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The Assembly met at 10:00. 
 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER 
 
Clerk: — I wish to inform the Assembly that I have received a 
communication from the private secretary to Her Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor stating that Her Honour will open the first 
session of the twenty-fifth legislature at 10 a.m. today, the 18th 
day of March 2004. 
 
Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor entered the Chamber at 
10:01. 
 
Hon. Ms. Beatty: — I am commanded by Her Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor to inform you that she does not see fit to 
declare the causes of the summoning of the present legislature 
until later today when the Legislative Assembly shall have 
elected a Speaker according to law. 
 
Her Honour retired from the Chamber at 10:03. 
 
Clerk: — Members of the Legislative Assembly, pursuant to 
the rules of the legislature, it is my duty to call upon you to 
elect a member to preside over your deliberations as your 
Speaker. 
 
Pursuant to the procedure specified under rule 29(1), the 
following members have declared their intention to stand as 
candidates for election to the office of Speaker — in 
alphabetical order, Ms. Doreen Hamilton, the hon. member for 
Regina Wascana Plains and Mr. Myron Kowalsky, the hon. 
member for Prince Albert Carlton. Thank you. 
 
In preparation for the vote, the Sergeant-at-Arms will now bring 
in the ballot box and the Pages will distribute the list of 
candidates to all members and post the list in the polling booth. 
The ballot box will then be inspected and the sealed ballots will 
be opened. The registration clerks will take their places at the 
tables. And then I will give you a notice and announcement as 
to when you can begin start to start the balloting. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, members, I will now ask those members 
who wish to cast their ballots to proceed to the registration table 
behind the bar on their respective sides of the House. There you 
will receive your ballot paper and then proceed to the polling 
booth by following this path. The assistant Clerks will ensure 
that there’s privacy at the voting booth. 
 
I want to also remind all members to please print the first and 
last name of your candidate on the ballot paper. 
 
Please proceed to cast your ballots. 
 
The members proceeded to cast ballots. 
 
Clerk: — Members, members of the Legislative Assembly . . . 
Thank you, hon. members. If there are any other members who 
have not voted and wish to do so, will they please vote now. 
 
All members having voted, the House will recess to the call of 
the bells while the Clerks at the Table count the ballots. The 
bells will ring for three minutes to recall members to the 

Chamber when the results of the first ballot are ready to be 
announced. Thank you. 
 
The Assembly recessed for a period of time. 
 
Clerk: — Members of the Legislative Assembly, it is my duty 
to inform you that you have elected as your Speaker, Mr. 
Myron Kowalsky, the hon. member for Prince Albert Carlton. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 
 
The Speaker: — Members of the Legislative Assembly, I wish 
to express my grateful thanks and humble acknowledgement of 
the high honour the Assembly has conferred upon me. 
 
While I leave the floor of this Assembly to take the Speaker’s 
Chair, I leave behind all political partisan biases in order that I 
may discharge with impartiality to all, and to the best of my 
ability, the various and important duties pertaining to the high 
office of Speaker. 
 
It will be my aim and duty to uphold the principles and 
traditions of the Assembly and to secure for each member the 
right to express his or her opinions within the limits necessary 
to preserve decorum; to recognize the rights and privileges of 
hon. members, the political groups, and the Assembly itself; to 
facilitate the transaction of the public business in an orderly 
manner; and above all, to seek to be fair and impartial in the 
decisions you entrust to me. 
 
As I take my place in the Speaker’s Chair, I feel somewhat 
humbled and at the same time privileged to be given this 
responsibility by my colleagues. I accept the job of Speaker 
gladly, even though I feigned reluctance to approach the Chair. 
 
Historically it is recorded that in Westminster several Speakers 
lost their lives because they were unable to carry out the decrees 
of their ruling monarch. Fortunately, democracy has evolved. 
The Speaker is responsible not to the Queen, nor to the Premier. 
The Speaker is responsible to the elected members of the 
Legislative Assembly. 
 
Today when the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition 
combine their powers of persuasion to help me to this Chair 
after a secret ballot — although I think they’ve both been 
working out — it signifies that we all accept the rule of the 
majority vote and that the Speaker’s job is to preside 
impartially. 
 
I thank both the Leader of the Opposition and the Premier for 
their tugging and pulling, and I also thank the member for 
Regina Wascana Plains for indicating interest in serving as 
Speaker and thus assuring that the Speaker’s Chair was filled 
through an electoral process. Thank you. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 
 
The Speaker: — I recognize the Premier. 
 
Hon. Mr. Calvert: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, it 
is my honour and pleasure to speak on behalf of the government 
members of this Assembly. We congratulate you on your 
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election to this important office as Speaker of the House and the 
legislature. And Mr. Speaker, I’m sure that I can assure you that 
all members here will accept your guidance and your rulings 
with good grace. 
 
Today the Speaker assumes the position of highest authority in 
the Legislative Assembly, and your position, Mr. Speaker, 
represents all the power and proceedings of this Assembly. 
And, Mr. Speaker, we are thankful for the wisdom, the 
impartiality, and the fairness your high office brings to our 
deliberations. And we know that you will set an example by 
which we may govern ourselves during your tenure in the 
Speaker’s Chair. 
 
I think it is fair to say, Mr. Speaker, you do not have an easy 
role to play. You are spokesperson for this Assembly and its 
relations with authorities outside the legislature. You preside 
over the sitting of the Assembly. You enforce the rules; you 
enforce the order and conduct of business — not an easy task 
some days, Mr. Speaker — and you are responsible for the daily 
administration of the Legislative Assembly. 
 
And you assume the responsibilities of Speaker of our 
legislature at a very historic moment in this legislature’s 
history. Combined with the very unique makeup of this House, 
we also begin the implementation of the democratic reform that 
will significantly change our procedures and see much greater 
citizen involvement in our legislature. We are confident that 
your own background in this House and your own character and 
personality, of which we all know, and your previous 
experience will give you the tools to meet the many challenges 
that your position will bring in the days ahead. And your 
respect for our traditions and for the rules of this House will 
guide us in making this legislature a model of functional 
democratic institution. 
 
Finally, Mr. Speaker, I know that you are supported in your 
work and in meeting the challenges your position entails with 
the resources and experience of your dedicated staff of this 
legislature — the Clerk, the Deputy Clerk, Clerk Assistant, the 
staff of the Speaker’s office, the Legislative Law Clerk, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, the staff of our Legislative Library, and the 
staff of Hansard — and of course, Mr. Speaker, on occasion 
you will I’m sure receive the advice of members of the House 
as well. 
 
Mr. Speaker, I speak I’m sure on behalf of all members, but 
certainly on behalf of members of government, in expressing 
our best wishes to you and our firm confidence that you will 
enjoy your tenure. 
 
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 
 
The Speaker: — I recognize the Leader of the Opposition. 
 
Mr. Wall: — Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s a pleasure on behalf 
of my colleagues in opposition to also congratulate you this day 
on your election to the Speaker’s Chair. In many ways, the 
Chair that you occupy is a symbol of all that is right about the 
parliamentary process that we have and we enjoy here in 
Canada and in Saskatchewan. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s true — I certainly agree with the Premier — 
that you’re assuming this role again at a very interesting time in 
the history of this legislature in terms of the changes that are 
coming for committees and procedures, and also because of the 
closeness of the legislature. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the results of the last election showed us in the 
Saskatchewan Party that we’ve got to get more New Democrats 
to vote for us. And it’s working already because I can tell you 
there were many NDP (New Democratic Party) MLAs 
(Member of the Legislative Assembly) that were asking 
Saskatchewan Party people to run for Speaker, wanted to 
support them, Mr. Speaker. 
 
And I just want to point something else out very quickly. On the 
weekend — if you’ll permit me; it’s a bit of a prop — but if 
you’ll permit me, on the weekend there was a front page picture 
in the National Post. It was a picture of officials in the South 
Korean legislature; they formed a human shield around the 
Speaker. They were protecting him, if you can imagine, from 
shoes that were being hurled at him by the members of that 
legislature. 
 
I want you to know, Mr. Speaker, that’s not going to happen 
here. We’ve talked to the Table Clerks and they’ve agreed to 
duck if we start throwing shoes. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 
 
Mr. Wall: — Mr. Speaker, as near as we can tell this is the first 
time since the Legislative Assembly began electing Speakers 
that a Speaker has been re-elected to an additional term. And 
certainly that should be an indication to you of the confidence 
that you have. 
 
We’d also like to thank the member for Regina Wascana for 
entering the race as well. 
 
We wish you well in your deliberations in this very important 
session and congratulations. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 
 
The Speaker: — The House will now recess until 2 p.m. later 
today when Her Honour the Lieutenant Governor will present 
the Speech from the Throne. 
 
The Assembly recessed until 14:00. 
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