, Lloydminster.
The CFIB [Canadian Federation of Independent Business]
recently produced a report entitled Communities in Boom:
Canada’s Top Entrepreneurial Cities. Our province captured
four of the top 10, with LIoydminster ranking number one in the
country by a fairly wide margin. Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, and
Regina were also recognized for their openness to small
business.

The national study credits Saskatchewan’s dramatic competitive
rise to this province taking over from Alberta as the country’s
top performer. Mr. Mallett of the CFIB reflects, and | quote:

Saskatchewan in general has had a rebirth not just because
of its resources but a sea change at the provincial level . . .

In addition to the change at the provincial level, | think we
should recognize the work of the cities named as well as the
chambers of commerce. Most of all, we should recognize and
salute the women and men who make this happen with the oil
on their hands and the mud on their boots. Their entrepreneurial
spirit is helping make Saskatchewan stronger and a better life
for everyone. Mr. Speaker, Saskatchewan truly is this year
country. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Regina Walsh
Acres.

Quality of Life for Saskatchewan People

Ms. Morin: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, in the
constituency of Regina Walsh Acres resides an extraordinary
22-year old woman who, like many others her age, enjoys going
out with her friends. Lately, however, she’s been unable to join
them. After paying for her living accommodations, she is left
with the paltry sum of $135 per month for clothing, personal
hygiene supplies, and transport. In an effort to cut costs, she
takes the bus, but too often it is unavailable.

Mr. Speaker, this is a story of the indignity suffered by the most
vulnerable in our society, as the young woman | just described
is quadriplegic and confined to a wheelchair. She lacks funds
available through Social Services, and, even more
disconcerting, the Regina Paratransit Service she depends on is
overburdened to the point that even with a 14-day advance
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booking, they cannot provide her with the caring service she
needs to go out with her friends. Instead all she knows is the
all-too-familiar walls of her group home and the compassionate
attention of those who surround her.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the Sask Party government to start
caring about the quality of life of Saskatchewan people. Tax
cuts don’t excuse a government that refuses to take
responsibility for those left behind.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Moose Jaw
North.

Saskatchewan People Benefit from
New-Found Prosperity

Mr. Michelson: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s been a historic
week here in Saskatchewan. Acting on the priorities of the
Saskatchewan people, our government took historic steps to
ensure all Saskatchewan people benefit from our new-found
prosperity.

We are implementing the largest single income tax reduction in
the province’s history. All Saskatchewan people, regardless of
age or income, whether they’re married or single, will benefit.
Mr. Speaker, these measures will give Saskatchewan people the
resources they need for the cost-of-living challenges.

We are committing a further $1 billion in debt reduction, saving
the Saskatchewan people hundreds of millions of dollars in
interest payments. In less than a year, we have reduced the
provincial debt by $2.6 billion — almost 40 per cent. That
money the taxpayers are saving can be used on priority areas
such as health, education, and infrastructure. We are expanding
our ready-for-growth infrastructure program by 50 per cent to
$1.5 billion.

The Speaker: — Order. The member from Moose Jaw North
has the floor. Indeed the Speaker would like to hear him, if the
members would come to order. Member from Moose Jaw
North.

Mr. Michelson: — $1.5 billion, Mr. Speaker. This is the largest
in Saskatchewan’s history and three times — three times — the
capital spending of just four years ago under the socialist
government.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Mr. Michelson: — Mr. Speaker, in these uncertain times it’s
important for the government to take steps to ensure the secure
future of the people of Saskatchewan. We will maintain a
balance of $1.9 billion in our Growth and Financial Security
Fund as a financial insurance policy.

Mr. Speaker, a stronger Saskatchewan means a better life for
everyone. Thank you.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Prince Albert

Northcote.
Help for Low-Income Citizens

Mr. Furber: — Mr. Speaker, today | want to talk to you about
one of my constituents. Randy is physically disabled due to a
motor vehicle accident that occurred in 1996. Prior to his
accident, he was employed, earning a good living, and had a
bright future. Because of injuries he suffered as a result of this
accident, he’s been receiving benefits from a Canada disability
pension. The difficulty, Mr. Speaker, is that in the midst of a
booming Saskatchewan and with the government sitting on a $3
billion windfall, one of our most vulnerable citizens is barely
able to survive. Randy is someone that needs assistance from
this government and is receiving almost no help at all.

Mr. Speaker, after he came to my office for help, we found that
the only additional assistance available to him was a small
amount in a rental housing supplement. So in order to add to the
small amount he receives to live on, he can be seen struggling
his way down the streets of Prince Albert, searching for bottles
and cans to recycle so that he can get by for another month.

At a time of increasing utilities, rent, fuel costs — all of which
they’ve discussed having something to do with and helping to
lower — something needs to be done now for low-income
people. Forcing Randy to wait until next year for a tax rebate
that’s already been eaten up threefold by increases is not the
answer. This government should be ashamed that low-income
citizens in Saskatchewan are living in poverty while they sit on
a $3 billion surplus.

Where is the help for these citizens, Mr. Speaker? Why are they
being left behind? Why are people like Randy being ignored by
this Premier and his misguided policies?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Meadow Lake.
Saskatchewan to Lead

Mr. Harrison: — Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be part of a
government for which the phrase, we were going to get to it,
just doesn’t cut it. This week our government announced
historic tax cuts, committed a further 1 billion to debt reduction,
and committed to continuing to invest in an infrastructure
system that will ensure Saskatchewan continues to lead the
global economy.

The reaction by members of the opposition to our historic
initiatives? We were going to get to it, they said. When, Mr.
Speaker? They had 16 years and they never got to it.

For the first time in years, Saskatchewan people are optimistic
about our future. We lead the country in retail sales. For the
first time ever, land sales from oil and gas rights have passed
the billion dollar mark. RBC [Royal Bank of Canada] says
Saskatchewan will lead the country in economic growth for the
next several years. As a matter of fact, Saskatchewan will be the
calm in the economic storm, in part due to our prudent decision
to set aside a $2 billion insurance policy securing the future for
our people.
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Mr. Speaker, for the NDP [New Democratic Party], it’s always
all about them. They were going to get to it. Well for us it’s
always about the people of Saskatchewan. We get that even if
the NDP still does not.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
QUESTION PERIOD

The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition.

Support for Saskatchewan People

Mr. Calvert: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the
Premier says that his MLAs have been out and about across the
province listening to Saskatchewan people. Opposition MLAS
have been out and about as well, Mr. Speaker — not only in our
own constituencies but in many of the constituencies held by
government members. And it seems, Mr. Speaker, that we’ve
been hearing some different things.

So my question — in fact, Mr. Speaker, all of my questions
today — will be to the Premier. My question to the Premier: is
he aware of the immediate needs facing Saskatchewan families
this fall and this coming winter, and can he tell this House what
he thinks those immediate needs are?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Mr. Speaker, more than anything else |
think the people of the province of Saskatchewan desire, need,
they want their government to reflect their values. They want
their government to reflect the confidence that they have in this
province’s future. They want their government to be talking
about Saskatchewan as a permanent member of the club of have
provinces. They want their government to share what has been
some time of prosperity in a long-term, sustainable, and
permanent way. They want their government to reduce debt that
will benefit future generations. They want their government to
invest in infrastructure that has been long-neglected by previous
governments. They want their government to make sure they’re
looking after those who are most vulnerable among us,
including those who have disabilities — intellectual and
physical, Mr. Speaker.

The people of the province of Saskatchewan will not have to
wait. That action is under way today. And later this day, there
will be more good news for those in Saskatchewan who need
the help of a government that does reflect their values and
understand their priorities, Mr. Speaker,

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Well, Mr. Speaker, let me share with the
House and with the Premier one immediate need that we heard
repeated over and over again across the province from low- and
middle-income families, from communities, Mr. Speaker, from
small-business people. An immediate need. The people of

Saskatchewan know that their natural gas rates are going up 20
per cent. They also have been told that they can expect their
electrical rates to go up a similar amount.

Mr. Speaker, again my question to the Premier: what does the
Premier intend to do to help these families and these
communities and these small businesses to get through this
winter with these high energy costs?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well
members of this House will know, certainly that member will
know, that this government took immediate action in the wake
of a report from the housing task force that the government
implemented in the spring, and it moved to increase the
employment supplement at historic levels. That’s providing
immediate relief to those who need some help with those costs.
It moved to increase the shelter allowances for Saskatchewan
people. That is immediate help that was under way earlier this
year, Mr. Speaker. It moved to provide immediate money today
— the largest one-time increase for community-based
organizations in the province of Saskatchewan who are helping
those people.

Mr. Speaker, I think what is refreshing, what we’ve heard in the
last couple of days for the province, is that the people of
Saskatchewan will not have to, as they did in the past, wait for a
government to wait till the election year, the fourth year, to do
the right thing. They have a government today that is acting in
its first 10 months, and that kind of action is going to continue,
Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, when the Sask Party was in
opposition they demanded and they promised rebates in the
event of rising energy costs. They consistently called the utility
rate increases quote “tax grabs.” And they argued, Mr. Speaker,
this Sask Party argued in opposition that any government that’s
getting rich on energy resources ought to share that wealth with
the people, Mr. Speaker.

So to the Premier, my question is this: why was it that an
energy rebate was a good idea when the Sask Party was in
opposition, but is a bad idea today? And why, Mr. Speaker,
doesn’t this Premier simply reduce the dividends that his
government is taking from the Crown corporations and provide
real, real and immediate relief for Saskatchewan people?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Well, Mr. Speaker, that member will know
that our government’s going to continue to direct our Crowns to
operate in a businesslike fashion to provide the best possible
service at the lowest possible cost, and we will be there. We are
there today for people who are facing those high energy costs.
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I direct the hon. member’s attention for example, Mr. Speaker,
to some immediate relief. We’ve already talked about the
employment supplement. For families making $25,000, relief
has already been on the way to the tune of $1,440; for families
at the $35,000 level — $1,210.

And when you combine the initiatives we announced earlier this
week, the historic tax cut brought down by our government, Mr.
Speaker, those two families, the family making $25,000,
certainly a lower income family, will save a combined savings
of all the initiatives — $1,783. Much of that relief on the way
now. And for a family making 35,000 — $2,348. Sharing the
prosperity of the province, Mr. Speaker, and taking immediate
action to help people with rising energy costs.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Christmas is on the way, Valentine’s Day in
on the way, and a tax cut is on the way. We’re asking about
today, Mr. Speaker. We’re asking about the immediate need,
Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
[10:30]

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, our Crown corporations, our
Crown utilities provide a significant tool to provide
affordability for Saskatchewan families and communities. In
fact no other province in the nation has such a powerful tool.
But yesterday in the Throne Speech the Premier relaunched the
old Sask Party attack on the Crowns.

My question to the Premier this morning is this: why have you
relaunched that attack? Is this government trying to justify now
a plan to sell off the assets of the people of Saskatchewan?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Mr. Speaker, | think one of the reasons why
the hon. member is sitting over there — and now we welcome
the former member for Regina South who might be inquiring
about his job that’s opening up — but one of the reasons he’s
sitting over there, Mr. Speaker, is | think his party failed to
learn the lesson of the last election.

That question is evidence of the fact that they didn’t learn a
lesson from the last election, which is this, Mr. Speaker: that
when you’ve got no substantive policy to offer, when you lack a
vision worthy of this new Saskatchewan, you try to scare
people. Mr. Speaker, it didn’t work then; it’s not going to work
today. The answer to the hon. member’s question is no, Mr.
Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Here we are a day after the Throne Speech,

and the Premier is saying that families will just have to get
through this winter as best they can, that communities are just
going to have to meet the energy costs of their rinks and their
community centres and their churches just as best as they can.
Small-business people, farming people are just going to have to
accept these energy increases as a cost of doing business, and
everybody should just be patient and wait for a tax cut in the
spring that’s supposed to provide relief for all of this. Well, Mr.
Speaker, that’s just not good enough. That’s not good enough
for a government that has a surplus of $3 billion.

Mr. Speaker, another immediate need that we heard, talking to
the people of Saskatchewan, is in the availability of housing —
in our cities, in our towns, on First Nations right across this
province, in Meétis communities across the North — the
availability of housing.

My question this morning to the Premier: does he understand
the immediacy of this need? And number two, why, why
therefore would he have cut $6 million from the budget of Sask
Housing in his budget just months ago?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — I recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Well actually, Mr. Speaker, actually | think
there’s about $8 million committed to that member’s
constituency alone, just that member’s riding, in terms of
housing development.

I would also say to that hon. member that he ought to listen to
some of the answers. He ought to listen to the fact that an
employment supplement, that historic increase in the
employment supplement for those who need it most to help
with the high cost of housing, has been a part of the action to
date. It’s already been increased, Mr. Speaker. It’s already part
of the government’s plan.

You know what, Mr. Speaker? It’s an interesting series of
questions about the number of months people may have to wait
for the actual larger refund, even though these tax increases are
retroactive to January 1, *08.

That party had 16 years to develop the right vision that’s worthy
of the province’s history. It certainly had the last three or four
years of a very robust financial statement to invest in people, to
provide sustainable tax relief, to reduce the debt of the province,
to fix the infrastructure deficit. They didn’t do it. In 10 months
we’re getting it done, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, we have an immediate need, an
immediate and pressing need in the province of Saskatchewan
for new housing availability opportunities. So . . .

The Speaker: — Leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, so what do we have in the
Throne Speech? Well we have a commitment we’re going to
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reorganize Sask Housing. And then we’re going to add more ~ Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

money to Sask Housing even though we just pulled $6 million

out of Sask Housing. The need is immediate. The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

This government has been in power now almost one year. Can  Hon. Mr. Wall: — Well, Mr. Speaker, we inherited an

the Premier document in this House this morning the housing
projects — whether it be in student housing or whether it be in
senior housing or low-income housing or First Nation or Métis
housing — can the Premier document the projects that have
been initiated by his government, not projects initiated by the
former New Democratic Party government, not projects
initiated by the federal government? Can he document this
morning for this House the projects that he has initiated in this
one year of office?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Mr. Speaker, yesterday there was a
document tabled in this Legislative Assembly that does
document this government’s preparedness, our readiness to act
on the top priorities of Saskatchewan people — priorities that
had been ignored by that government when they had the
financial means, not very long ago when they sat on this side of
the House. But they refused to act at all, Mr. Speaker. For 16
years, they formed the government and failed to address
priorities.

The document we tabled yesterday, for example, Mr. Speaker,
talked about a waiting list of 400 women and men in our
province with intellectual and physical disabilities who are
waiting for programs, who are waiting for group home spaces
— 400 people on that waiting list that that government when
they were here ignored. It spoke, Mr. Speaker, that Throne
Speech did, about the need to increase the seniors assistance
benefit that hasn’t been increased since 1992.

Mr. Speaker, we’re not prepared to wait any longer. This
government’s going to take action on housing, on help for the
vulnerable, and on securing the economic future of this
fast-growing economy, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Leader of Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, let me repeat, the need for
housing availability is immediate. We’ve had a government
now that has lost a year in tackling this challenge. And in the
meantime rents have absolutely skyrocketed, families are being
thrown out of apartments by these condominium conversions,
and now all this government says is we’re going to reorganize
and we’re going to add some more money — again | repeat,
after pulling $6 million out of the housing authority.

Another immediate need related to housing, Mr. Speaker, that
our MLAs heard is the pressing need in our province today for
long-term care availability, particularly for seniors. Again my
question to the Premier: why is there absolutely no mention in
the Throne Speech about long-term care?

infrastructure deficit from the members opposite. We inherited
a waiting list for those who have physical and intellectual
disabilities, who want services and a place to live
independently, from those members opposite. We inherited a
situation where for 16 years, for 16 years there was never an
increase to the seniors’ assistance benefit.

We also inherited a situation from those members opposite
where there was no plan to deal with long-term care in the
province of Saskatchewan. We’re going to have to deal with
that as well. The Minister of Health has already announced that
that plan is forthcoming.

What that plan will not include, Mr. Speaker, you can have
blessed assurance of this, it won’t include historic increases to
seniors in those long-term care facilities like that member tried
to impose when he sat over here, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — I recognize the leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Let’s move on to another immediate concern
that we heard from families and people right across this
province — again from small-business people, farmers, and so
on. A few weeks ago, Mr. Speaker — you’ll remember this —
the price of a litre of fuel at the pumps had exceeded $1.40 a
litre. Now given the volatility of the price of oil and given the
refining capacities available to us on this continent, who knows
what the price of a litre of gas is going to be by the end of this
session, by Christmas. Maybe it’ll be $1 a litre; maybe it’ll be
$1.50 a litre — who knows?

But | do know this. When the Sask Party were in opposition
they used to say, when the price skyrockets — and | think by
that they meant anything over $1 a litre — when the price of
fuel at the pumps skyrockets and you have a government that’s
getting rich on oil revenues, that government should step up and
help the consumers. That’s what they said in opposition.

Well now, Mr. Speaker, what do they say? Well they say, no,
there’s nothing a government can do and there’s nothing a
government should do about the price of fuel at the pumps. So
my question to the Premier this morning is this: was he wrong
then or is he wrong now?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Well, Mr. Speaker, I’'m a little bit shocked,
Mr. Speaker. Just a couple of days ago that hon. member was
saying what a happy day it was in the province of Saskatchewan
when we announced historic tax relief, and now he seems a
little unhappy. But | want to speculate a little bit as to why he
was happy a couple of days ago.
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I think he was happy because he was looking at a government,
notwithstanding the fact that it wasn’t his government, but he
was looking at a government that was prepared to share in
dramatic ways the historic wealth of the province of
Saskatchewan — prepared to go beyond perhaps a gimmicky
program that we’ve actually indicated would be in the best
interests of the province and move towards permanent tax relief
that will benefit in a concentrated way low-income people, Mr.
Speaker, and middle-income people that will drop 80,000
people from provincial tax roles altogether. That’s why he was
happy two days ago. | suggest to you, Mr. Speaker, he should
still be happy today.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — 1 recognize the Leader of Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Another issue that our MLAs heard as we
talked to the people in our province during the course of this
past summer and this early fall, another immediate issue of
affordability. We heard loud and clear from students, from
students’ parents and their families; we heard it from educators,
particularly those in post-secondary education.

I read yesterday’s Throne Speech. We heard it delivered in this
House. No mention, Mr. Speaker, in that Throne Speech about
the cost of education, the cost of tuition, the cost of books, the
cost of student housing. Now graduate tax credits are a good
program, a good idea. | think we came up with it.

But what about, Mr. Speaker, what about the tuition that allows
a student to get into school? What about the costs facing
students and their families as they try and get that education that
they might earn a graduate tax credit? What, Mr. Speaker, my
question again to the Premier, what does the Premier intend to
do immediately to help students finance their education?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Mr. Speaker, did | just hear the hon.
member for Riversdale, the Leader of the Opposition, take
credit for coming up with our graduate recruitment plan? I think
I just heard that. I don’t know what he’s going to say next.

I know Al Gore has already taken credit for inventing the
Internet, but his party seems to now be wanting to take
authorship over absolutely everything this government has
done. And I don’t blame them because, you know, | know we
haven’t had an obviously a perfect record in ten months. We’ve
made some mistakes, but it’s a pretty good record and there’s
some pretty innovative initiatives.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Mr. Wall: — And | think that’s why he wants to take
some credit, Mr. Speaker, and | guess fair enough.

What we said in the Throne Speech yesterday is what we intend
to do this session. We’re going to take something good — that’s
the graduate retention program, where students can earn almost

their entire tuition back if they stay in the province — we’re
going to take a good program, we’re going to make it even
better. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of Her Majesty’s
Loyal Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, it becomes more and more
obvious this morning, when the Premier does not want to
address a question, he wants to divert the issue. On the question
of a graduate tax and graduate retention programs, Mr. Speaker,
you know, the people of Saskatchewan know a very, very
viable and very progressive program was well in place before
this government came anywhere close to government. And what
did they do? In fact they reduced the benefits. They’ve reduced
the benefits. They won’t extend the benefits to students who are
graduating outside of the province, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, this Premier does not want to talk about,
obviously he doesn’t want to talk about his flip-flop in terms of
helping consumers at the pumps. And he certainly doesn’t want
to talk about this gap, this huge gap in his Throne Speech,
which does not address the immediate, the immediate needs of
students and their families in this province to get into
post-secondary education.

Mr. Speaker, let me move on because questions of affordability
are very directly related, very directly related to questions of
income. Mr. Speaker, in this province we have a hog industry
that’s in trouble. We have a cattle industry that is in some
trouble. Fertilizer costs, fuel costs for our producers have
skyrocketed. Beyond the generalizations that we heard in that
Throne Speech yesterday which the Minister of Agriculture
seemed unavailable to explain after the Throne Speech precisely
— to the Premier: precisely what are this government’s plans to
provide and deal with the immediate needs of our food
producing families in this province?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — I recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — You know, Mr. Speaker, once again this
government did not wait when it came to the crisis facing the
cattle industry. I think it was maybe a week and a half after we
were sworn in, the Minister of Agriculture had before the
cabinet of the province of Saskatchewan a $90 million loan
program to help the industry, to help the hog industry, the cattle
industry. | believe . .. [inaudible interjection] ... Which they
asked for, which they asked for, I’d point out to the very helpful
hon. member for Nutana.

Mr. Speaker, you will know this: that the industry requested
that, they received it. Since then we have committed to funding
upfront the federal-provincial farm program, something that we
could never get from members opposite.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Mr. Wall: — We have committed, Mr. Speaker, and
we’re already acting on a review of crop insurance to improve
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the program. Their record was higher premiums, lower
coverage. We think that should perhaps turn around. We’ve
finally given the farmers, to deal with the gopher scourge that
we have in southwest Saskatchewan, we’ve given them the
tools we need. There’s the southwest infrastructure drought
initiative the government has introduced. There’s bringing the
AgriStability program back to Saskatchewan, where it can be
more sensitive to our needs. As with every other case, Mr.
Speaker, every other question that’s been asked, this
government’s acting, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
[10:45]
The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, this week some of us heard a
small business person from northern Saskatchewan, a business
that’s related to the forestry, explaining that his former work
force of 42 people has been reduced to 10 people.

Mr. Speaker, we have a mill in Prince Albert that sits idle. We
have the communities of Big River, Carrot River, Hudson Bay
very uncertain about the future of the forest industry in their
communities. The short-line railroad at Meadow Lake is in
some trouble.

The need in the forestry sector of our economy is immediate,
immediate and pressing, Mr. Speaker. So how can it be, my
question again to the Premier: how can it be that he delivers a
Throne Speech in this legislature that does not even mention the
word forestry?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — Mr. Speaker, while it is true that our
province is forecast now, | think by all the major chartered
banks, to lead the country in economic growth and to be able to
weather the current economic turmoil that we see, the storm
around the world, there are sectors that are now and have been
for some time under stress. The cattle industry is certainly one
of those, Mr. Speaker, and the forestry sector to be sure is under
a lot of stress as well.

Mr. Speaker, this government is committed to find the answers,
sustainable answers around the issue of the mill closure in P.A.
[Prince Albert]. And we haven’t heard the last on that one, Mr.
Speaker.

In the meantime, we’re also working with communities through
the community development trust funds that we have so that
they can diversify away from a reliance on the forestry industry.
That’s about $33 million that’ll be invested. We’re not waiting,
Mr. Speaker; this government is taking action.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Calvert: — Mr. Speaker, the Premier’s very, very anxious

to talk about how next year country has arrived in
Saskatchewan. Well | tell you what, next year country has not
arrived for many of our families and many of our communities
and their needs are needs this year — this year needs that
should be addressed by a government that has a surplus of $3
billion. Saskatchewan families don’t just want to hear what
their Premier intends to do next year. They want to know what
their government is prepared to do to meet their immediate
needs.

And so on behalf of all of those people of Saskatchewan, all of
the people that we talked to this past summer, my question is
this: what will this government do to meet the immediate needs
of students, of low-income families, of workers in the forest
sector, of producers on the land? What will this government do
immediately to provide energy cost relief to our families and
our communities and small businesses? What will this
government do to deal immediately with the needs of
availability of housing and long-term care?

Mr. Speaker, | invite the Premier to speak specifically what he
intends to accomplish before this session rises in a matter of six
weeks?

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — I recognize the Premier.

Hon. Mr. Wall: — I'll tell the hon. member exactly what this
government intends to do, Mr. Speaker. We intend to make into
law the changes we announced on Monday — historic and
immediate relief for Saskatchewan people, the likes of which
this province has never seen for low- and middle-income
people. The biggest tax cut in the history of the province, will
they vote against it or in favour of it?

We will, Mr. Speaker — in terms of concrete action we were on
track already to do it — we’ll pay down the debt by 40 per cent
in our first full year as the government, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Mr. Wall: — We’re going to invest $1.5 billion — three
times what they invested just a few short years ago — in the
infrastructure of our province to sustain growth. We’ll keep on
the side about a $2 billion insurance policy that we will weather
the storm. We will continue to act in the interests of those with
disabilities; we’ll announce something today, Mr. Speaker.
We’ll continue to move to increase the seniors’ benefit in this
province. That will also come this fall.

And T expect that we’ll continue to get positive reviews from
business and from unions. And from today, from the editorials
that say, “Wall is making,” and I’m quoting, “. . . Wall [through
the Throne Speech] is making the province a stronger, more
confident place.”

There’s more work to be done, Mr. Speaker, but we’re proud of
where we’ve come in 10 months. And we’re prepared to get the

work done in the future, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

The Speaker: — Order. Order. | recognize the minister . ..
Would the members please come to order. | recognize the
Minister Responsible for Social Services.

New Initiatives for People with Disabilities

Hon. Ms. Harpauer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
I am pleased to rise today to inform the House about two very
important initiatives in support of people with disabilities in our
province.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Ms. Harpauer: — Today our government is pleased to
announce a $76.9 million investment in a four-year program to
eliminate the wait-list for services currently faced by people
with disabilities.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Ms. Harpauer: — Mr. Speaker, in 1990 there was no
wait-list for services in our province. Since that time, a wait-list
has emerged. Over the past five years, both the length of the
wait and the number of people on the list has grown
significantly, until today when there is a wait-list which totals
440 individuals.

This program will see our operating budget increase by $38.2
million over the next four years to address the current wait-list.
This increase will support the addition of 365 residential living
spaces and 214 day program spaces. These day programs are
becoming increasingly effective in supporting people with
physical and intellectual disabilities to lead positive and
productive lives.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, our government is investing over
$2.5 million to increase supports and services provided through
the approved private care homes to ensure that this important
segment of care for people with disabilities is appropriately
funded.

The third element of this initiative is an additional $7.7 million
to enhance and standardize the day programs currently being
provided across the province. To ensure that we have adequate
homes and facilities to support this important initiative, we are
also committing $27.8 million in one-time capital funding.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Ms. Harpauer: — The second major initiative we are
pleased to announce today is that we are beginning the work
immediately to implement a new stand-alone income support
program for people with disabilities.

For years, Mr. Speaker, people with disabilities across
Saskatchewan have been asking for a stand-alone income
support program, one that affords dignified, equitable support.
Until today, Mr. Speaker, that has fallen on deaf ears. Included
in this program will be enhanced opportunities for individuals
to earn income and fulfill their full potential.

Mr. Speaker, this is a week of historic announcements and this
announcement also represents the largest investment ever made
in support of disability programming here in Saskatchewan.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Hon. Ms. Harpauer: — Our government is committed to a
better life for people with disabilities and supports their
inclusion and participation in their families, their communities,
and our great province. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Saskatoon
Centre.

Mr. Forbes: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s indeed a pleasure
to rise and speak in response to the ministerial statement. And |
do want to thank the minister for providing me the copy of the
remarks prior to the House sitting today, and it’s very kind and I
want to thank her for that.

Of course this is a hopeful day and many of the points she
makes are worthwhile, and it is a hopeful day for those living
with disabilities in this province. In fact, Mr. Speaker, with a $3
billion surplus it’s not only the right thing; it’s the only thing
she could have done. This is very important that they see the
priorities.

I also want to say, Mr. Speaker, that | was struck by . . .

The Speaker: — Order. The member from Saskatoon Centre
deserves the same opportunity to be heard as they respond to
the ministerial statement. Member from Saskatoon Centre.

Mr. Forbes: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In fact | was struck
by some of the comments that the minister said. That in fact
where she said, and I quote, “Until today, Mr. Speaker, that
[request] has fallen on deaf ears.”

And I appreciate that because we saw last year’s Throne Speech
where not a word was mentioned about disabilities. And so
she’s come a long way after kind of a rocky start with the
disabilities community to do this kind of work. So this is very,
very important.

Of course, Mr. Speaker, the devil is in the details. She talks
about a program, a four-year program. Will we see this in the
year after the next election? The devil’s in the detail, and I'm
very anxious to hear about this.

And of course there’s other areas too that people who are living
with disabilities see. In fact we heard the member from Regina
Walsh Acres speak this morning about challenges around
paratransit. We see that and we hear that in our communities
right across Saskatchewan. This is something that this
government could act on today. | was surprised not to hear
anything about paratransit.

Of course we talked about housing, affordable housing, and we
know, for those living with disabilities modifications, home
renovations so that the housing can meet their needs is an
important issue. So | hope that becomes a part of her agenda as



October 23, 2008

Saskatchewan Hansard

1347

well.

And, Mr. Speaker, also access to services, whether it be legal
issues or basic safety issues that many of us take for granted.
Many people living with disabilities face issues of abuse and
that type of thing, and they’re asking for that as well.

Well, Mr. Speaker, as | said, the design of these programs are
very, very important. The first one around the wait-list is huge.
| hope it happens more quickly than waiting to the fourth year
to see what happens.

The income program is very, very important. And | know that
many of those who are advocates within the disabilities
community want to be full partners in the design of that
program. They don’t want it just to be given to them. And I ask
the minister to make sure that they are full partners in that
design.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I’ll take my place. And I do want to
say this is good news, a hopeful day for those with disabilities,
and we look forward to more details. Thank you.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!
The Speaker: — | recognize the Government House Leader.
MOTIONS
Sitting Days of the Legislative Assembly

Hon. Mr. Gantefoer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before
orders of the day, the Opposition House Leader and myself
have some housekeeping motions to introduce by leave of the
Assembly. First, by leave of the Assembly:

That notwithstanding rule 6(1) of the Rules and
Procedures of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan,
when this Assembly adjourns on Thursday, November 6,
2008, it shall stand adjourned until Wednesday, November
12,2008, at 1:30 p.m.; and further,

That notwithstanding rule 3(3), the final day of the fall
period of the parliamentary calendar shall remain
Thursday, December 4, 2008.

The Speaker: — The minister has moved a motion by leave. Is
leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Agreed. Moved by the Government House
Leader, the member from Melfort, that by leave of the
Assembly:

That notwithstanding rule 6(1) of the Rules and
Procedures of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan,
when this Assembly adjourns on Thursday, November 6,
2008, it shall stand adjourned until Wednesday, November
12,2008, at 1:30 p.m.; and further,

That notwithstanding rule 3(3), the final day of the fall
period of the parliamentary calendar shall remain

Thursday, December 4, 2008.
Is the Assembly ready for the question?
Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Agreed. Carried. | recognize the Opposition
House Leader.

Leave of Absence for Members
Mr. Taylor: — Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | also have
a motion to present by leave of the Assembly. Mr. Speaker, that
motion would read:

That leave of absence be granted to the member for

Saskatoon Eastview for Thursday, October 23 to
Thursday, October 30 inclusive, to attend the
Commonwealth  Women Parliamentarians  Outreach

Program in Nova Scotia on behalf of the Assembly.

The Speaker: — Order. The member from The Battlefords, the
Opposition House Leader, has asked for leave. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
[11:00]

The Speaker: — Agreed. The member from The Battlefords
moves, by leave of the Assembly:

That the leave of the Assembly be granted to the member
for Saskatoon Eastview for Thursday, October 23 to
Thursday, October 30 inclusive, to attend the
Commonwealth  Women Parliamentarians  Outreach
Program in Nova Scotia on behalf of this Assembly.

Is the Assembly ready for the question?
Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Question. Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to
adopt the motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Agreed. Carried. | recognize the Government
House Leader.

Hon. Mr. Gantefoer: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And finally
by leave of the Assembly:

That leave of absence be granted to the member for
Regina Qu’Appelle Valley for Thursday, October 23 to
Thursday, October 30 inclusive, to attend the
Commonwealth  Women Parliamentarians  Outreach
Program in Nova Scotia on behalf of this Assembly.
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The Speaker: — The Government House Leader has asked for
leave. Is leave granted?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.

The Speaker: — Agreed. The Government House Leader has
moved by leave of the Assembly:

That leave of absence be granted to the member for
Regina Qu’Appelle Valley for Thursday, October 23 to
Thursday, October 30 inclusive, to attend the
Commonwealth  Women Parliamentarians  Outreach
Program in Nova Scotia on behalf of this Assembly.

Is the Assembly ready for the question?
Some Hon. Members: — Question.

The Speaker: — Is it the pleasure of the Assembly to adopt the
motion?

Some Hon. Members: — Agreed.
The Speaker: — Agreed. Carried.
ORDERS OF THE DAY
SPECIAL ORDER
ADDRESS IN REPLY

The Speaker: — | recognize the member from Weyburn-Big
Muddy.

Mr. Duncan: — Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr.
Speaker, it’s a pleasure, a privilege, and an honour for me to be
able to move the motion replying to the Throne Speech, and |
want to thank the Premier for giving me this honour. And
before | begin, | also want to welcome the new member for
Cumberland to the House. I know what it’s like to arrive in this
Assembly through a by-election and so | want to wish him all
the best in the future.

Some Hon. Members: — Hear, hear!

Mr. Duncan: — Mr. Speaker, | also want to take a moment to
thank and pay tribute to the incredibly talented young people
from Weyburn Comprehensive STARS [Singers Taking And
Raising Spirits] choir, who performed for us in this Chamber
and in the rotunda yesterday. The members of STARS choir
under the direction of Colleen Weimer bring a great deal of
pride to the people of Weyburn as they not only showcase their
talents, whether it be during the opening of Telemiracle this
past year or Weyburn’s annual United Way Communithon
which is coming up this weekend or the vast number of
performances that they give all across Western Canada and this
province, Mr. Speaker. I can’t tell you how proud I was
yesterday of the STARS choir.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that they not only did an excellent job,
but were in many ways the perfect choice for our musical
entertainment for several reasons. First, they come from
Weyburn. Need | say more?

Actually, Mr. Speaker, | think that the growth and optimism
that we’re seeing in places like Weyburn and area epitomizes
what my colleagues and | are seeing across our constituents and
across this great province. Mr. Speaker, right now the province
of Saskatchewan ranks first in close to a dozen economic
categories. And when was the last time that our province could
boast of that?

Second, Mr. Speaker, their youthful exuberance, enthusiasm,
and talent | believe represents another important measure, that
being the fact that after far, far too long our young people are
not only coming back to Saskatchewan — bringing with them
their talents, their skills, their volunteer time, and their families
— but they are finding more and more reason to stay in the first
place, Mr. Speaker.

And I was a little hesitant, not too much but a little bit, to be the
first speaker because in the past, in the few times I’ve had a
chance to respond to budget speeches and Throne Speeches, |
like to pick up what opposition members have been saying. And
so I wouldn’t have had this opportunity. But with question
period | do, Mr. Speaker.

And it’s interesting that housing prices and the housing markets
are concerns not only in my constituency but other places. But
that’s an issue, Mr. Speaker, that that former government never
had to face because when they were government, people were
leaving this province, Mr. Speaker. There was no pressure on
housing prices. So that’s a challenge for this government, for
one, that we will meet with very good results, | am confident,
Mr. Speaker.

And, Mr. Speaker, just finally on the choir. The third reason
why 1 believe that the comprehensive STARS choir was the
perfect choice is the name itself, STARS. S-T-A-R-S stands for
Singers Taking And Raising Spirits. And, Mr. Speaker, |
believe this is exactly what this Throne Speech is doing for the
people of Saskatchewan, particularly after hearing over the last
couple of days the number of phones calls and emails coming
into my office, Mr. Speaker. The response, the positive
response, from this Throne Speech has been just quite
overwhelming, Mr. Speaker. | think I could go as far as to say
that roughly 1.015 million people are very positive on this
Throne Speech, give or take maybe 20 people in this province,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, as members of this Chamber will know, and as the
people of Saskatchewan will come to know even more in the
days and weeks to come, this Throne Speech is entitled, “A
Stronger Saskatchewan. A Better Life.” And I believe that this
is exactly what this Throne Speech will accomplish. I will be, as
I said, moving the motion in reply, and I’ll be doing that at the
end of my speech, Mr. Speaker.

This Throne Speech, and the plans outlined in it and by the
Premier, will truly make for a stronger Saskatchewan. At a time
of unprecedented revenue flowing into provincial coffers, our
government is decreasing the provincial debt by an astounding
40 per cent from nearly $7 billion to 4.2 — the lowest level
since 1988.

And, Mr. Speaker, this is particularly important when you look
at what’s happening not only around our country, in North
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America, but around the world. You look at the turmoil in the
markets; you look at what even other provinces in this
Confederation are having to do. I look at the business section of
today’s Leader-Post, and Ontario’s announced that they’re
going to have to run a $500 million deficit this year. Other
provinces are going into deficit, and we are cutting our debt,
Mr. Speaker. And that’s very significant.

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech also outlines this government’s
ongoing commitment to debt reduction with the goal of
ultimately being a debt-free province. And, Mr. Speaker, | think
it’s safe to say — not only for members of this government,
members on this side, but the members on the other side of this
House — that we are all elected with the belief that we want to
leave things better for future generations, Mr. Speaker.

I remember when | was first nominated to run as a
Saskatchewan Party member. And I’m not sure where I heard
this phrase, but something that always stuck with me, and | used
in my first speech that nomination night, and it was this
responsibility that I think we all feel — to put more back into
this society than what we’ll take out, Mr. Speaker. And I
believe that this goal and this work that we are doing towards
becoming a debt-free province certainly meets this standard.

And I’'m sure members on the opposite side feel the same.
Regardless of which side of this House we sit on, if we can
achieve this as a government, as the province of Saskatchewan,
then we’ll all be better off and future generations will be also.

Mr. Speaker, our government is working to make Saskatchewan
stronger by ensuring that, should the economic turmoil have a
larger effect on our economy, that the Growth and Financial
Security Fund has a cash balance of $1.9 billion. And I think
that’s very prudent.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there’s been a little bit of talk of, mainly
from members on the other side of the House, that perhaps we
could have done more on things like income tax cuts and debt
reduction and had we spent more of this, basically the insurance
policy for the province, Mr. Speaker ... But I think it’s
important, especially in the current economics that are going on
not only in Canada but in the world economy, it’s very crucial
that we be prudent in this matter and retain nearly $2 billion in a
reserve, in cash reserves.

And, Mr. Speaker, that’s not only ... Maybe as another
example of how important cash reserves are, Mr. Speaker, in
today’s Globe and Mail there’s been talk over the last couple of
weeks that General Motors is looking at buying Chrysler, which
would be a huge change in the Big Three, obviously, the Big
Three automakers in North America, but the entire car industry.
And there’s probably reasons for it. They can be more efficient.
Maybe there’s some Chrysler brands that GM [General Motors]
would like to own. But the number one reason cited by people
that know about the dealings inside and by analysts outside, the
number one reason why GM is looking at buying Chrysler is
that it would give them access to Chrysler’s $11.7 billion cash
reserves — not only that, but billions in federal loan guarantees
from the American government, Mr. Speaker.

So even companies as large as General Motors realize that it’s
important to have cash reserves at this point in the world’s

economy. So | think it’s very prudent for this government to set
aside $1.9 billion.

Now, Mr. Speaker, | think another important aspect of this
government’s plan to make Saskatchewan stronger is the 50 per
cent increase in this upcoming budget on infrastructure
spending, up to $1.5 billion. And, Mr. Speaker, | think this is
important for a number of reasons, Mr. Speaker. We have a
pretty big infrastructure deficit in this province left over by the
previous government.

When you look at schools, and | know Weyburn
Comprehensive in Weyburn for one example, the Weyburn
Hospital is another, that is a really pressing concern in Weyburn
and area. We’re a growing community and we have a quite old
hospital facility and so I’'m sure the Minister of Health will be
listening very closely to this, Mr. Speaker.

But you know, it’s not only in hospitals and schools. It’s
highways. You drive around places in parts of my constituency
and it’s quite evident that highways have had little if no, next to
none, next to zero — which is ... [inaudible interjection] . ..
No, basically none — maintenance or rebuilding over the last
number of years, Mr. Speaker. And that’s important as we look
at increasing, not only continuing on the good economics, the
good boom that we have in this province, but allowing
communities to more further take part in the economic
prosperity of this province.

Just as an example of what 1.5 billion means for this province.
A couple of days ago, a few of my colleagues and | had the
pleasure of being in Belfield, North Dakota for a trade corridor
meeting, Mr. Speaker. And it was actually the day that the
Premier made this historic announcement for the province. And
I think that was probably the only bad part of being in North
Dakota is that we weren’t in the province for it, but we were
checking our BlackBerries to see how the announcement went
and making phone calls back home.

And later that night I had the privilege of being the keynote
speaker. And so the Premier had already made the
announcement, so | added that into my speech. And there were
people from North Dakota and South Dakota and all the way
down to, | think, there was people from Texas and Colorado
and Washington, DC [District of Columbia]. And when | was
able to share the news, not only of the debt reduction but the tax
decreasing and this $1.5 billion, there was justa . . . | think my
colleagues agree with me that there was just a buzz around that
room of what Saskatchewan is doing and the things that are
going on right now. And certainly people are certainly paying
attention and want us to be involved in, you know, the broader
regional markets, Mr. Speaker.

Those are some of the areas, the ones that | will highlight that
will make Saskatchewan stronger. They’re particularly
important to me, not only reducing taxes but the infrastructure
— how they affect, you know, our constituents and our
communities. But particularly for me the debt reduction, Mr.
Speaker. And that’s something that I’'m very, very pleased that
our government can do, something that | will be able to share
with my constituents and people like my grandfather who’s
been very important in my life and has been a debt haw